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Advertiſement. 


ls, | 

INCE the Deſign has been ſo long on Foot, to 

ſuppreſs Debauchery and Prophaneneſs, by put- 
ting the Laws of the State in vigorous Execution 
againſt them, it has been expected that the Enemies 
of this Scheme would have appeared in Print, 
duced their Arguments, and obliged the World 
with a Taſte of the Learning and Philoſophy of 
Vice upon ſo provoking a Subject: But notwith- 


ſtanding all the Clamours of Converſation, the Preſs 


has been entirely barren upon this Topick, ex- 
cept that it has ſometimes produced a little name- 


Now if any Perſon of Reputation will enter in 


to the Diſpute, and manage it without Scurrili - 
tmp, Sophiſtry, or Trifling; if he will undertake 


prove, either that prophane Swearing, Curſing, 


to 1 
i Blaſybeny, Lewdneſs, Drunkenneſs,. Prophanation of 
he Lord's = 


Da, &C: are innocent and harmleſs Pra- 


Sies z that they are no way deſtructive to Society; 
ttt the Laws we have to puniſh them ought to be 


repealed ; or that while they continue in Force, 


| they ought not to be Executed; or that Societies to 


promote their Execution are either zſeleſs, irregu- 
lar, illegal, or prejudicial to the Publick ; or that gi- 
wing Informations to the Magiſtrate, is either an un- 
charitable, ſcandalous or improper Method; be has 
here a Challenge to declare his Mind from the 


urges 


neither want a Reply, nor that Rep! 
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appear without its Author. R 
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| PREFACE 

Addreſſed to all that have 
the Honour to ſerve Her 
Majeſty in the Commiſ= 
fron of the Peace, 


Gentlemen, 


ITH all Reſpect imagina» 
ble I offer you the following 

Sheets : But as I am ve 
ſure that the Cauſe there pleaded is 
the Cauſeof G OD, you muſt give 
me leave to infiſt with more than 
ordinary aſſurance to be heard. What 
this Eſſay propoſes to you, is no more 
than the due Execution of the Laws 
againſt Debauchery and Prophaneneſs ; 
tq employ your Authority for the 
A2 Service 


* 


ili 
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iv The Preface. 
| Service of our Prince and Country, 
the Safety and Proſperity of every 
private Subject, the Honour of God, 
the Public Credit of Religion, and the 
eternal Happineſs: of Mankind. And 
ſurely a Propoſal of this Nature de- 
ſerves at leaſt a patient, equitable, and 
unprejudiced Hearing. What Objecti- 
ons may lie againſt it, I have endea- 
voured to anſwer in the Body of the 
Book; and have propoſed allo ſome 
Arguments, which ſeemed to me of 
the greateſt Force, to prove our Ob- 
ligation in this Point. But it deſerves 
to be ſomewhat more largely conſi- 
dered, how far the public Intereſts 
of Society and Civil Government are 
embarqued in the Execution of thoſe 
Laws; what fatal Miſchiefs iſſue from 
the Neglect of this part of our Duty; 
and what Advantages both to Prince 
and People from the faithful Diſcharge 
Prov. 11. 11. Of it. Solomon tells us, that by the 
* Exod.20.4. Aed: But it is overthrown by the 
Deut. 4. 24. Mouth ( i. e. the Prophaneneſs) of the 
Toh. 3 Wicked. For He : wy has ſo often 
H/a:. 33. 14. declared himſelf * jealous of his own 
Heb, 12. 29. Honour and Authority, a + conſuming 
Lint Us EE. 


Bleſſing of the Upright the City is ex- 


vi 
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Fire to ſuch as go on obſtinately to 
provoke Him, will not always ſuffer 
the Afronts that are offered him, and 
permit his Laws to be trampled on 
with Impunity. Let us not flatter 
our Selves that theſe things will be 
overlook'd, or that Debauchery and 
Prophaneneſs are only perſona! Crimes 
and muſt attend their Puniſhment 
only in the World to come. Where 
there are either no Laws of the State 
againſt them, -or the Laws that are 
in Force lye by to ruſt for want of 
Execution thro our neglect, who 
have the Power in our Hands to 
curb Enormities, they are not only 
Perſonal, but National too, and God 
will-Account with us as « Body for 
ſuffering the exorbitant Impudence of 


Vice. Shall I not viſit for theſe things, 2, 3. 29. 


faith the Lord; and ſhall not my Soul 
be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? 
The Prophet Samuel alſo threatens--- 


If ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall i Sam. 12.23; 


be conſumed both T E and your K I NG. 


Thus public Impieties, * unreſtrained * Fer: 3. 1. 


by the Magiſtrate, bring down the 
Vengeance of God upon the Land : 
Whereas if you diſcharge the Seve- 
A. | oy rity 
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rity of the Laws upon them, yot! 
not only preſerve your Country from 
Ruin, but fix it upon a better Eſta- 
| bliſhment than before. Righteouſneſs 


vi 


Pov. 14. 30 „alte a Nation, The Work Rigb- 


I/. 32. 17. teouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the Ef- 
fect of Righteouſneſs Quietneſs and A, 
ſurance for ever. Let us conſider. 
what God ſaid to Eli, by way of 
Reproof, . for not puniſhing the Pro- 
phaneneſs and Lewdneſs of his 
=-»>T hems that Honour me I will Hlonour: 

Therefore if the Civil Government ex- 

pect God's Bleſſing, it ought to be 

jealous of God's Honour ; and where 
it is fo, God will Honour it with 

Fame and Reputation abroad, and with 

Peace and Proſperity at home. Let us 
but purge our Selves of this accurſed 
Thing, the Guilt of Popular and un- 


* 7h. 7.18. puniſhed Vice; our * Armies ſhall 
— 23. 7-Proſper, and our Trade ſhall Flouriſh; 
Pſel. Ef. C. The Earth ſhall yield her Encreaſe, and 
--+107.33,38: God even our God ſhall Bleſs us. But 
. is the fatal Hindrance of all 


publie or private, the Source 
of all Calamities and Diſorders; ſo 
that indulging that, we muſt deſtroy 
our Country. bon "_ 


"The Pre * 


The Temperance, Frugality, and 
as Virtues of the Romans, were 
the Support of their Common-wealth, 
and raiſed them to the Empire of the 
World: But as ſoon as the Lewd- 
neſs and Luxury of Greece got foot- 
ing amongſt them, tis wonderful to 
obſerve how their Power declined a- 
broad, and Factions and Civil Wars 


diſtracted them, and in courſe of 


Time, their State was intirely ſub- 
verted by. the more Virtuous (tho' 
withal the more Barbarous) Nations 
of the North. The Reaſon is eaſie to 
conceive: For Lu and Debau- 
chery (as their natural Effect) debaſe 
the Genius of a People, diſſolve them 
to Efiminacy and Cowardice, by chain- 
| ing them down to their Pleaſures, 

and diverting them from that gene- 
rous Spirit which is neceſſary to the 
— mc of the thong Or if it 

ve them any t of Bravery, 
tis that of a Bully rather than of a 
Soldier, the meer force of Wine, 


and not a humane Courage, but a 


brutal Madneſs. They become unfit 
for all great Actions that require a 
_; ſettled Reſolution. If they be 

A 4k ._ drawn 
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drawn into the Field, tis very un- 
willingly, (which 1s apparent enougli | 


from the Difficulties we find in raiſe 


ing Men for the Service of the Go- 
vernment,) and when they come there, 
what they do is but a ſudden Heat, 
into which Neceſſity or the Com- 
mands of a General, whom they dare 
not diſobey, has put them, and no- 
thing goes forward without a previ- 
ous Inflammation from ſtrong Liquors. 
If they happen to have Succeſs, it may 
be Vanity) as well as Wine may help 
them forward: on the next Occaſion: 
And if they be routed, tis more than 
their Commanders can do to bring 
them off in any tolerable Order, for 

want of that Preſence of Mind which 
would ſupport them if Virtue and 


Religion were but there. And indeed 
they are the more eaſily ronted, as 


Debauchery impairs not only their 


Courage but their Strength; it weak- 


ens the Body, fills Men with Diſeaſes, 
and makes them unfit to bear Arms; 
to endure either the Hardſhips of a 
Camp, or the Brunt of a Battle. I 


will not fay that this is the Caſe of 


every Lewd and Debauched Perſon, 


Type Preface. 
but Lewdneſs and Exceſſes naturally 
tend to make it ſo, and generally pre- 
"Beſide the Injuries of this kind, 
how many Families have been brought 


to Beggary or a Goal, by the mere 
Expenfrveneſs of Vice! While the La- 
bourer conſumes his Time and his Wa- 
ges in Tipling and Drunkenneſs, the 
Tradeſman his Profits, the Officer his 
Salary, and the Gentlemanihis Eſtate, in 
Taverns or Lewd Houſes, itt Gaming or 
keeping Whores; tis no wonder that Po- 
verty over-runs the Nation; that Taxes 
are ſo generally complain d of, and with 
ſo: much difficulty paid; that Trade 
is neglected, Markets fail, our Gazettees 
are filld with Commiſſions of Bank- 
rupt, and our Priſons with Debtors. 
This cuts the very Sinews of the Go- 
vernment, when that which ſhould 
ſupport it, is drain'd before hand into 
the private Channels of Luxury by 
the Subject, and little or nothing re- 
mains to bear the Charge of its De- 
fence againſt the common Enemy; 
and not only ſo, but it ſtands further 
expoſed to Tumults and Rebellions 
at home; for Poverty breeds Diſcon- 
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tent amongſt the People, who are rea- 
dy to charge their Hardſhips 
upon Times and the Government; 


tho in Truth they proceed from their 
2 wo 2 2 yas 
them upon affeting Change, and fows 
the Seeds of every great Diſturbance 
to the Public. Let me add, that thoſe 
who are practiſed to diſregard their 
own Health and Life, Eſtate and Re- 
putation, for the Enjoyment of 
their. beloved Debaucheries, are in a 
— Way to bid defiance 2 2 
ows, to venture upon capit imes, 
and ſuch as are immediately deſtru- 
ctive to common Peace and Honeſty; as 
Robbery, Murder, and the like, either 
to relieve the Poverty which their Vi- 
ces have brought upon them, or to o- 
pen their Way to new Opportunities 
of Luſt; or becauſe they have hardened 
themſelves beyond the Fear of Death, 
and reſolve, according to their own 
lewd Proverb, upon 4 ſhort Life and a 
merry One, And therefore tis to the 
Advantage of Society to have : beſe 
Crimes vigorouſly Puniſbed and Sup- 
preſſed, that theſe may be prevented. 


What 


What is there which our Age with 
greater Reaſon complains of, than the 
Growth of PERJ UR Y 2 And the ge- 
neral either gnorance of the Nature, or 
prophane Diſregard of the Solemnity of 
Oaths in C. of Juſtice, and upon 
entrance into public Truſts and Offices. 
How many Juries are there that give 
in a juſt Verdict, and Witneſſes that 
_ the Truth, rather by Chance than 
Principle; or if by Principle, rather by 
that rious one of common Hone- 
ſty, than from any Senſe of particular 
Obligation from their Oaths! How 
many others who, without any regard 
to the Fidelity they are Sworn to, do, 
thro' Malice, Favour, or [nt give 
in falſe Evidence and falſe Verdicts! 
How many Conſtables, Church- War- 
dens, Oc. are (wilfully as well as igne- 
rantly) forſworn in the Execution of 
their Offices! And is not this a Pra- 
Qice notoriouſly deſtructive to civil 
Government, ſcandalous to the Com- 
mon-wealth, and dangerous to Society? 
This, Gentlemen, is chiefly owing to 
the Abandance of Oaths that are thrown 
about in private Converſation. When 
common uſe has ſullied them, and e- 

very 
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rery Mirute's repetition has made them 
9 and vulgar, their Eſteem wears 
off, that Reverence, which is a natural 
Guard to their Authority, is laſt, and 
Conſcience hardens againſt all Reſtraint 
or Obligation from them. I may en. 
large, but I cannot further explain 
this: For the Caſe is fo clear, that 
Cuſtom and Levity in Swearing intro- 


duces Petjury, that nothing remains 
further upon this Head, than the Re- 


flexion, how neceſſary it is to the Peace 
and Safety, and the common Intereſts 
of Men, that we ſhould vigorouſly put 
in Execution the Laws of the State a- 
gainſt it. 5 bi 9.1301 

Let me further obſerve, that our Neg · 


ligence in ſuppreſſing Debauchery and 


Prophaneneſs leads the Body of the 
People to ſuch a Careleſne/s of Religion 
as may in time clear the Way for the 


Return of Popery. Allow Men in their 


Vices, and you make them hopeful 
Proſelytes to Rome. For (1) Ill Men 
can be of no Religion «por true Prin- 
2 - the Church of England and of 
taly are all one to them ; whatever 
Zeal they pretend to upon ſome Oc- 
caſions for our Church, tis all but a 
5 mere 
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mere lifeleſs Theory, which Education, 
Faſhion, and Intereſt, have taught them. 
will undertake to affirm, that they 
know nothing at all of the Church of 


England, who think their own Debau- 


cheries reconcileable to her Doctrine. 
And ſince theſe Men are Proteſtants 
upon ſo ſlight a Bottom, ſhould there 
happen a Revolution in favour of Po- 


pery, their oily Conſciences would 


- preſently be on the fide that's upper- 


moſt; But (2) there is ſomething pe- 
culiar in the Church of Rome that flat- 
ters the extravagant Liberties. and Vi- 
ces of Mankind.” It has the Reputa- 


tion of putting Men into an eaſier 


way than ordinary to Heaven, with- 
out the Trouble of parting with 
their Sins; let them enjoy their De- 
baucheries and welcome, if they will 
but go to the Coſt of an Indulgence, 
or take Abſolution at the Hour of 
Death, or leave ſomewhat to the Prieſts 
to pray. them into Heaven afterwards. 
Now certainly it is the Intereſt of 
wicked Men to like this way ; the 
Diſſoluteneſs of their Lives muſt needs 
prepare them to embrace a Religion 
that is ſo much to their purpoſe ;' and 


( fooliſh 


ii 


pk 


(fooliſh as it is) the Intereſt of their 
Vices makes them ſwallow every day 
as great Abſurdities. - Therefore if we 
would effectually keep out Popery, 
care ſhould be taken for the timely 


ſuppreſſing of Vice. | 
{ will 105 another Obſervation, 


Gentlemen, in which your Selves are 


immediately concerned. By the Neg- 
lect of putting the Laws in Execution, 
the Authority of the Magiſtrate is ren- 
dered contemptible. For why is ſo much 
Reverence paid you by ill Men, but 
becauſe they know you have by Law 


the Power to puniſh them? If you 


neglet to puniſh, they'll forget to fear 
you ; you make your Selves their E- 
quals, and Contempt will follow. But 
tis not your Honour alone that is con- 
cerned in this; for if Magiſtrates be- 

come contemptible, the Public muſt 


ſhare both in the Diſgrace and Miſ- 


chief, and very deeply too. It will- 
be no wonder if the Soldiery break 
thro' all the Diſcipline of War, and 
fall to Mutiny and Diſorder, when they 
have learnt to deſpiſe the Officers that 
ſhould command them. A ſhort fight- 


ed Perſan may eaſily ſee to the * : 
1 | or 
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of Government, when the Laws are 
neglected, the Magiſtrate has loſt his 


Authority with the People, and every 
Man's own Diſcretion is to be his 


chief Reſtraint, | 

The only medium of Government, 
is the preſcribing of L AW S; and that 
which makes a Law to be regarded, is 


the PUNISHMENT it threatens; | 
if therefore you geglect the Penalty, you 
diſarm the Law, and doing that, the 


Power of Goverment diſſolves, and by 


conſequence the State is in Danger of 


being broke to pieces in Confuſions. 
This is #» general the Effect of ſlight- 


ing the Execution of good Laws, and 


it is particularly the Caſe with relation to 
_ thoſe which I am now ſpeaking of. Let 

them lye dormant, and you notoriouſly 
ſtrengthen and encourage vice; till at 
length it will come to ſuch a Head as 
to be paſt control, and | Magiſtrates 
themſelves will no longer have it in 
their Power to ſupprels it. 


or two further, of the Advantages that 
may be expected both by Church and 


©. a 
5 5 I told 


Give me leave now to add a Word 


State from the due Execution of theſe, | 


— — 
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1 told you before, that it introduces 
Reverence of an Oath,and prevents the 


Growth of Perjury ;. that it puts a ſtop 


to the Ruin of many Families; that 


it contributes to the Vigour, Health, 

and generous Spirit of a Nation; and 
that it wards off the Judgments of 
God, which firſt or laſt will break 
upon a debauched and impious People. 
Beſide. theſe, it engages Magiſtrates 
themſelves. to live regularly, which is 
a great Bleſſing in their Example, and 
2 great Confirmation of their Authori- 
ty; for that Man muſt be very ſhame. 
les and hardened, who practiſes: him- 
felf the Vice he puniſhes in another. 
By this too we ſhall be better able to 
zruff Mankind in our common Deal- 


- ings with them. The Suppreſſion of 


thoſe extravagant Vices that waſte. 
Eſtates, and end in Poverty and Ruin, 
tends evidently to ſecure public Com- 
merce and Credit: For how many 
debauchd lewd Genelemer have we ſeen 
under. a ſplendid F ure and Appea 

rance, 366 have 10 enly been ſo — — 
as to be worſe than nothing. Their 


Port in the World, and the Re utation 
o their Eſtates, have brought the Mer- 


cer ; 


* 


- The Oreface. 


cers and the Markets to give them N | 


Lang: Heap being no longer able to 
keep their Ground, they are unexpett- 
edly blown up, and are no where to 
be ſeen but in the Shop-Books or a 
Goal. This is the natural Effect of 

Extrauggance, as that is of Vice; and 
therefore the Suppreſſion of Vice 
muſt contribute very much to ſet 2 
Tradeſman eaſie: For where Tempe- 
rance and good Order preſerve a Fund 
of Wealth, (tho there ſhould. be none 
of Honeſty) the Law will find him a 
Way to recover what is juſtly owing 


him ; his Debt is nat to be accounte 
deſperate. © Cen 
conſider yet further the Ad - 


Let us 
vantage it will be to the Chriſtian Ne- 
ligion and the Church of England. It 
gives new Life to the Friends of Vir- 
n too 
long run down overbearing In · 
ſolence of Vice, to appear more open - 
ly in their Defence. The Times were 
come to that unhappy paſs, that ma- 
ny well. diſpoſed Perſons, affrighted by 
the general Ridicule of all thats Se- 
rious, durſt hardly be known to be 
virtuous, or ſo much as ſpeak of Sin 

| N 8 


and 
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and Duty, of God and Goodveſs, without a 
Bluſh: Bur the-Execution of theſe Laws 
has already very much encouraged and 
will further encourage them, wherever it 
prevails, to declare t emſelves more fret. 
ly, to reprove with Boldneſs, and defend 
the common Cauſe of Virtue with the 
Spirit that becomes a Chriſtian. Ando | 
much'the more as the Vigour of thoſe 
Laws is ſupported ' by our Faith- 
fulneſs, that Courage of Good Men 
will: encreaſe, and Shame will be fix'd | 
wherei it ought tobe, in the Countenance | 1 
of rhe Prophane and Vicious. 
Nor is only a Guard to the Honour of 1 
Religion, but a real &very great aſſiſtance 
to its Prigreſs, and uponſeveralAccounts 
a moſt happy Step to Mens Salvation. 
When they are poſting with looſe Reins 
to Hell, the Execution of the Laws 
on them is a very ſeaſonable Check, and 
cannot but bring them back a little to 
conſideration, whither it is they are 3 
going. And if there were no other Ad- 
vantage in it, this would be ſufficient, 
that it delivers them from the Tempta- i 
tions and Opportunities of Sin, and the | 
fatal Poiſon. of Examples. How many) 
are there who would never be 2 85 of 


"2 1 
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prophane0aths&chorridExecrations, whicli SY 


deſtroy the Conſcience, How many o- 
thers who would never arrive to a Habit 
in thoſe Helliſh Practices, if they had not 


the Vogue of Faſhion and Cuſtom in the 


Company they keep! And if the Laws 
were duly Executed, that Faſhion would 
be broke, and the Practice diſcouraged, 
which would take away the only Tem- 
ptation there can be to that Vice. Were 


Public Houſes reſtrain d to their original 


Uſe, by lnſpection into their Diſorders, 


and the Execution of the Laws upon them, 
Tipling would be prevented, and in that 
the great occaſion of Pruntenneſs re- 
moved. Were Men kept by the like 
Means from Idleneſs, and inured to ho- 
neſt lnduſtry and Labour, they would 
not have leiſure r to Ga- 
ming, Extravagance and Debauchery. 
Were they obliged by the due Execu- 
tion of the Laws to a conſtant Atten- 


dance at Church, how many unhappy 


Opportunities of Prophaning the Lord s- 


Day, would be cut off! And were 


the Prophanation of it by Sports and 
Paſtimes . vigorouſly ; ſuppreſs'd, how 
many Viees that evidently have their 
Kiſe from that would be prevented! 
Nen 2 2 When 


The Preface. | 
When all ſort of Religious Converſa- 
tion is ſo generally exploded, and Vir- 


tue made a Jeſt of, and the Scriptures 


either ridiculed or denied, does not this 
apparently encourage and confittn thoſe 
that are already Vicious in their Con- 
_ of theſe things? and even with 
thoſe that are better diſpoſed among 
them, does it not inſenſibly corrupt 
their Principles, abate their Reverence 
to Virtue, and work them by Degrees to 


a ſettled Diſtaſt and Averſion to the Wax 


which they find every where ſpoke a- 
gainſt? Are not even very good Men 


che worſe for Converſation as it now | 


goes ? Is there not a powerful lafecti- 
on in the Diſcourſes of a lewd or 
phane Wit, which more or leſs leave an 
unhappy Tincture upon the Audience? 
But by the legal Proſecution of fuchBlaſ- 
phemies and Impieties, this ſcandalous 
- Licentiouſneſs would be over - awed, and 
a young Gentleman might come into 
Company, without the Danger of turn- 
ing Deiſt or Atheiſt; and a good Man 
might 1 amongſt his Neighbours 
without ſuch a terrible ſhock to his 
Religion and Morals. What can be 
More dangerous to Virtue than the Im- 
ones . 
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in our Streets, the Neſts of Bawdry 


that are known and ſettled: in particu - 
open Nurſeries 
of Irreligion and Lewdneſs, the 


lar Houſes, and thoſe 


Play - Houſes? How many young and 
inconſiderate Creatures are debauched 


and undone by theſe Temptations, who 
might otherwiſe have proved Good 
and Virtuous, and made an hondura- 


ble Figure in the World! And muſt 


it not therefore be a very generous 
and great Deſign, by putting the Laws 
in Execution, to deliver Men from 
theſe ' dangerous Circumſtances? to 


ſtarve their natural Propenſity to Vice, 
by the want of Opportunities to ex- 


cite and indulge it 2 In ſhort, Religion 


and good Manners cannot poſſibly 
flouriſn till theſe dreadful Obſtacles be 
taken out of the Way. 3 


Again; This Execution of the Laws 


will ſtrengthen the good Inſtructions 


of the Pulpit, The Clergy are fent by 


our Great Maſter upon this very Er- 
rand, to reclaim Men (by Perſwaſion) 
from their Vices; and tis eaſie to per- 
ceive how much the Care of the Ma- 


For 


® 
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Sollicitations of Lewd Women 


| giltrate may do to forward their Succeſs: 
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For nothing makes, Men hearken more 
_ willingly to Reaſon, than an Appre- 
henſion that they ſhall, ſpeedily. ſuffer 
for it if they don't. This will alfo fa- 
tisfie them, that Virtue is not only a 
Topic of Diſcourſe for their Miniſter, 
but that the State inſiſts upon it too, 


and declares againſt Vice as an Enemy 4 


to the Public; which will tend to 
heighten their Reverence to the ſacred 
Office of the Clergy, and poſſeis them 
with a better Opinion of the Pooliſh- 
neſs of. Preaching. ., lt will bring them 
more frequently to attend Divine Ser- 
vice in the Church, WY. in many 
Places, to the Scandal, of a Chriſtian 
Country, i is hardly fo full as the Ta- 
verns and Ale · Houſes are at the ſame 
time;) and this not only by way 
of Conſequence of what was ſaid before, 
bur alſo as the Laws againſt ab/cnting. 
from Divine Service are to be put in 
Execution, as well as thoſe againſt 
Wee and Debauchery. - 

It is alſo a particular Advantage to 
our Church, as it brings it nearer to 
the Primitive Pattern. Thoſe Chriſti- 
ans had not (as we have) the Advan- 

nage of Lays and Civil Magiſtrates to 
1 | * 
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puniſh Vice by Authority of the State; 
but they were ſo much the more ſe- 
vere in Spiritual Cenſares upon all of 
their own Body who were convict of 
any ſcandalous Immorality. © They Caves F. 
were infinitely careful - to keep the 2. , Cl 
* Honour of their Religion unſpotted, ch. 5. 
** to ſtifle every Sin in its Birth, and 
* by bringing Offenders to public 
“Shame and Penalty, to keep them 
* from propagating the malignant In- 
© fluence of a bad Example. They 
* ſtrove by all ways imaginable to dif- 
courage Sin; never thinking the 
Curb ſtrong enough, ſo they might 
put keep Perſons within the Bounds 


_  * of Order and Regyularity,---and keep 


© up that ſtrineſs and purity of Man- 
ners that had rendred their Religion 
_ © fo renowned and triumphant in the 
„World. This was the pious Zeal 
and Care of the firſt Chriſtians, which 
it muſt certainly well become us, who 
are their Succeſſors in the fame Excel- 
Tent Faith, to imitate. ' | 
It will, laſtly, take off the Objection 
of the Diſſenters, that our Church is a 
Shelter for the Lewd and Diſſolute. 
By this we clear our Selves of that 


heavy Imputation, (for the Truth is, 
we have too many ſuch amongſt us, 

and tho? our Doctrine is not to blame 

ſir it, our Diſcipline too evidently is,) 
if we apply our Selves to give all the 

Ugneaſiagls we can to wicked N 

the ſevere and impartial Puniſhment of 
their Wickedneſs; we do then, in the 
Name of the Church of England, enter a 
- public Proteſt, diſclaim thoſe ſcanda- 
lous Members, and as much as we are 
able, drive them qut of our Profeſſion. 
I hope, Gentlemen, you will now 
allow me to affirm, That as we love our 
Dear, our Native Country; as we de- 
ſve the Peace and Happineſs of the 
Queen, the private Safety of our. Selves 
and our Fellow · Subjects, the Honour of 
our Eftabliſhd Church, the Security 

of the Government, and the general 

Proſperity of this great united Iſland, 

we ought to put the Laws againſt Im- 

| - morality and Prophaneneſs into a Courſe 

of aigorous Execution, We mult be E- 
nemies both to God and Man, we muſt 

be Traytors both to Church and State, 

* if we do not. Let me then, with all 

the Paſſionate Earneſtneſs with which 
Lis poſſible for me to ſollicit the we ; 
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eſt Intereſts a Man can have. Let me 
beg you to join in this neceſſary Work, 
this great good Service to our Religion 
and Country; and that, as you will an- 
ſwer it before the God of Heaven, to 
whom you and I muſt give a ſtrict Ac- 
count of our Public Truſt as well as of 
our Private Actions. And may that God 
be pleaſed to crown all our Endeavours 
of this kind with Succeſs, to the Glo- 
ry of his Name, the Encouragement of 
Religion and Virtue, and the everlaſt - 
ing Advantage of thoſe poor Souls 
whoſe Benefit is intended in them. 


"8 am, 
Gentlemen, 

Your very 
Humble Servant. 


AN 


þ 
DON THE 
Execution of the Laws 
AGAINST. 


Inmorality & Prophanemſs. 


m. K V dex Eugenius, Im 
| glad to fee you. This 
is a Favour I have long 


expected with ſome Im- 
patience. What is it has made you 
ſuch a Stranger here? 

Eug. Not want of Friendſhip, I af- 
ſure you; I ſhould be the greateſt 
Enemy to my ſelf if I did not value 
Theotimus, But Neceſlity has no Law; 
unavoidable — me. = 


* 
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Th, 1 muſt allow your Excuſe, in 
hopes you will do me the ſame Juſtice 
when I have Occaſion to return it: In, 
the mean Time take your Place, dear 
Friend, and let us enjoy one another 
to the beſt Advantage, while we may. 
You found me cloſg at Study; bur "rig 
the beſt natured Diſturbance in the 
World: The Converſation of Eugentus. 
being more to my Improvement al- 
ways, than the dull Road of Books and 
er 

Eug. You are pleas d to be at the 
Expence of a Complimegt to fave me 
that of asking Pardon for interruptin 
to think my Company an Improve- 
ment beyond your own Studies; yet I 
am ſenſible, that to break in ſometimes. 
upon a Student, is but to give him 
Breath to purſue; his Book Aubade 
with the greater Vigour and Succeſs. 
Ih. Lou come freth from the World 
of News and Action; pray how go 
our Atfaus abuaade 
" Exg. The moſt of our News in this 


dead Seaſon of the Lear, is to be ex- 
hecded from hat our Go ernours are 
doing ar Home end Sdrbiovenu 

A 4 Th, 
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-Th. It is ſo: And I muſt not for- 

ye one thing which extremely pleaſes 

| hear the Government has en- 

— you with a Commiſſon for | the 

Peace; of which I ſincerely give you 
Jo, 

We Your very humble Servant, 
7 heotimus; but that Commiſſion, Im 
afraid, will yer more abridge my Op- 
portunities of viſiting and enjoying my 


Friends. 
' Th, It may be ſo; and yet the Ser- 


vice of the Public muſt ever take 
Place of private Accounts. Vour Time, 
tho' you may be ſure we wiſh for as 
much of it as can be ſpared, will be 
laid out to very good Purpoſe, when 
tis for the Honour of God, the Ser- 
vice of your Prince, and Advantage 
of your Country. 
_ © 'Eug, It's a troubleſome Office, which 
1 ſhould never have ſought for ; bur 
fore Body, it ſeems, there was, who 
thought it convenient I ſhould be in. 
Th. T hope you intend to act Have 
ts qualified your felf ? | 
: "hg, Yes, Sir, I have: and what's 
more,  conld not fatisfie my Con- 


ence upon eaſier Terms. For the 
B 2 Go» 


Her Majeſty expects we ſhould mate 
uſe of it for that End. | 
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Government, by putting us into Com- 


miſſion, lodges in our Hands a 


TRUST, Which, if we don't - exe- 


cute, we. betray. The very giving us 


this Authority and Power to ſerve the 
public is a ſufficient Notification that 


Th. An excellent Thought, my dear 
Eugenius ; with the Bleſſing of God, 
go on and proſper. The Moraliſts of 


the Heathen World could tell us, That 


we are not born for our ſelves, To 
wallow in our - Pleaſures, - and fatter 
upon the Sweat and Merit of our 
Anceſtors, is ſomething, in my Opi- 
nion, very. much below a Gentleman. 


Nay, tis not ſo much as a diſcreet 


Selt-love ; For without the Benefits of 
Magiſtracy we could have no Security | 
of whatever we propoſe to enjoy; no | 
Comfort in our Eſtates, no Reliſh in 
our Diverſions, no Safety in our Re- 
tirement, but muſt be always upon 
che Defepſive, againſt the Rapine and 
Malice of our Neighbours. 
- Eug, Some perhaps will tell you, 
There are buſie Magiſtrates , enough, 
that love to be employ d, and we 


may 
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may leave the Care of Government to 

them. | . - f 22 

Tb. But if Security and Peace are 
owing to the Activity of thoſe that 
are entruſted to erve them, the 
Diſorders we ſtill ſee muſt be owing 
to ſuch as betray that Truſt in Sloth 
and Negligence, and Affectation of their 
own Eaſe, Why will theſe Gentlemen 
contribute to the Diſturbance of Man- 
kind, by laying aſleep the Power that's 
given them to ſuppreſs it? There is 
need of all the Aſſiſtance that can be 
had to reduce the turbulent Vices and 
Paſſions of ill Men: and from the 
wretched Effects of them which we 
ſee in the daily Tumults and Diſor- 
ders that happen in the World, the 
Conſequence is plain, That thoſe who 
concern themſelves againſt them are 

| not enough; but all that are in Com- 
miſſion ought to appear, if either 

themſelves would enjoy quiet, or have 
others do ſo. | 

| Eug. 1 am ſenſible of what you fay ; 

that all the Buſineſs of a Magiſtrate 

| in the Execution of his Office cer- 

tainly ariſes from the Pride, the Luft, 


the Paſſion or Revenge, the extravas 
| 9 3 + "ol 
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gant, contentious, or ungovernable 
Temper of thoſe that are under him; 
but the Caſe has been the ſame, ever 
ſince the Fall of Adam, and will be 
ſo till the general Diſſolution. 
Zh. True: And therefore there will 
be always Need of Laws and Magi- 
ſtrates to. diſcountenance and puniſh 
ſuch Vices as, if let alone, would 
quickly make this World a moſt un- 
eaſie Dwelling. Whoever aims at the 
Peace and Happineſs of the Public, 
ought to make Ulſe of all his Autho- 
rity to puniſh Vice. Not to draw 
the Sword of Juſtice againſt it, is to 
contribute to our Country's Ruine. 
Eng. But many of the Vices I ſpoke 
of, do not in themſelves ſo properly 
fall under the Cognizance of humane 
Laws, as in the Effects of them, when 
they break out into Sedition, Robbe- 
ries, Rapes, Murders, and the like. 
Zh. It may be ſo; becauſe they are 
Paſſions or Affections of the Mind, and 
till they break out into overt-Acts, 
do not become ſo miſchievous to the 
Public. But ſome Vices there are, a- 
gainſt e fmple Acts of which, tho! 
at firſt View they 9 
5 ony 
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only in a private Damage to the Of- 
fender himſelf, the Laws have made 
particular Proviſion, becauſe of the 

Conſeguences that may follow upon 
them to the Public. Prophane Swear- 
ing, for Inſtance; becauſe if the So- 
lemaity of an Oath, the Calling God 
ro witgeſs to the Truth of what we 
affirm, or promiſe, or deny, be not 
maintain d in its due Reverence, there 
is an End of all Security and Faith a- 
mongſt Men; the Fear of God and of 
his Vengeance apainſt Falſhood, being 
the higheſt Obligation upon us that 
can be to ſpeak Truth: And this So- 
lemnity the common Swearer plays with 
every. Day, and renders familiar, and 
as much as in him lies, contemptible 
and inſignificant. . So Lewdxeſs,. Drun- 
kenneſs, &c. becauſe they emaſculate 
the Spirits... of Men, -impair - their 
Strength, and ruin their Eſtates, and 
thereby render them unfit to ſerve the 
Public, which in ſome way or other 
requires their Aſſiſtance to the common 
Support. He net; ni res (5646; 
Fug, In Caſes of Swearing, Drunken- 
neſs, and other Vices of that kind, 
which do not immediately affect the 
Na 5 4 pub⸗ 
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publick Peace, but only by long · wind- 
ed Conſequences, it may be as well 
not to be ſo very exact and rigorous. 
Let every Man hook to himſelf, as he 
only ſhall anſwer for himſelf, at the Day 
of Judgment. A Magiſtrate will be 
thought very impertinent, that ſhould 
take much Notice of theſe things. 
Tub. Fm ſorry to hear this from Eu- 
genius, whoſe perſonal Character for 
Sobriety, Religion, and good Senſe; 
gave me almoſt an Aſſurance that he 
would make Uſe of his Authoriry and 
Power, for the Suppreſſing all Immo · 
rality and Prophaneneſs. * 
Eig. You muſt not take me up 
too faſt, Theotimus. Reſolutions may 
be obſtinate, but never can be judicious 
till they have run thro! a Courſe of 
Argument; and if they ſtand the Teſt 
of Reaſon, they are not only more ea- 
ſily juſtified to others, but more ſa- 
tisfactory to our ſelves, and take deep · 
er Root in our Conſciences. This Ob- 
jection I have heard; and I propoſe it 
for an Anſwer, being always willing 

to ſubmit to Reaſon and Religion. 

Tb. Lask your Pardon for being too 

forward in my Cenſure. As for an- 
— 1 f « c + = _ | ſwering 


as 
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ſwering Objections, I ſhall very readi- 
ly undertake it: becauſe I am well af- 
red, there can be no Objection a- 
gainſt puniſhing Immorality and Vice, 
ut what will be eaſily removed; and 
this that you have ſtarted for the Firſt 
of them is a good Omen of the Weak- 
neſs of all the reſt. I ask thoſe wiſe 


ſelves, If ſuch a Temper can be ſuit- 
able to the true Spirit of Chriſtianity ? 
Our Religion inculcates nothing more 
than a charitable Concern: for others as 
well as for our ſelves, eſpecially in 
what relates to their eternal Happi- 
neſs. What was the whole Life of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, but one continued In- 
ſtance of Zeal and Induſtry for the 


Salvation of Mankind > Did He not 


go about doing Good, Inſtructing, Re- 

proving and Exhorting, that he might 
bring us to a Life of Piety and Vir⸗ 
tue here, and to eternal Life and Hap- 
pineſs hereafter? Do's not St. Paul 
command us to imitate the Example 
of Chriſt in a due Concern for the 
Salvation of our Chriſtian Brother ? 
Loot not every Man on his own things 


* 


bung 


Men that care for no Body but them- 


L only ], but every Man alſo on the Pbil. 2. 4, J. 


go hn Bay upon ther 
things f others: Let this Mind be in 
: neu which: was -atſo-in| Chriſt Jeſus, &c. 
1 Cor. lo. 24: Let u Man ſeek his own, {| confine his 
Care to his own Intereſt and Satisfa- 
ction ] but every Man another's Nel. 
fare, And does he not inſtance in him- 
I Cor. 10. 33. ſelf too? Not ſeeking bis own Profit, but 
the Profit of many, that they may be 
3 Cor. II. 1» ſaved. Be ye Followers of me ( ſays he 
in the next Words) even as I alſo am 
of Chriſt: In another Place, he ex- 
horts his Chriſtians in Theſſalonica, to 
warn them that are unruly (or diſorder- 
ly )-amongſt them: And thoſe of the 
16. Man fail of the Grace of God, (or fall 
from it) left any Root of Bitterneſs ſpring- 
inz up ſhould trouble them, and thereby 
many be defiled; leſt there be any FO A- 
NICATOR or PROPHANE 
Perſon, & c. i. e. He would have them 
ſtop the Contagion of ill Examples by 
a ſea ſonable Puniſiment. And this is 
what our Lord commended in the 
Rv. 2. 2. Church of Epbeſus, know: rby. Works, 
uud tht TH OD CANST NOT 
BEAR them that are evil. It is 
1 conſeſſedly an Argument of a baſe Spi- 
©. ri, when à Man contracts himſelf with: 


" 
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in his on perſonal Intereſt, and takes 
no Notice who's unhappy, if himſelf be 
otherwiſe. This, in Matters of tempo- 
ral and ordinary Concern, would not 
fail of being condemned by the Ob- 
jectors themſelves: But in Matters of 
Religion and Virtue, Mens Notions are 
generally ſo flat, and the Impreſſions 
of Eternity ſo faint, that they take it 
for Civility, to let a Man go to Hell 
without ſtopping him, and propoſe a 
great deal of Wiſdom in caring for 
none of theſe things. aan 30 
Eug. They think they have enough 
to do to take Care of their own Mo- 
rals and Salvation; and therefore they 
leave their Neighbours to tate Care at 
Home as they do. | 
Tb. In truth your Objectors may 
do well to look at Home; very pro- 
bably their own bad Condition may 
require it. For no Man that is, or ever 
was, in ſincere good Earneſt concern d 
for his'own Salvation, can poſſibly be 
unconcerned for his Neighbour's ; be- 
cauſe Charity is grounded upon a true = 
Senſe of the Misfortune and Tnhappi- _ 
| neſs of the Caſe ; and where his W © 
Experience has convinced him of * 
RL S 


12 An Eſſay upon the | 
he cannot but pity others: that lie un- 
der the ſame Neceſſity” © 

| _ Ewg, But are we to anſwer at the 

3 Day of Judgment for the Sins of o- 

thers? | | | bi 

Tb. No Man ſhall ſuffer at that Day 

for any Sins, in the Guilt of which 

he never was 4 all 1 —_— 

. o. principal or acceſſory. The. Soul that fin- 
as ow ſhall die; --» the Righteouſneſs 
| of the Righteous ſhall be upon HI MH, 
and the Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſhall 

be upon HI M. But we muſt till 
remember that we ſin, not only in 

what we our ſelves do, but in what we 
ſuffer other People to do that is ſinful, 

without reproving, or puniſhing, or en- 
deavouring to hinder, according to 
the Place and Station we are in. It's 

* FG 8 true, in the Senſe of the Law, if a 

b. 216. Dberſon caſually come in while a Felo- 

EO ny is committing, and is no Confede- 
rate in the Deſign, he is not look'd 
upon as acoeſſory, tho he neither 
hinder the Felony, nor apprehend the 
Felon; But in Scripture and Conſcience. 

IF the Determination s otherwiſe --- If thou 

Ex*k: 33. 8. doſt not ſpeak to warn. the Wicked from 

tis Way, (ſeys God.) that wicked an 

— | | may 
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ſhall die in hit Tniquity, But his Blood 
will I require at 7 HT Honds. Who- 
ever does riot diſcourage Sin, as much 
as in him lies, does in effect encourage 
and aber it, and may juſtly be char- 
ed with a Share in the Guilt of it; 
for he is acceſſory; tho' not the prince- 
pal. But not to fall out with your 
Objection abſolutely, I will agree to it 
in a due Latitude. Let every Man 
look to himſelf, that he do his o Du- 
ty---So ſay I too; but then you muſt 
extend it to every Part of his Duty, 
or elſe he looks to himſelf but very - - 
indifterently. And amongſt others 
Let every Magiſtrate look to himſelf, 
that he do bis Duty, which (as a Ma- 
giſtrate) is, not only to be ſober and 
good himſelf, but to puniſh (by the 
Laws committed to him) thoſe that 
are not ſo. For He ſhall anſwer only 
for himſelf ; not for the Neglects of other 
Magiſtrates, which he could not help; 
but for his own, which he could. Re- 
membring ſtill that Part of the Duty 
he is bound: to, (and if he neglect, 
ſnall anſwer for,) is to uſe his Autho- 
rity and Power either to prevent or 
puniſh Sin in others, over whom 2 
> Bo 30- 


Place. 


Oljed II. 


5 ng 55 i. e. leſt che ill Behaviour of ſuch as 


hleardt it urg d by others. 
cCious Laity, who ſeldom profeſs mucli 


5 Eſſay: upon the 
'Gaverameat has ſet tim (as God dit 


Exel 33. 7. the Prophet Ezekie/, over the Houſe of 


Iirael, (as aW ATC H MAN. On 
ſuch a Conſideration to be ſure it was, 
that St; Pau adviſes Timothy to be 


I Tim. 5. 22. careful whom he ordained, left he 


thould be Partaker of other Mens Sins, 


might thro his Negligence creep into 
the Church, ſhould be imputed in Part 
by the great Biſhop of our Souls, to 
him who had Authority to keep them 
out and did not. 
Eig. I obſerve you zoflacot in Es. 
Fiel a Prophet, and Timothy a Biſhop ; 
from which you mult give me leave 
to object, That it is properly the Mi- 
niſter s Buſinels to check ſuch Immo- 
ralities. The Clergy will lay, we 15 
croach upon their Mice. 

Tb. Did you ever hear 4 Clergy 
make this Objection ? 

Eug. I can't fay that; bur 1 _ 


mas 


* 


Th. Aye, tis made for rhem by 2 pi 


Reverence to their Miniſters, but when 
it may prove a Reflexion in the Air of 


E If there be any of the 


Clers 


Virtue, which they 


nd . 


Ext ation of the Laws. 
Clergy that will ams it, I can only ſay; 
8 20 unworthy of their — | 
r endeavouring to diſcountenance the 
proflion of Vice, they male a plain 
infamous Declaration i» its Favour, 
and viſe in Arms againſt the Cauſe of 
were ſent and . 
miſſioned to promote. 1 

Eig. But, to the Merits of the: Ob 
jection, Tbeotimus; pray anſwer me. 

Tb. I think any Clergyman, * 
has the Souls of Men committed to 
his Cate, and makes Conſcience of his 
Charge, muſt needs be ſenſible as well 


of the Difficulty as the Import ance o ß 


the Work; and if he have a ſincere 
Teal for God and Religion, and the 
eternal Happineſs of Men, cannot but 
be well pleated to find the Concurrence 
of the Magiſtrate aſſiſt and juſtiſie his 
Labours, and render what he does the 
more efſectual. Their ſeveral Offices 
are as diſtinct 28 can be. It's true, 
their Eud is the fame, the Honcur o 
God, and the kgs of ill Men; 
but "the. Mears ate widely different. 7 
The one is to-reprove, the other to pa- 
#iſþ Vice. The one is to urge the Law = 
oo G+4, the other to execute thoſe of 
Man; 


—— —ß 


—̃ ——— 
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Man; the one is to inſiſt upon the 
Fear of future Puniſhments, the other to 
curb by Temporal Penalties: And the 
Forces of both theſe in Conjunction, 
might do very ſignal Service againſt 
Impiety, if they dont unſeaſonably 
weaken themſelves by diſputing the 
Command. But ſince the particular 
Buſineſs of their Place is fo diſtin, I 
can't ſee how the Clergy are at all en- 
croached upon, by what the civil Ma- 


* 
- 
* - 


giſtrate can do in oppoſition to Vice, 


ohe. III. 


ers, Which ſeems the moſt 


ſtrate to interpoſe 


except he will go beyond his Autho- 
rity, and get into the Pulpit. 

But are not theſe Immoralities 
of Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Prophanation of 
the Lords Day, and Lewdneſs, &c. pre- 
ſentable in the Spiritual Courts? Does 
not the Church take Notice of them, 
require publick Penance, or ce 
Excommunication againſt the Offend- 


Way to puniſh them? Does not this 
render it needleſs for the civil Magi- 


en 002 8... DOY >. 
Th. They are indeed puniſhable by 


the Cenſures of the Church, and the 
Proceedings of Eccleſiaſtical Courts; 
and fo they are by the Temporal * 
2 O 
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of the Land. Both the one and the 
other may ſeverally execute their Au- 
thority in ſuch Caſes, provided the 
ſame individual Offence be not twice 


puniſhed. The Stat. 4 Jac. 1. cap. 5. 


againſt Drunkenneſs, makes expreſs 
roviſion, that the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
diction ſhall not thereby be abridg d 


or reſtrained, but may ſtill proceed a- 
8 Offenders by Canon-Law, as u- 


ual, The like Proviſion is made by 
x Blix. cap. 2. and 3 Fac. I. cap. 4. a- 
gainſt Abſenters from Church; and by 
1 Car. 1. cap. 1. and 3 Car. 1. cap. 1. 

ainſt Prophanation of the Lord's- Day. 
Ye it muſt be owned, that ( where- 
oever the Fault lies) notwithſtanding 
this Power they have, they ſeldom ex- 
ert it. Whether they have no Preſent- 


ments brought them, or whether they 


take no Notice of them when they are 
brought, I can't tell; but fo it is in Fact, 
that the Diſcipline of the Church, and 
the Terror of Penance and Excommu- 


nication are ( thro ſome Body's Fault 


or other) at a very low Ebb, ſeldom 


exerciſed, and little fear d. If Church⸗ 


Wardens would regard their Oachs, 
their Articles, and their Duty; the 
. thou 


—_—  — —_ — 
» 


Object. IV. 


* prophane Fellow, may ( to be fure) 


an Eſſc upon the 
ſhould however make - conſtant Pre- 
ſentments' of this kind to the Spiritual 
Judges, as the Conſtable and others ou be 
to do to the civil Magiſtrate ; that diſſo- 
lute Men may take Norice, that all 800 3 
Government and Laws (both in Church 
and State) are againſt them. But 
however, as the Temporal Powers have 
declared "againſt intending by their Sta- 
rutes to encro#ch upon or reſtrain the 
Ecclefraſtical ; it is 1 Marmers not to 
retuin the Civility, and that the Excle- 
fraſtical Courts mon pretend to ſaper- 
ſede tlie Temporal, which they have ber- 
pre þ no Right to do. 

If Tempo ral Pais then are to 
* Flack in cheeſe Matters, were ir not 
better to profecute by fudilment at 
rhe Quarter-S$ffion, or Aſſtze; which 


will make the Offender a more public 


Example, than for the Jaſtice of Peace to 
concern hitnfelf againſt, him at Home: 
Tb. A common Drankard, diſſalute 


be proſecured, as you fay, by Indit- 
ment; and tis to be hoped it would 
make him more aſhamed of his Wick- 
edfteſs, to be branded in that Manner. 
Bur 10 Man is to K. branded * 
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become motorious by repeated Offen- 
ces of theſe Kinds. The firſt and 


mildeſt Method to reform him (which 


| Reformation is certainly the Intent of 


the Law) would be, to levy the Pe- 


nalty by the Stature, which is much 
leſs Charge to the Offender, and more 
private. If this will not reclaim him, 


Method' afterwards. Beſides, the Que- 


Reaſons) may be pleaſed 70 think con- 


execute direct us to? We may by com- 


mon Law dit; but the Statutes, with 


which we are particularly coneern'd, 


direct us to levy ſo much Money, by War- 


rant to the Conſtable or other Officers, 


for each Offence; and therefore this is 


the more regular Way. I will add far- 
ther, that if Proſecutions againſt Swear- 


ing, Se. be confined to the Method of 


Hndiftment,” you will have 0 few Of- 
fenders 
Four at a Seſſion; but if you form Con- 


victions nearer H 


a very conſiderable Number to Puniſh- 


ment: And this may poſſibly in a lit- 
C 2 tle 


it is time enough to take the other 
ſtion is not, what we (for particular 


venient in theſe Caſes; but what be 
Laws we are empowered and ſworn to 


puniſhed ; perhaps Three or 


ome, you may bring 
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tle time bear down the Impudence of 
Vice, when the other Way leaves Hope 
for Nineteen out of Twenty to eſcape 
unpuniſh'd ; by which Remiſneſs, the 
Vigour and Spirit of the Law evapo- 
rates. Beſides, who ſhall proſecute? 
The Charge of drawing an lndictment, 
tho' it is not much, is what (in this 
cold Age of Zeal) few People care to 


be at. If only one or two he indicted 


at a time, the Charge indeed is trifling, 
and fo I doubt will be the Canſeguence: 
If Ten, Twenty, or Thirty. be proſecu- 
ted at the ſame Seſſion, the nfluence 
upon Offenders would indeed be more 
hopeful, but the Expence would begin 
to be. conſiderable. However theſe 
things be, I'm ſure every Magiſtrate. 
is bound, on ſeveral Accounts, to take 
ſome Method or other that the Laws 
againſt Immorality and Prophaneneſs 
be put in full Execution. 
Eug. By the Way, I dere you to 
let me, once for all, into the Argu- 
ments by which you prove this Obli- 


gation upon every Magiſtrate. The 


other Objections I have heard, ſhall be 
reſerved till by and by, if you; will. 
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then favour me with Leave to-propoſe 
them. 3 5 

Tb. I argue Firſt, from the general 
Tenor of their Commiſſion from Al- 
mighty God, the Fountain of all Au- 
thority and Power, in the ſacred Scri- 


ptures. St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the 


Romans, denouncing Damnation to thoſe 
that reſiſt the Magiſtracy, gives this 


TERROR to GOOD Works, but to 


EVIL. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the Power > Do.that which is good, 


and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame ; 
for he is the Miniſter of God to thee for 
Good. But if thou do that which is EVIL, 
be afraid; for he beareth net the Sword 


21 


Argument I, 


Reaſon for it, that Rulers are not à Rom, 13. 3,4» 


in vain; for be is the Miniſter of God, a 


Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that 


doth EVIL. By this it appears, that 


the Inſtitution of Magiſtrates was for 


the Encouraging, whatſoever is good, 
and for the Suppreſſing and Puniſhing 
whatſoever is evil. Now to give this 
Argument its due Force, I need only 


ask, whether Prophane Swearing, Lewd- 


ne /e, exceſſive or unſeaſonable Drinking, 
and Prophangtion of the J. ord . Day, be 
EVIL or not? If they be, it ſeems 


C 3 the 


22 4 Efſoy-upon tbe 
| the Magiſtrate is bound (the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate by making good Laws, and 
the ſubordinate by putting thoſe Laws in 
Execution ) to puniſh and reſtrain them. 
It is plainly ſaid, He is not te bear the 
Sword in vain, to enjoy his Power with- 
out executing it; but it the Miniſter of 
Foa, appointed for this purpoſe, to be 
a Revenger to execute Wrath, the Laws 
of his Country committed to him, p- 
on him that doth evil: And that not on- 
ly Princes and ſupreme Governours are 
concerned in this, but inferior Magi- 
ſtrates partake of the ſame Commiſſion, 
as deputed by them, you need only 
turn to the parallel Place in the firſt 
Epiſtle of St. Peter; Submit your ſelves 
1 Pet. 2. 13» to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's 
+ Sake; whether it be to the King, as Su- 
preme ; or unto Governours, as unto them. 
that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment 
of evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them 
In, Enn; al ot ! 
Again, I believe it will hardly be de- 
nied, that there lies a general Obligati- 
on upon all Chriſtians to promote the 
Glory of Chriſt, as much as is poſſible, 
according to the ſeveral Opportunities 
and Advantages they have for doing 
ie | 8 Ys IT. 
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it. And he is then, I think, moſt pro- 8 
we ſet our ſelves to the utmoſt of our 
Power to further and bring about (both 

in our ſelves and others) the great End 

which he propaſed in dying to redeem 

us. Nou) that was * to turn every one * Acts 3. 26. 
f | us from our Iniguities, to make us 3 
happy in the Obſervation of his pure 1 John 3. 8. 
and holy Laws, and the Imitation of 

his excellent Example. I ask then, 

whether a Magiſtrate has not a particu- 

lar. Power to promote it, by puniſhing 

thoſe wicked Cuſtoms and Vices that 

are directly contrary thereto? And if 

ſo, whether there is not a. particular 
Obligation to uſe his Authority in this 

Cale? Te that love the Lord, hate Evil; pi. 9. 10. 
fays the Pſalmiſt: And certainly that = 
Man's Religion ſus very looſe upon 
him, who ( tho'. he pretends to be ſo- 
ber and virtuous himſelf) can fuffer all 
about hun to be as wicked as they 
will, when he is armed with Authority 
to prevent or puniſh them. nt 
Eug. Mou have gone thro' this Point, 
Tbeotimus, with Succeſs enough; tis 
now time for your Second Argument. 


R 


5 ' . un * 
3 64. The 
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— Argument n. 75. It is ſo: And that I draw from 


People: God, who punithes States and 


the Duty he owes his Country in this 
Matter, which he expoſes to the 70 G- 


MENTS of God by not doing his Part 


to ſuppreſs the [qipieties that draw 
them down. Sin then grows National 


when it prevails without Control, when 
rhe Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Powers that 


thould reſtrain it take no Notice, ſuffer 


it to appear in the Streets, in the Face 
of the Sun, with the utmoſt Impudence 


and Freedom ; and the Laws rhemſelves, 


which call for Juſtice againſt it, are ti- 


ed down and gagg d by the Treachery 


of thoſe that ſhould act by them, When 


things are thus, tis a dangerous Sym⸗ 


ptom of the approaching Ruine of that 


Kingdoms as ſuch only in' this Life, will, 
for the Honour of his Providence, not 


be very long ere he revenge himſelf of 


ſuch a Nation. I need not put you in 
Mind of the old World, and the Ci- 
ties of Sodom and Gomorrah, entirely 
ruined in a' dreadful and remarkable 
Manner for their Sins, and particularly 
for their Lufs, The whole Story of 


1 Cor, 10, 11. God's Dealing with the Jews, which 


/ 


155 was written Jon our Admonition, upon whom 


the, 


- + — 
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the Buds of the World are come, is De- 

monſtration enough, that * Lewdweſs, Ha. 4. 2,32 

Drunkenueſs, Prophaneneſs, Sic. as well e.. 5, 

as /dolatry, provoke the Wrath of God, = 1. 13; 

and are in their Conſequences fatal to 22,25. 

the Public, where they are ſuffered 14d. 197-33, 

without Correction; and that as to the 

Jews themſelves, the Incurſions of their 

Enemies, the Slaughter of their Forces, 

the Deſolation of their City and Tem- 

ple, their ſeveral Captivities, and at laſt 

the utter Deſtruction of their Church 

and State by the Romans, were the 

Judgments of God upon them, not on- 

ly for their Idolatry or Unbelief, but 

alſo for their other Wickedneſs. Joſe- 

pbus, their own Hiſtorian, acknowledg- 

ing, That as he thought no Nati- Re 

* on under Heaven ever ſuffered ſuch Jo 1 255 

. * things as they did from the Romans; 

So none from the Beginning of the 

* World abounded morè in all kinds 

of Impiety and Vice. And that theſe 

things might have been prevented by 

the Care of good Magiſtrates, in timely 
uniſhing ſuch Vices, appears from the 
Declaration of God Himſelf, Ran ye 100 g,, f. 1. 
and fro thro the Streets of Jeruſalem, 

and ſee nom, and know, and ſeek 7 0 


and I will 
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broad Places thereaf, if ye tan fd 4 Man, 
if there be any that executeth Judgment 

pardon it: And from the Ex- 
ample of the Zeal of Phine has, againſt 


Nin. 25-11-the Luſt of Zimri and Cosbi, Shich 


$4 1702. 


Date d Feb. 


brought down a Bleſſing upon himſelf, | 
and {toppd the Wrath of God againſt 
the People. Our preſent Queen has pi. 
ouſly declared Her * 2 of this in Her 
5 * againſt Prophaneneſs 


and Immorality, which She acknow- 


ledges are highly diſpleaſing to God, 4 
great Reproach to the Religion and Go- 


wernmeet of England, and if not. timely 
remedied, may juſtly draw down. the Di- 


wine Vengeance upon Her and Her King- 


dems. So that as they expect the. B 
ing ef God to make Fler Reign "happy 


| and proſperous, Her ——.— are re- 


quired to put in Execution the Laws 
againſt Impiety and Vice; for. She diſ- 


Claims / Hope ef the Divine Aſſiſtance 


to preſerve the State and the Proteſtant 
Religion in due Safety, without a Re- 
ligious Obſervation. of God's Laws, and 


Execution of Her own; In ſhort, we 
have all the Ground æhat can be both 


from Scripture and Reaſon to conclude, 


ſar Wickodneſs, where it is not Ty 
| e 
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licly diſcouraged, betrays a Nation to 
the Judgments and the Curſe of Hea- 
ven, and is the readieſt Way our Ene · 


mies themſelyes could propoſe to ruine 
us. 


Another Argument, in this Matter, ArgumentlII, 


is drawn from the Obligation a Ma- 
giſtrate's Oath lays upon — to execute 
theſe as well as other Statutes. When a 
Juſtice of Peace is ſworn into the Com- 
miſſion, he makes Oath --- That as dalton, c. 4; 
7 Juſtice of the Peace in the County of 
by in all Articles in the Queens 
& Commiſſion to him directe, he 
a * ſhall do equal Right ro the Poor 
and to the Rich, after his Cunning, 
« Wit, and Power, and after the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of the Realm, and Sta- 
0 „ tutes thereof made; and that he ſhall 
© not let for Gift or other Cauſe, but 
* well and truly do his Office in that 
© behalf. This "Oath refers him to his 
Commiſſion, and all Articles therein to 
him directed; what thoſe are, you will 
find in the firſt Aſſignavimus of the Com- 
miſſion. © We have aſſigned you and Dat. « N 
* every one of you jointly and ſeverally 
©. our Juſtices, Ic. to keep and cauſe: 
« "ro be . all Ordinances and = — 
made 


* 
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made for the Good of the Peace, 
and for Conſervation - of the ſame, 
and for the quiet Rule and Govern- 


e ment of our People in all and every 


© the Articles thereof, in our ſaid Coun- 
* ty, according to the Force, Form, 
and Effect of the ſame; and to cha- 
* ftiſe and puniſh all Perſons offending 
| © againſt the Form of thoſe Ordinances, 
* or Statutes, or any of them, in the 
County aforeſaid, as according to 
„the Form of thoſe Ordinances and 
« Statutes ſhall be fit to be done. So 
that he is ſolemnly ſworn to the Exe- 
cution of all ſuch Statutes as the Legi- 
ſlative Power of the Nation has thought 
fir to throw upon his Care; as are all 
thoſe. made againſt Drunkenneſs, T ipling, 
prophane Swearing, Blaſphemy lewd and 
diſorderly Practices, and Propbanat ian of 
the. Lord i. Day, as much as any other 
Statutes whatſoever. Tis hard to ima- 
gine how a Juſtice of Peace can think 
himſelf more concern'd by his Office 
to puniſh Yagabonds, ſuppreſs Riots, de- 
termine Settlements of the Poor, or pri- 
vate Quarrels of the Neighbourhood, 
than he is to levy Twelve Pence on a 


Frapbane Swearer, Five Shilliogs on a 


1 Prun. 
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Drunkard, Ten Shillings on the Pub- 
lic-Houſe that ſuffers Tipling , or any 
other Penalty which the Law exacts 
from the Vices and Immoralities of 
Mankind. The ſame Oath, the ſame 
Commiſſion, the | ſame Statute-Law 
binds: him both to the one and the 
other, laying an equal Obligation upon 
his Conſcience. - How a Magiſtrate, 
who: wiltully neglects to-puniſh: Exceſs, 
Prophaneneſs and Impiety, (be he ne- 
ver ſo induſtrious and exact in other 
Parts of his Office) can excuſe him- 
ſelf from the Guilt of Perjury, I don't 
nd to know; but if he reaſons fair- 

y, he will find himſelf as much for- 
ſworn, as an Evidence, who upon his 
Oath to declare the whole Truth, con- 
ceals the moſt conſiderable Part of it; 
and his Perjury ſo much the more in- 
famous, as the ill Example and Effects. 
of it will be miſchie vous. = 
Eug. Well, Theotimus,” This is a ö 
Chapter, I dont know what to think 
on't. Go on to ſomewhat elſe. | 

Th. But let me engage you then to 
conſider this Argument ſeriouſiy the 
next time you are alone. I lay on? 
abi : 10471 Dtte 
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Streſs 5 it, than to be willing it 

Ex. Your Argument's rong to 
one that has any Remains of boſe 
ence and the Fear of God left in him, 
that it will be thought of; for the 
Obligation of an Oath is certainly a 
very fatred thing, 
Tb. Tis pity all the World does not 

think it ſo; or at leaſt, that Men ſo 
often forget in Praftice what they: al- 
low in Theory. But to put them in 
Mind of this Obligation, and leave 
them inexcuſable, Her Majeſty has ta- 
ken Care by W e een to 
enforce 2: 4 

Eig. Thoſe Prochniations 1 dend are 
very ſtrict. and frequently read to 'us. 
'T were well if they were better - at- 
tended to than they are. 

Tb. We have there the One 
of an excellent Princeſs, to revive and 

reinforce the Execution of thoſe good 
Laws; Which is a new Obligation upon 


every one of us to do our Duty, and 
may very well come in for another 
Argument in the Caſe. 

As the whole 'Courſe of Her Na- 


ſty's Reign has ſhewn Her a . 
an 
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and affectionate Mother to Her People, 
fo in this She has more eſpecially ex- 
preſſed Her Zeal for their Eternal, as 
well as Temporal Happineſs. In leſs 
than Twenty Days after Her Succeſſion ,,,,.; 26. 
to the Crown, She publiſhed Her firſt 1702. 
Proclamation of this Nature; and with- 
in the Compaſs of Her firſt Tears Reign, Feb. 25. 
She fent out another, more ftri in 1702. 
bome Particulars than the former; by 

which She requires the utmoſt Care of 
Vie Magiftrates to ſopprels and Dunn 
VIce. 
I have the Second Proclamation here 
by me, and if pleaſe we will re- 
mark ſome p ages in it. It is worth 
the taking Notice of, that Her Majeſty 
 comphans'm the Beginning of it, that 

_ fo little Regard was had to the other 
which She fent our before, the Laws 
therein mentioned hiring not ' beew execu- 
ted according to Her juſt Expectation 
and Command. And toward 72 latter 
End of it, She directs and commands 
all judges of Aſſize and Juſtices of the 
peace to give ſtrict Charges at their 
reſpective Aſſizes and Seſſions, not on: 
ly for the Proſecution of Offenders, 


but af of all "_ that; contrary to 
their 


4 


Service of 


the Peace, &c. to le VER 
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their Duty, ſh4ll be remiſs or negligent in 
putting the Laws againſt Vice and Pro- 
phaneneſs in Execution. From whence 
I infer, that Her Majeſty hears of and 
reſents the Negligence of Her. Juſtices 


in this Matter; and that our Diſtance 


from the Court will not be able whol- 
ly to skreen us from the Inſpection of 
a wiſe and careful Sovereign. But to 
proceed. We moſt ſeriomſiy and 
religiouſly confidering (ſays Her Ma- 
jeſty ) that it is an indiſpenſable Duty on 
Os, to be careful, above all other things, 
to preſerve and advance the Honour and 
Almighty God, and. to diſcou- 
rage and ſuppreſs all Vice, Prophaneneſs, 
Debauchery and Immorality, which are ſo 
highly diſpleaſing to God, &c. do hereby 
STRICT LT charge an command. all 
Our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, J ices of 

RT V0 l 
LANT and SIT RIC inthe DLS 
COVERT and EFFECTUAL 
P ROSECUTION and PUNISH- 
MENT of all Pcrſons who ſhall be 
guilty of exceſſive Drinking, Blaſphemy, 
prophane Swearing and C — 5 Lewaneſs, 


| Prophanation of the Lord - Day, &c. to 


ſuppreſs Bawdy-Houſes, and Gaming: 
| | Houſes; 
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Houſes; to put in Execution the Sta- 
tute 29 Car. 2. c. 7. for the Obſervati- 
on of Saudays, the 9 Will. 3. againſt 
Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs, aud A LI. 
OT HER LAWS mow in Force, for 
puniſhing and ſuppreſſing the Vices afore- 
ſaid, as they will anſwer it to Almighty 
God, and upon Pain of Our higheſt Diſe 
pleaſure. 

Words cannot be framed more pofi- 
tive, or. more emphatical, to give us the 
Senſe of the Royal Authority in this 
Matter. If Princes are to be obeyed, 
and every Ordinance of theirs to be ſub- 
mitted to, how can a Magiſtrate, thus 
ſtrictly charged from the Throne, up- 
on his Allegiance to God and his So- 
vereign, pretend to anſwer it to either, 
if he be negligent in what Her Majeſty 
has ſo earneſtly required of him? She 
(be Her Zeal never ſo great for the 
Reformation of her People) cannot be 
every where in Perſon to ſee it effe- 
cted; therefore She empowers Her 
ſubordinare Magiſtrates to act with 
Her Authoriry, and in Her Name, for 


that Purpoſe, throughout Her Domi- | 


nions ; She repoſes ſuch a Truſt in them, 
and there can be * but * 
ther 
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ther they muſt fait hfully diſcharge or 
wickedly betray that Truſt, == | 
Eug. But ſome will anſwer you, That 
Proclamations of this kind are only fer 
Form Sate; ſome certain Reaſons of 3 
State there are, why the Government % 
ſhould ſeem to diſcountenance Vice, 
and yet perhaps would not be very 
much pleas'd to be too vigorouſly o- 
beyed. | = 
Th, In the firſt Place however, I ob- 
ſerve, that Vice is what the Wiſdom of 
all Governments thinks it laudable to } 
diſcountenance. Reaſons of State are 
nothing but Maxims of Policy ; and if | 
there are ſuch Reaſons for appearing i 
to frown upon Immorality and Pro- 
phaneneſs, it is evidence enough to the 
Reputation of Virtue and Religion, as 
the wiſeſt Methods to ſupport the Go- 
vernment. But beſides this, the Obje- 
ction charges a virtuous Prince with 
direct Hypocriſie. Her Proclamation | 
( founded upon Laws that are in Force | 
to the ſame Purpoſe ) is the declared 
Rule by which She commands Her Ju- 
ſices of Peace and others in Authorj- 
ty to act; now if She have a ſecret he- 
ſervation contrary to what She has Fe 
PE! clare 
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clared to be Her Will, how ſhall we 


know it? How ſhall we govern our 
ſelves in acting? For my Part, I 
think we have nothing to do, but i» 


YZ Obedience to act by Her expres Com- 


mand in the Proclamation, and in 
Charity and Reſ[pe to believe She 
would have us do fo. 
Eig. Well, Friend, have you any 
more Arguments? If you have, pray 
diſpatch them. 3 of 


35 


Th. Yes, I have two more. One is 4. V. 


from the Advantage it will be to the 
Poor, to whom the Forfeitures upon 
theſe Statutes are by Law appropriated. 
This, tho it be not the chief Intention 
of the Law, is an accidental Conſe- 
quence of it: And were theſe Penal- 
ties duly exacted, they would amount 
(I fear ) to a very conſiderable Sum, 
the Generality of People being fo vici- 
ous as they are; and this would go a 
great way toward the Maintenance of 
thoſe poor Creatures whom we now 
complain of as a Burden. Not a Beg- 


gar would be ſeen in our Streets, ſmall 


Collections ( if any) need to be made 
in our Pariſhes ; thoſe that are Naked 
might be cloathed, thoſe that are Idle 


D2 might 


* 
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might be employed in publick Work- 
Houſes; and in ſhort, we ſhould ſcarce 


have a very poor Subject in the Nation. 


For tis generally Vice and Extrava- 
gance that make Men poor, eſpecially 
Printing and Gaming, Idleneſs and 
Lewdneſs : Now if theſe were removed, 


by the due Execution of the Laws, the 
great Occafrons of Poverty would be 


taken away, and Men would be left 
to thrive (as God deſigned they ſhould) 


by Sobriery and Induſtry. Or if they ; 
cannot be wholly or ſuddenly ſuppreſ- | 
ſed, yet the pecuniary Penalties levied 


on Offenders would in the mean time 
contribute largely to the Support of 
ſuch as are already poor. It's true, per- 
haps, this might not laſt long; the vi- 
gorous Execution of Laws would ſtartle 
uch as have Reaſon to fear it, and keep 
them upon their Guard, ſo that the Num- 


ber of Offences would quickly leſſen, and | 
conſequently the Money to be raiſed 
would leſſen too; but in the mean time 


the Poor would be well provided for, and 
at the Charge of Vice, where the Bur- 


den ought to lie; and if Vice fall into 


Decay by rigorous Uſage, the other 


Conſequence will take Place, of keeping 
many from thoſe extravagant Meaſures | 


that 
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that would impoveriſh them; and 
thereby, in Courſe of time, the Naum- 
ber of Poor would be leſſened, as well 
as the Fund that ſhould maintain them. 


My laſt Argument I draw from the Aug. VI. 


Charity we owe our vicious Neighbour, in 
endeavouring to reclaim him. I don't 
know any thing which the World 
more generally ſubſcribes to, than the 
Excellence of Charity. Now every one 
that conſiders the Nature of Benefits, 
muſt own that the Value of them riſes, 
not only in Proportion to the Degree 
of our Neighbour's Neceſlity, as he 
is more or /eſs in want, but alſo to the 
Quality of what he ſtands in need of, 
as he wants ths or that, ſome things 
being of more Importance to him than 
others. And therefore ſo much as his 
Eternal Happineſs in the World to come 
is of greater Concern than a ſhort and 
tranſitory Sub ſiſtance in ths Life, the 
Charity of reclaiming him from Vice, 
and reducing him to thoſe ſober and 
religious Courſes that will bring him 
in due time to Heaven, muſt be pro- 
portionably much greater than only to 
cloath his Nakedneſs, relieve his Hun- 
ger, or any other Inſtance that termi- 
1 D3 nates 
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tures, and eſpec 


poſſible, to reflect more ſeriouſly on 
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nates only in this preſent mortal State 
The Affection which the bleſſed God 
of Mercy bears to all his rational Crea- 
ially to Chriſtians, has 
made this the particular Buſineſs of his 
Miniſters, to perſwade Men from the 
Pulpit, to be wiſe in Matters of their 


trueſt and eternal Intereſt, The Care 
and Piety of our Governours has alſo 
enacted many good Laws with this 
very End and Deſign, to ſtop Men in 


the Career of Wickedneſs, reform their 
vicious Manners, and oblige them, if 


another World, before they be called 
away by Death to enter upon it. Cere 
tainly then rhe Execution of theſe Laws, 
with which every ſubordinate Magi- 
ſtrate is entruſted to that Purpoſe, is a 
Charity they owe to thoſe who are 
running blind and headlong to their 
own everlaſting Mifery. 

Eg. Give me leave now to go on 
with my Objections; your leſt Argu- 
ment naturally introduces ſome of 
them, One is, that in this Work of 
Reformation, the Magiſtrate is confined 
and limited; he can act no further than 


the Laps of the State empower him, 


which | 
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which muſt be deficient in many In- 
ſtances and in many Circumſtances, 
as all humane Laws are; and therefore 
are not extenſi ve enough to reach all thoſe 
Vices that will make us miſcrable here- 
after, nor in many Caſes entirely to ſup- 


preſs the Vices they will reach = 

Th, | am ready to grant you this, 
that a Juſtice of Peace is limited by 
the Laws he is ſworn to act by; and 


can go no further in his Zeal for ſup- 
Si Vice, than they will allow him; 


nor is it fit he ſhould. But ler him go 


ſo far, tis all that God and Man re- 


quire of him, and I hope I have fuffi- 
ciently proved that ſo much they do 


require. Nor is the Charity leſs: For 
if I be ſtraitned in my own Circum- 


ſtances. and have but little to give to a 


poor Wretch that asks me, and I re- 
heve him proportionably to what | 
have; is not this as truly Charity in me, 
as if out of a more plentiful Fortune I 


had given more? Can a Magiltrate 
pretend to juſtifie himſelf at the Bar of 


God, when he comes to be tried for 
Eternity upon the due Execution of his 
Office, that becauſe he could not do 
fo much by Law as he himſelf was plea- 
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ſed-to think neceſſary for the Suppreſ- 


fing Vice, he choſe rather to fit ſtill, 
and let it take its Courſe without Di- | 
ſturbance 2 Will not the great and ter- 
rible God, who expects an Improve- 
ment of the Talents he has committed 
to us, (and that of Authority, to be ſure, 
as well as the reſt, ) reproach him as a 


ſlothful and wicked Servant, who pre- 


tending Fear leſt he ſhould not anſwer 
his Maſter's Expectation, has buried 
the Advantages he had for doing Good, 
in /dlexeſs and doing nothing. | 

Eug. But the Suppreſſion of ill Cu- 
ſtoms is a vaſt and impracticable Duder- 
taking, wherein Succels is hardly to 
be hoped for ; and if we fail in the At- 
tempt, all that we have done will freng- 
then Vice, inſtead of impairing it. 

Tb. Vil warrant you, Eugenius ; don't 
fear that. This Lion in the Way, when 
you approach it nearer, you will find 
to be a harmleſs Statue, or at moſt an 
old and toothleſs Enemy, and if you at⸗ 
tack it with the Courage of a Chriſtian, 
not- invincible. Difficulties there are, 
but ſuch as a good Reſolution may 
break thro. Attempts of this Nature 
were begun in London, about Seyen- 

_ = -__ re 


Execution of the Las. 41 
teen Years ago, by a ſmall inconſidera- See the 4c- 
ble Number of Gentlemen at firſt, and 8 9 - 
met with Oppoſition and Diſcourage- Reformari | 
ent enough, but ( by the Providence of Manners. 
of God, which has viſibly appeared to 
favour this excellent Work) they have 
fince gained Ground exceedingly ; ma- 
ny Thouſands of prophane Swearers, 
Drunkards, and other lewd and diſſolute 
Perſons have by the Induſtry of good 
Men and good Magiſtrates been 
brought to ſuffer the Penalties of the 
Law for their Offence, with great and 
happy Succeſs ; to the Honour of Reli- 
gion, and the great Mortification of 
mpiety, which dare not now appear 
with half the Impudence it did. The 
like Zeal, from their Example, has | 
ſpread its ſelf not only into ſeveral See the Pro- 
Parts of Great Britain and Ireland, buts'*" 7 hat f N be 
into Holland, Flanders, Switzerland, Reformation 
Denmark, Sweden, ſome parts of Germa- of Manners, 
, and our Plantations in America; be- printed 176. 
ing every where received with Honour 
and Applauſe; except at Home, by 
ſome, who ( as a Reverend Divine ex- *n,. willis's 
preſſes it in his Sermon) * affect the Re- Sermon before | 


| pation of being wiſe by doing nothing, the Societies 


and *103* 


What is to be done in that Cate? Why 


4 Eſſay upon the 
and by neither giving themſelves nor 
peg any Trouble. TW 

hope ] have ſaid enough to prove, 
that the thing is far from beingimpract ica- 
ble, and the Succeſs from being deſperate. 
But ſuppoſe the worſt, that at preſent 
we ſhould not ſucceed , but Vice ſo far 
prevail as to overbear the Authority of 
Laws and the Vigour of thoſe that 
execute them: Which you muſt how- 
ever remember is not the Caſe; be- 
cauſe we may, with God's Bleſſing, do 
much Good in this Matter, as I have 
told you others have evidently done. 


certainly we ought to keep a good 
Conſcience in as faithful, dive and 
' conſtant Diſcharge of our Duty, and 
leave the Succeſs to God, whoſe Ho- 
nour is intended by it, and in whoſe 
Strength tis undertaken. We are not 
to tie up the Almighty to ſerve our im- 
petuous Expectations: perhaps at pre- 
ſent, things may not ſucceed according 
to our Wiſhes, yet afterwards they 
may, if we perfiſt in our Endeavours, 
When we have fincerely dene our beſt 
to reform the World, and have done 
ſome good Service towards it, if not ſa 


much 
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much as we would, we have Reaſon to be 
very thankful, and to take great Satisfa- 
ction in our Endeavours : Nay, tho' our 
beſtEndeavours have had no good Effects, 
which, as I had faid, cannot well be ſuppo- 
ſed to fall out, it will yeild us at leaſt a 
much more comfortable Reflection when 
we come to die, than the Cowardice of 
not attempting for Fear of not ſueceed- 1 
ing. If the Difficulty of the Work 
have any Influence, it ſhould inflame the 
Heroic Chriſtian to more Vigour, inſpi- 
rit his Devotions with more Fervency 
in begging God's Aſſiſtance, and im- 
prove his Faith in a more firm Depen- 
dance upon God and Expectation ot his 
Reward to come. For the bleſſed God 
we ſerve does not proportion our Wages 
to our Succeſs, but to our honeſt Induſtry. 2 Cor. 1. 12: 
He will not let us loſe our Reward, Our 
Rejoicing, lays St. Paul, is this, the Teſti- 
mony of our Conſcience, that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wif- 
dom, but by the Grace of God, we have 
had our Converſation in the World. I here- 1 Cor. 1 5. 584 
fore, ſays he in another Place, be ye 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 
tom that your Labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord. To the ſame Purpoſe 
| is 
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is that of God by the Prophet Ezekiel, 
Tet if thou warn the Wicked, and he 
turn not, &c. he ſhall die in his Iniquity, 
but thou haſt delivered thy Soul, 
Eng, Well; ſuppoſe it not to be whol- 
ly impracticable, tis not like to be 
much better. If a Juſtice of Peace, who 


will regard theſe Matters, drive out 


Lewdneſs, and Drunkenneſs, and other 
ill Practices, from one Pariſh or Liberty, 
ill People who have a Mind to Vice 
will enjoy themſelves in the next. 

Th. A Juſtice of Peace's Authority 
extends thro' all the County, or gene- 


ral Diviſion of the County, for which 


he is in Commiſſion. He is not tied 
up to Pariſhes, and little Diſtricts, 
but upon Information duly given him, 
may puniſh Vice in every Part of ſuch 
County or Diviſion. If he happen in- 
deed to live upon the Borders of his Ju- 
riſdiction, a neighbouring Liberty may 
harbour (perhaps) the ſcandalous Re- 
fugees of Vice, and he cannot tell 
how to puniſh them; but thoſe Ma- 
giſtrates that have Authority there, 
and take no Notice of them, have the 
dreadful Guilt to anſwer for, of abetting 
them in their Sins. Howeyer, the Ob: 
jection extends pnly to prove, that 
. | your 
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your neighbouring Juſtices ought alſo 
to do their Duty, but it will not coun- 
tenance you in the Neglect of yours. 

Eug. After all that can be done in 
Execution of the Laws, we can hope 
to produce no more than ax outward 
Reformation only, by ſuch Means. 1 

Th. Why not? You don't know | 
how far the bleſſed Spirit of God may 
work upon the Offender's Mind, when 
he reflects upon the Penalty and Dif- 
grace he ſuffers from the Law for his 
Offence, We are told, that many Per- 
ſons have actually been brought to ſeri- 
ous Conſideration by theſe Means, and 
that by the Grace of God may ripen 

in time to a thorough Converſion. - 
The firſt Thought that naturally ariſes 
in the Offender is, What harm is there 
in the thing Pm puniſhed for > Perhaps 
at preſent he thinks, there is not much. 
But it will ſtill run in his Mind: 
when his Reaſon is cool, and he debates 
it over again, perhaps he will reflect, 
that from his Bible and the Pulpit, as 
well as from the Bench, he has heard 
his Practice more than once condemn- 
ed, all good Men diſclaim it, both in 

their Diſcourſe and in their Lives, 55 

| S 
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he finds, by dear Experi 


of Sin. For this Reaſon they 
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ience, that the 


Repreſentatives of the Nation in Parlia- 
ment have branded it as an Offence 
worth taking Notice of by Laws ; and 
all theſe Conſiderations laid together 
may poſſibly weigh him down to ſome- 
thing more than an exterior Gravity 
and decent Behaviour. And ſuppoſe 
they do not go ſo far immediately, yet 
it is of great Advantage to' Of- 
fenders, and to the Public, to render 


the Practice of Vice and Prophaneneſs 


uneaſſe, and ſcandalous to thoſe that love 

it. When Men are afraid of being 
overheard in every Oath they ſwear, of 
being diſcovered in every Act of Lewd- - 
neſs, of being ſeen and informed againſt 


for every drunken Debauch, and of ha- 


ving the Penalties of the Law exacted 
from them again, and that they will 
thereby be rendered infamous on theſe 
Accounts, they can enjoy themſelves 
no where with that Security, Reputati- 


on, and Pleaſure they propoſe in Wick- 


edneſs, and this takes off all the Guſt 
will ſoon 
be aſhamed and weary of the Practice, 
and leave it off; and when they have 
done that, they are in a great Meaſure 


armed againſt the moſt dangerous Pre- 


judice 
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judice in Favour of Vice, that it gave 
them daily Pleaſure without any Diſ- 
race attending it. Again, let an ill 
Pabit be broke, and they have time 
to think of what is ſaid againſt it, and 
(generally ſpeaking ) tis natural for 


too, againſt a Practice which them- 
ſelves have forſaken, if it be but to ju- 
ſtifie themſelves for having forſaken it. 
Want of Confideration is undoubtedly 
that which doſes the Sinner to his fa- 
tal Sleep of Vice and Prophaneneſs : 
Now when the Law has cuppd and 
ſcarified him, and awakened him by Se- 
verities, Conſideration enters, and by the 
Bleſſing of G 


And Suppoſe that Reformation, in the 


Men to gatber Arguments, and vent them 


od, Recovery may follow. 


moſt Inſtances, goes no further than a 


Man's outward Behaviour yet even this 
is ſo great a Decency, ſo vaſt an Advan- 
tage to the World, ſuch a public Ju · 
flice and Honour done to our moſt ex- 


cellent and holy Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 


nity, by ſhewing it, as it is, an Enemy 
to all vicious Practices; it is ſo great a 
Means to retrieve the Reputation of 
Virtue and Religion, which is now ſo 
ſunk and even brought into Contempt 


by 
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by the Impunity and Inſolence of Vice 
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and Prophaneneſs, to prevent others 


falling into ſuch ſcandalous Practices, 


to- keep off the Judgments of God 


from our Nation, by puniſhing and 


bringing to Shame all thoſe that openly 
diſhonour Him; that upon theſe Accounts 
only 'tis well worth all the Laws of 
the State that are or can be made a- 
gainſt Immorality, and all the poſſible 


Vigour of Magiſtrates who are entru- 


Olje, IX, 


ſted with their Execution. 

Eug. I have heard it objected, that 
the Defign of thoſe Laws is only iu ter- 
rorem; and that if all Penal Statutes 


were rigorouſly executed, there would 


be no living one by another, it would de- 
ſtroy Society. 

'Th. God forbid, that | Wickedneſs 
ſhould be eſſential to Society. The 


plain Exgliſb of their Objection is, that 


People can't live except they enjoy their 
Vices; they can't live out-of a Tavern 


or an Ale-Houſe, they can't live with- 


out being drunk and lewd, without 
Swearing, and Curſing, and Gaming, 


Sc. If they be in earneſt, let them die 


4 for want of Opportunities of Vice, 


and let us that outlive them fee whe- 
. ther 
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ther the Public will have any great Loſs 
by the Humour. But is not this an 
unſufferable Affront to the Civil Gos 
vernment, to ſay, that the Laws ena- 
Red by it, which were apparently de- 
/ianed for the Advantage, muſt, if exe- 
cuted, turn to the Befallen of Socies 
ty? I muſt tell you further, tis a 
great Impertinence in your Objectors 


to ſuppoſe, that Laws are therefore not 
to be executed, becauſe they are intend- 


ed in Terrorem only. All Laws are 
chiefly intended in Terrorem, I own: 
but how? That the Penalties being 
exacted from ſuch guilty Perſons as fall 
within the Knowledge and the Reach 
of Juſtice, all others who are inclined 
to be guilty of the ſame Crimes may, 
by the Example of ſuch Puniſhments, 
be deterted from committing them: 
This is the Terror which the Laws are 
armed with; but pray what Terror 


have they when they are not put in 


Execution? No Body fears them, be- 
cauſe no Body ſuffers by them ; and 
then, of what Uſe are they? Executi⸗ 
on is the very Life of all Laws; and 
tis Nonſenſe to ſay, that when any Law 
is made, it is not Seng to be execs 


euted 
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cuted. The Government publiſhes it 
in Print, in Form of an Act of Patlia- 
ment, with the Queen's Authority in 
the Face ont; by this Act we find 
ſuch Penalties entailed upon the due 
Conviction of ſuch Offences, and the 
Execution charged upon all Her Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace. What 
have we to do in this Caſe, but to ſee 
that the Commands of Authority be 
obeyed, and thoſe that diſobey be pu- 
niſhed ? Her Majeſty has ſent us down 
no ſecret Inſtroctions to diſpenſe with 
the Execution of this Law ; and if She 
ſhould, it would not warrant out Neg- 
lect; becauſe the whole Legiſlative 
Power has. not diſcharged us, nor can 
do it without a formal Repea! of the 
Statute. The Parliament agrees to 
the Execution of the Laws apainſt 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs, by ſtill 
. „ thoſe Acts in their full 

orce, without repealing or 4 
of them: The Caen declares in He 
Proclamation, That 'tis Her earneſt 
Defire to have all theſe Penal Statutes 
put in full Execution. How then hall 
or 07 preſume to know, by ſuch 
Affurances as ſhould govern u, _ 


Execution of the Laws. 
the Crows and Parliament, which made 
thoſe Laws, would not have them execu- 
ted, neither Party declaring any thing 
but that they would? Nor do we owe 
ſo much Civility and Reſpect to ſome 
popular Vices, as to put a Difference 
betwixt the Laws againſt them, and 


thoſe againſt Burglary, Murder, or any 


thing elſe, which may as well be laid 
aſide as the other; why ſhould not the 
Cry be made againſt the Execution of 
theſe Laws too? The Penalty I'm ſure 


lings, Ten Groats, or Twelve Pence by 


the other; and if good Nature and 


good Neighbourhood be to chuſe which 
Laws of the two ſhould not be execu- 
methinks the faireſt Plea would 
lie againſt thoſe that have the ſevereſt 
Penalty annexed, But the true Secret 
of the Difference made by ſome Men 
in the Point of Execution is; that 
Robbery, Murder, and the like, in- 
croach npon the Safety of their Lives 
and Eftates; whereas Drunkenneſs , 
prophane Swearing, and other Debau- 
cheries, have 10 further harm in them 
than as they diſbonour and affront Al- 
mighty God, and bring Damnation to the 

805 Ea Mel, 


is greater: Death by theſe; Five Shil- 
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ohedt. X. 


would become of ut, were all the Statutes 


An Eſſay upon the 


Offeuder, which the jolly Patrons of 
- Vice are very little concerned for. In 
ſhort, the Objection is ſcandalous and 
filly; and if they would know what 


againſt Immorality put in Execution, 
Fil tell them; we ſhould be that Peo- 
ple whom God would love, our Ene- 
mies would fear ; whom all wiſe Men 
would admire, and all good Men would 
bleſs; and if we were in Danger of any 
thing, it would be, that contemplating 
the Happineſs of our Country, we 
ſhould” love this World too well, and 
think too little of the net. 
Eug. I find, Theotimus, you're very 


zealous in the Cauſe: But what think 


you of Objections of another Nature? 
Such Rigour in exacting pecuniary Pe- 
nalties, from ordinary and labouring 
Men eſpecially, will diſable them from 
paying. their Tas. 

Th. If they will be vicious, the Law 


has thought fit they ſhould pay for't, 


whatever be the Conſequence. And I 
muſt tell you that thoſe Penalties are 
as much a Part of tbe Taxes they are 
bound to pay, as Window- Money, 


Land-Tax, or any other; both laid 


upon 
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upon them by Act of Parliament, only 
the Profits of the one Her Majeſty 
takes for public Uſes, and thoſe of the 
other She gives away to the Poor. 
Beſide, if any thing be to blame, for 
AHiſabling ſuch a Man to pay his Quo- 
ta to the Government, it is his Vices, 
the Conſequence of which by Law, is 
parting 'with his Money levied upon 
him on their Account. The Juſtice of 
Peace is not to be charged with it: He 
does his Duty; but the Offender is to 
anſwer for that, who wilfully difables 
himſelf, by chuſing rather to pay his 
Money than reform his Morals. 


Eng, By being ſevere upon the Dif- 04jea. Xl. 


orders of public Houſes, and particu- 
larly by not ſuffering them to entertain 
Company upon the Lord's-Day, I have 
been told that you, for your own Part, 
have very much ſunk the Revenue of Ex- 
ciſe in this Part of the Country. And 
I aſſure you, Theotimus, this Objection 
is thought to make a conſiderable Fi- 
1 FPS , 
Tb. Amongſt the Fxciſemen, I ſup- 
poſe, and the Ale-Houſe-Aeepers: But 
every Man of Senſe and Virtue will be 
aſhamed of it, and Her Majeſty, it She 
org 3 knew, 
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She has publiſſid, Wherein She 


© verns, or other Public-Houſes what- 


An Bſſay upon the 
knew, wouldmeyer thank them for it. 
For after two excellent Proclamations 


* charges us to take effectual Care 
* ro prevent all Perſons keeping Ta- 


* ſoever, from SELLING Waine, 


© Chocolate, Coffee, Ale, Beer, or other 


* Liqours, or RECEIVING or 
* PERMITTING Gueſts to BE 
* or REMAIN IN ſuch their 


_ © Houſee ON THE LORD. D Ax, 
© except in Caſes of Neceſlity and 


Charity, as we will anſwer it to 
* Almighty God, and upon Pain of 
© Her higheſt Diſpleaſure : What can 


be a more inſolent Reflexion upon 


Her, than to inſinuate, that She has 
ſtill a ſecret Reſerve far Her Revenue 
to be maintained by the Impieties and 
Vices of Her People? Is it not to 


charge Her with the utmoſt Diſſimu- 


lation and Hypocriſie, if when She 
commands us to be Temperate and So- 
ber, and particularly to forbear all Tip- 
ling in Public-Houſes on the Lord's- Day, 
in the ſtricteſt Terms that can be, 
She intends at the ſame time ( as the 
Objection ſuppoſes ) for Her own Ad- 
W712 * vantage, 


* . 
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vantage, to come at Intemperance, to 
allow of Tipling, and diſcourage thoſe 
Magiſtrates who, in Obedience to Her 
public Order, would ſuppreſs them? I 
think tis a Concluſion much more 


decent, that by this Clauſe in Her 


Proclamation She has openly and ſo- 

lemnly diſclaimed all ſuch Profits of 

Exciſe, as may be raiſed from ſuch im- 
moral Practices. 4 1 


ſelf, That the Revenue of the Crown 
will really be impaired by prohibiting 
Tipling and Drunkenneſs. I believe it 
will appear a reaſonable Computation 
that Three Parts in Four of the 
Families in this Kingdom have been 
reduced to want (if not only, yet chief- 
ly) by haunting Taverns or Ale- 
uſes, Elpecially labouring Men, 
who very often conſume there on the 
Lorg's-Day what they have gotten all 
the Week before, and let their Families 
or ſteal for a Subſiſtance the Week 
lowing. Tis much the fame with 
too many Tradeſmen, who diſſolve 
the Profits of their Trade in Tipling 
and good Fellowſhip, which ought to 
be laid out in neceſſary Expences at 


E 4 Home, 


But further, I deny the Aſſertion it 
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2 Caſe of Neceſſity or Charity > 


An Eſſay upon the 
Home, or laid up to make Proviſion 
for their Children; and by this Means 
either they, or their Poſterity, or both, 
muſt fall into Decay. Now I ſuppoſe 


you will grant me, that as the Num- 


ber of poor and ruined Families en- 
creaſes in a Nation, the Prince that 
governs muſt find a proportionable 
Decay in his Revenue: On the other 
Side, all ſuch Laws duly executed, as 
keep Men, by Sobrjety, Temperance, 
and Frugality, in a proſperous and 


thriving Condition, do moſt effectually 


rovide at once for the Happineſs of 
the People and for tne Riches of the 
Prince, and notwithſtanding a preſent 
inconſiderable Fall in the Breite are 
really the beſt Means in the World to 
eſtabliſh the Royal Revenue, by pro- 
viding for the Saffciency of thoſe that 
are to contribute to it. 1 
Eug. I am fully ſatisfied in what 
you ſay; and yet perhaps there may 


be no great harm in taking a little Re- 


freſhment in a Public-Houſe, after Di- 
vine Service j over. Whether may not 
this fall within the ProyiGon both of 
the Proclamation and the Statutes, as 


75. 


\, 


 Bxteution of the Laws: 
Th. In Anſwer to this, I ask in the 
firſt Place, why ſo much need of Re- 


freſhment on the Sunday-Evening ? Is 


the Service of God ſuch a mighty Fa- 
tigue? It is ſeldom any where of above 


Two Hours Continuance in the Morn- 


ing, and as long in the Afternoon, with 


an Interval of Two Hours Reſt be- 


twixt them: And I dare appeal to the 
Conſciences of thoſe that plead for 
Refreſhment in a Tavern or an Ale- 
Houſe after ſuch hard Labour in the 
Churches, whether they take any 
conſiderable Pains in Religion, either 


in their Families or in private, before 


Church-time, that may contribute 
over and above to the ſpending of their 
Spirits. I doubt it's too true, that 
| thoſe who inſiſt upon the Objection, 
(which 1 dare fay Eugenius does not, 


as from his own - Judgment, but from 


the common Cant of thoſe that are in- 
tereſted in the Pleas for Drinking,) 
neither trouble themſelves much with 
Religion at Home, nor with Attention 
to what's done at Church; but either 
fleep away the Prayers and Sermon, or 
trifle away moſt of the time in wor/d!y 


- houghts of their Pleaſure or their Bu- 


fineſs ; 
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21 Fac.c. 7+ Week and every Hour of every 2 
5 Bn os? | | Fi 
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beat up their 


fineſs ; and therefore cannot 6 | ſuppo- 
ſed to ſuffer any great Cook 1 


umption of 


their Spirits by the Service of the 


Day. But if they maſt have Refreſh- 
ment, why can't they have it at their 
own Houſes. In Truth, Refreſhment is 
but a Pretence for Exceſs and Drunken- 
»e/s in theſe. Cales, It Company 
meets together in a Public-Houſe on 
the Sunday · Evening, when there is no 
Danger of other Buſineſs that ſhall call 


them away, who ſhall tell them the 


critical Minute when they are /uficient- 
ly refreſhed? Except the Conſtable 
Quarters, they fit v 
contentedly Hour after Hour, and 

for Pint after Pint, and make them- 
ſelves Judges of their Refreſhment, till 
they re able to judge of nothing at all. If 
you ſtill ask, What harm there is in go- 
ing to a Public-Houſe, for only one Hour 


or two, and to ſtay no longer, I might 


tell you, that tis enough that the Laws 
bave forbidden it, and that Her Maje- 
ty has reinforced thoſe Laws, and agreed 
with them in Her own Proclamation 


- o. 1% fonbid it, The Statures * againſt 


Tipling extend to every Day of the 


Execution of the Laws. 
( for any thing that appears in them 
to the contrary, ) by Conſequence, to 
every Hour on Sunday, either before, in, 
or after time of Divine Service, as well 
as (and in Reaſon, much mont than) 
on any other Day. The Statute of  _ _ 
29 Car. 2. againſt Prophanation of the? 
Lord's-Day, which ſome that are re- 
tained for Vice, have declared is not hin 
at all to our Purpoſe, enacts, That all 
and every Perſon or Perſons what- 
* ſoever ſhall on every Lord's-Day, ap- 
© ply themſelves to the Obſervation of 
* the fame, by exerciſing themſelves 
* thereon in the DUTIES of PIE- 
TM and true RELIGION, 
publicly and PRIVATELY. 
Now if to fit drinking in an Ale-Houſe 
be either a public or private Duty of 
Piety, I ſubmit; but if it be (as cer⸗ 
tainly it is) a Prophanation of the 
Lord's-Day, a Miſpence of that ſacred 
time which we are eſpecially obliged 
to employ in a pious Retirement at 
Home, or in inſtructing and reading 
to our Families for their Improve- 
ment in Virtue and their eternal Hap- 
pineſs, I ſuppoſe this Law (at leaſt 
wmplicitly ) forbids it. The Clauſe that 
1 r . a he fol- 
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An Eſſay upon the 
follows will juſtiſie ſuch a Conſequence, 
* That no Tradeſman, Artificer, 
* Workman, Labourer, or other Perſon 
* whatſoever, ſhall do or exerciſe any 
* worldly. Labour, Buſineſs, or Work 
«of THEIR ORDINARY 
„ CALLINGS upon the Lord's- 
* Day, or any Part thereof; Works of 
* Neceſſity and Charity only excepted. 
Now what's the ordinary Calling of a 
Taverner, but to draw and ſell his Wine 
Of an Ale-Houſe-Keeper, but to do the 


ſame with his Ale? Of him that keeps 


a Coffee-Houſe, but to. make and ſel! 


Coffee, Tea? &c. Therefore this is 


plainly exerciſing their Trades on the 
Lord g. Day, contrary to the expreſs 
Tenor of that Statute; and thoſe that go 
to ſuch Houſes to drink there, occaſion 
them ſo to do. And if the Statute 
makes it unlawful for them to ſell their 
Liquor; the Reaſon of the Law extends 
alſo to prohibit others from fitting 
there to drink it, The Laws of the 
State are, in theſe Caſes, no more than 
a Reinforcement ( upon Temporal 
Penalties) of the Law of God, Pray 
turn to Jſaiab, If thou turn away thy 


Foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
0 | | Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure on my Holy Day, and call the 
Sabbath a Delight, the Holy of the Lord 

honourable, — ſhalt honour him, not do- 
ing thy own Ways, nor finding thy own 
Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thy own Words; 
then (halt thou delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, &c. Judge now, whether an Ale- 
Houſe Refreſhment be not finding our 
own Pleaſure; and whether the Keeper 
of a Public-Houſe, that ſupplies them 
with it, is not doing his own Ways, ex- 


erciſing his Trade, and prophaning 


that facred Day. As for the Preten- 
ces of Neceſſity and Charity, ( the only 
Caſes excepted either by Divine or 
Humane Laws) they do not reach the 
preſent Queſtion (allowing for Tra- 
vellers, and ſuch as, being Strangers 
in a Town, are forced to lodge and 
eat at Inns): Neceſſity it is not, be- 
cauſe they either do not really need the 
Refreſhment they plead for, or if they 
do, they may have it at Home; and Cha- 
rity it is not, becauſe they both neg/e# 
themſelves and their Families the while, 
and alſo keep the Maſter and Servants 
of the Public-Houſe, where 'they fit 


drinking, from employing their time re- 


ligiouſly, as they ought to do. 


6 


ä An Eſſay upon the 
Eig. May it not ſometimes happen, 
do you think, that Two or Three very 
ſaber and good Men may really need 
Refreſhmeat, after the Service is over ? 
And why ſhall they be. debarred the 
Convenience of a Public-Houſe, for 
an Hour, or half an Hour, where per- 
haps they may entertain themſelves 
with Diſcourſe ſuitable enough to the 
Day? - | 

IT. If Publ 


ic-Houſes. be kept Open 


for ſome who will be ſober and good, 


they muſt be open for others that will 
not be ſo. For wo ſhall make the 
DiſtiaRion 2 --- exclude this Company, 
and admit of that? Would not the 
Tavern and the Coffee · Houſe, that pre- 
tend to ſuch a Nicety, loſe all their 
Cuſtom? Twould be very impertinent 
if they ſhould offer at it; either a// 
mult be kept out or none. Beſides, 
thoſe that are truly good and ſober 
Men will rather go without this Re- 
freſhmenc (were it more neceſſary for 
them than it is) than ſet a public ill 
Example (by being ſeen there at ſuch. 
Times) to others, who may neither 


have the ſame Occaſion, nor uſe it 


with the ſame Sobriety, as they mo 


CR. 
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We are commanded to abſtain from all 1Thefſ: 5-22 
APPEARANCE of Boil: Be our 
own Management of ſuch Liberties ne- 
ver fo temperate and grave, yet if it 
ve Prerence to thoſe who won't be- 
ve themſelves fo well, ro conclude 
(by ſeeing . go in) that there is no 
Harm itt taking their Diverſion rhere, 
it certainly has the Appearance of Hvil, 
and does a great deal of Miſchief, as it 
encourages a great deal of Exceſs and 
Idleneſs; and further, as we ſtill keep the 
People of the Houſe from private Em- 
ployments of Religion, and oblige them 
to exertiſe their Trades as well as thoſe 
that come there with a worſe Intention. 
Eug. Pardon me, Theotimur, I can't ohjeg. XIII, 
but rhink that the prohibiting Tipling 
was only deſigned the more effectually 
to prohibit Drwrkemneſs; fo that if a 
Man be not diſordered with Drink, the 
End of the Law ſeems to be anſwered. 
Tb. And pardon me, Esgenius, if 1 
can't be of your Mind. It's true, the, , 1c 
Preamble of the Statute ſpeaks chiefly 95. 
apainſt the Entertainment of lewd 
and idle People to conſume their Mo- 
ney and their time in lewd and drunten 
Manner ; yet compare this Clauſe _ 


tb Eſſay upon tbe 
the Beginning of the ſame Section, and 

you will find that the only allowed 
Uſe of Inns, Ale-Houles, c. is for the 
lodging of Travellers upon their Road 
from Place to Place, and to ſupply the 
Wants of ſuch as are not able, by great- 
er Quantities, to make their Proviſion 
of Victuals; and therefore when Com- 
pany ſits drinking, who are neither 
Travellers lodging there, nor ſuch as * 
they invite to them, nor Labourers who 
have their Diet in ſuch Houſes, and at the 
uſual times of Eating, the Statute is 
ſuppoſed to reach them, and that this 
is the true Meaning of what the Pre- 
amble oppoſes to the right T/e. of Inns, 
the Entertainment of lemd and idle Peo- 
ple, to ſpend their Money and their Time 
in lewd and drunken Manner, However 
from the different. Penalty laid upon 
Tipling and Drunkenneis (the latter 
Five Shillings, the other but Ten Groats) 
tis plain, the Law conſiders them as 
different Offences, and diſtinctly puniſh- 
able. If Tipling were only to be in- 
terpreted by Drunkenneſs, the Crime 
vuould be the ſame, and the Puniſhment 


would be ſo too. 


Eig. 
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* of an Allowance for an Hour + 


..% 
remember ſomething: in — . i 


in Public-Houſes-;- therefore I ſuppoſe ___ 


we muſt prove the Company has been 


above that. time before we can eien OT 


either the Houſe or them. 


Th. Pray turn to the A 3 


you'll find your Miſtake. The Hour 
that runs in yu Mind is only allow-: 


ed to Labourers, &c. Dieting in a pub» 


lic Houſe, - ——* Labouring 


and 
*: Handicrafts Men, upon the uſual: 


< 4 working Days, for one Hour at Din- 


ner time, to take their Diet in an 
et Ale. Houie i But not a Syllable 


of any ſtated Time whatever in any 


other Part of this Act, or of any other 


Act relating to theſe Matters. The 


Statutes have forbid the Practice ar 
large, without any Reſtriction of Ex- 


pence, or Time, or Quantity of Drink, 
that I can find: which gives us, I think, 


ſufficient Reaſon to conclude ; that 


being found there in a ſertled Paſture 


of | Drinking, without neceſſary Buſineſs, 


whatever their Stay or their Expence 
has been, is what the Law intends by 
Tipling. Perhaps I ſhall need but one 


— to convince you of my No- 
| | tion 


LIES * 
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* 41 Eſſay npon the 

8 The Statutes» have made the 
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Exerution of the Laws: 67 
As Well, Tbentimat, I'll give Up Objett xv. 
that for gone 3 But why don't 

we put theſe Statutes agꝛinſt Tipling 

in Execution every Day (to 


rhe 
which they will exrend a well as on 


Sunday ii 0 
Th. To ſhire that ths Surrmnm J 
and. ſanta; Zuperie, that is made ſut 
popular Cant in theſe Caſes, is doe te 
all intendad by un. The Laus fe 35 
Force for tvery Day of the Week; be- 
cauſe they were never repealed ; but 
in the Courſb of an Hundred Years, 
und the 'Exerution long sg teft eff, 
perhaps we may 1 chem /omtiwbie 
e>ſolett, und it might look like a Hard- 
ſlip to put them in Exucution, except 
4 hir as ſome new staune, or u Roy al 
Prochmatidd revives them. Now tie 
29 Car. 3. Nu may be interpreted tb 
revive. them, ſo far as they relate to = 
the Beru Du but however Her Ma 
xſty's — fuſfciently does it: 
2 extending them only to the 
an, we. preſume wo execire th 
ard pore And tis ſirange 824 
with what Modeſty 
en Gro th 
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wa Ai Eſſay uponthe® _ 
the Rigour of the Law, when: they have 
but a Seventh Part of it. 
objet XVI. Eug. You hinted, I remember, that 
if Men want Refreſhment, they may 
have it ar Home, or in ſome other 
private Houſe. Dont you think then, 
that if People ſend for Drink to their 
own Houſes, and make up a Company 
to drink it, there is more Danger © of 
Exceſs 0 and with leſs Notice taken) 
than in a Tavern or a Public-Ale- 
Houſe? . 


, Th. No inked; I 0000 t. Becauſe 
the more in Number your Company 
is, the more likely you are to ſet in 
for hard Drinking; and thoſe that de- 
ſign for a Public · Houſe, do generally 
2 et as much Company with them 
as they can. Beſide the Difference of 
the Place; you have no Reſtraint upon 
you in a Tavern from that natural Air 
of Civility and good Order that awes 
you in a private Houſe, whether it be 
r oαn or your Friends. But ſup- 
poſe all this, to be only Speculation, and 
That People generally 2 to as great 
ceſs in Private as in Public-Houſes, 
they are {till as liable to be fu and 
«vid? of Drunkenneſs in the one as 
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in the other; for all the Company, 
but the Maſter of the Houſe, are 70 go 
Home thro' the Streets, and if they be 
drunk, are as likely to be diſcovered 
and brought to Puniſhment, as if they 
were going from a Tavern or an Ale- 
Houſe. Son | 
Eug. But in theſe you are always in 
Danger of a peeping Conſtable to di- 
ſturb you; and the Fear of being ſeen 


ia Diſorder by him (who has not the 


Opportunity of inſpecting them in a 
private Houſe ) keeps them upon their 
Guard againſt Exceſs. | 

Tb. What has the Conſtable to do 
in this Argument? The Poſition you 
maintain, is, That the Laws againſt 
Tipling 


if they be, tis only to drive People out 
of Public-Houſes who will betake them- 


ſelves with more Danger of Exceſs to 
Private. This ſuppoſes that if we let 
them alone in ſuch. Public-Houſe, for 
Fear of the ſame or worſe Diſorders. 
elſewhere, thoſe Laws are then not ex- 
ecuted, and conſequently no Officers 
trouble themſelves with any ſuch In- 
ſpection. But be this as it will, the 


F 3 SC4N- 


ſhould not be executed; your 
Reaſon, fo far as I apprehend ir, is, that 
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obj . XVII. 


— 


| niſhing this we 


comes to my Door, that ry vi 
bo r 
idle Way. of living is become habitual 


Fellow and ſend him to the Houfe of 


. Eſſay upon the” 
Sc AN DAL of haunting Taverns 
and Ale - Houſes ( ( eſpecially upon the 
Lord's-Day,) is what the Law very 
juſtly provides againſt, And by pu- 
give at leaſt z public 
Check to the [wpudence of Vice; and 
therefore the Magiſtrate is bound to 
ſee to it, fo far as the Law direQs and al- 
lows him, tho' he can't extend his In- 
ſpection to private Houſes. 

Eug, Conſider again, 7heodimes, that 
ſeveral Men have got #! Habits of 
Vice, and can't leave them off on 2 
ſudden, *Tis ſevere to take the Ad · 
vantage of the Law againſt fuch ; to 
puniſh them for what they cannot help. 

Th. Well, carry your Maxim as 
as it will go. Here's a ſturdy 


brought up by his Parents to make 4 
e of begging , ee tis very well 
1h moſt of your Strolers are); This 


to him by Education and many Years 
Practice: Is it ſevere to take up this 
Correction, or into Her Majeſty's Ser- 
vice? Is his Idleneſs the more excuſa · 
* eng dra wad Or is he 

not 
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not ſo much the rather to be puniſhed, 
becauſe ( thro” this Habit of Idleneſs) 
there 15 no other way 'to make him 
apply himfelf to Labour and an honeſt 
Livelihood? The Cafe is the fame 
with a Prick-pocket, High-way-man, 
and the like; that have either been 
trained up to Roguery from their 
Youth, or contracted 2 Habit of theſe 
Practices by Uſe, and tom not how to 
take up and live honeſtly. Would 
you fave them from the Gallows, be- 


cauſe Theiving is become a ſecond 


Nature to them? Sure you would 
think they deſerved the leſs Favour, by 
being long practiſed Rogues, and leſs 
likely to reform. He that has made 
ſuch a Beaſt of his Nature, that he 
cannot be eaſie, but when he is tipling 
or drunk, is fo much the more ſcan- 
dalous an Offender, and the more fit to 
be made a public Example of. What 
Room there is for Mercy in the Law, 
is by all diſcreet Magiſtrates determined 
to the firff Offence, or to him that is 
very feldom gailty, or (that was una - 
wares ſurpriſed unto Exceſs, being otliers 


wiſe of · a good and ſober Character; 
or that is ferry for bis Fault, and pros 
F 


4 miſes 
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| miſes to reform; but never to a votori- 
ou, hardened and habitual Sinner, who 

ſticks to his Vices, on Pretence he 

knows not how to leave them. But 

do you really B;eletve theſe Gentlemen, 

that they cannot forego their ill Ha- 

bits? Indeed their Condition's very 
dangerous, the Diſtemper has gained 

upon them exceedingly: But a good 
Reſolut ion to be cured, will go a great 
Way; and except the Grace of God, 

there is not a more powerful Incentive 

of Reſolution in ſuch Caſes, than ſuf- 

fering the Penalty of the Law. Would 

they be willing to run the Expence 

of Five Shillings every Day for being 

drunk, and to pay their Money for 

their Exceſs in the Face of their Neigh- 

bourꝰ Tis not to be doubted but they 

would find a Way to reſtrain themſelves 

rather than undergo the Shame, and 

pay ſo dear for a drunken Habit: For 

tho People love their Vices, yet gene- 

rally they love their Money better, or 

at leaſt they will grow weary of 

them when they find them fo very ex- 

penſive. This will make them ſtrong 
enough to break through ill Habits of 
Vice; and in time may make _ 
2311601 N WIC 
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wiſe enough to embrace good Habits 
of | Virtue; or however, reduce them 
to an exterior Temperance and Sobriety. 

Eug. But Swearing is, it may be, har- 
der to be forſaken than any; — a 
ſingle Word or Two in Converſation 
grown habitual to them by Uſe; it 


paſſes from them unobſerved; they 


don't know when they do it. 

: Th, Yet often puniſhing will teach 
them. They will ſoon learn to ſet a 
Guard upon their Tongues, when they 
perceive their Pockets bound for. their 
Behaviour. How many habitual Swear- 
ers do we find, that (if they be not in 
Drink at the ſame time) know how 
to guard themſelves in. grave and ſober 
Company, when they fear to be either 
reproved or informed againſt! How 
many Thouſands, who were motorzous 
for this Vice, have actually left it off 
within theſe. few Years, as it grew out 
of Faſhion amongſt Gentlemen |  There- 
fore Habit is nothing but Pretence ; 


if People can leave it off upon ſuch 


Conſiderations as Faſhion or Saving of 


their Money, they can have nothing to- 


plead, why. the: Law ſhould not oblige 
them ſo to do. To ſuppoſe however the 


ut» 


724 1 Efſayupon the” 
utmoſt that can be ſuppoſed, that the 
Habit of Swearing has gained ſo much 
upon them, that they really % ot 
know when they do it: Does not this 
make the Offender the more criminal, 
and the Execution of the Law more 
neceffiry for his Recovery: More- 
over, the miſchievous Conſequence 
of ſuch a Habit (which I mentioned 
to you * before ) will convince you 
how proper an Object it is of the Re- 
ſentment of the civil Government, 
when it deſtroys all Security a Prince 
can have of their Allegiance, or a Neigh- 
bour of rheir Truth 'and Juſtice. When 
they have habitually wore out (b 
uſing it upon all trifling Occaſions ) 
the Solemnity and awful Apprehenſi- 
on of an Oath, tis more by Chance 
than Principle if they don't go on to 
Perjury. Judge then whether a Juſtice 
of Peace that takes Notice of it does 
not very much upon this as well as 
other Conſiderations ſerve his Country, 
by ſo doing. Beſide tis ſuch an impu- 
dent and open Prophanation of the 
moſt ſacred Name of God and Chriſt, 
that every Chriſtian Magiſtrate your | 
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ed by his Religion, by the Allegiance = 
gut to Heaven, to puniſh 1 10 far 
as the Law empowers him. | 
' Fag. God forbid that I ſhould juſti- 
le or skreen ſuch Vices: But you muſt 
take me right, I only propoſe theſe 
things as popular Objections, which 1 
am very well pleaſed to hear anfwer- 
ed. And therefore you muſt give me 
leave to proceed. There is à natura! 
Shame in Vice, (as in Lewdneſs,0%. XVIII. 
Drunkennefs, It.) and if rbar wont 
reform a Debauchee, methinks Puniſh- 
ment by Law ſhould rather exaſperate. 
Tb. The Law is fuppoſed not to pu- 
niſh, till other milder Methods be uſed 
to reclaim him. Thoſe Methods, I 
take to be, the natura! Medeſty Jou 
ſpeak of, the Frſtraftions of the Pulpit, 
the Advice of Friends, the Diſcountenance 
from good Men, and Warnings given of 
the Penalty he incurs. If theſe be all 
overborn by Obftinacy in Vice, we 
have no ot Way to atte his 
Recovery but the Br recidendam of 
the Laws, and we cannot juſtifie our 
ſelves in Point of Charity to the Offen- 
der, if we this Method to re- 
chim him, whatever be the Conſe- 

| QUENCE, 


Obje, 


Exel. 2, 5- 


An Eſſay upon the 
quence. '' Whether they will hear, ſays 
God, or whether they will forbear, . yet 
they ſhall know that there has been a 
Prophet amongſt them, At their Peril 
be it, if their Conſtitution be ſuch as 
to turn their Phyſic into. Poyſon : We 
uſt do our Duty. But allowing that for 
x preſent it may, in many Inſtances, ex- 
aſperate, tis to be hoped they will be wiſer 
in time, when they conſider, that what 


the Magiſtrate does, he is bound by his 
Oath and by the Laws to do; and tis 


in Charity to the Offender that the 
Laws have ſo obliged him. However, 
Puniſhment by Law, as it makes the 


Offender a public Example, may not 


only do a great deal of Good to others, 
but alſo expoſes him to Shame, which 
he cannot avoid, tho' perhaps he may 
have ſtifled in a great Meaſure the 
natural Reproaches of his Conſcience : 
So that if Shame and Diſgrace for his 
Vices be a likely Means to draw him 
off from them, the Law, by bringing 
theſe upon him, may very probably 
effect the Cure. 


xx. Eug. Bur when the Fear of God and 


his Eternal Judgments can't prevail, do 
MK you 


Execution of the Laws. 
you think the Fear of humane Laws and 
Penalties will fignifie much? 


Th. Yes, I do. I grant that with a 


conſiderate Man, who reaſbus juſtly © © 


and diſcreetly, the former-is an Argu- 


ment of infinitely greater Weight than 
the latter: For who 4 
with' the devouring” Fire: Who. among 
#5 cas dwell with everlafting' Burnings? 
But how' few' vicious People are there 
that ever give” themſelves the uneaſie 
Entertainment of ſuch Thoughts! On 
the contrary, they do what they can 
to ſtifle and raſe the very Belief of 


them but of their Minds, « or look up- 


on: theſe things as at ſuch a Diſtance 


that they would hope they may not 
prove iS, that God will be bean 


than his Threatnings, or however that 


they Thall have time enough to exa- 
mine ſuch Arguments hereafter, 

Whereas the Puniſhment inflicted by 

humane Laws is a Matter of preſent 
Senſe, they ſee and feel it actually up- 
on them, and have no Power to ſhuf- 
fle aſide che prehenſion or Conſide- 
ration of it; therefore this may terri- 
fie them when the other does not: 
And i in Truth we have too much Rea- 


ſon 


"us can dell Iſa. 33. 14. 


_—_— . ee 
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| 


fr 
the Ex 

— 1. — 
es of 


* 
= 


28 puniſh in others the Vices whi 
themlelves enjoy, that their prete 255 
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therefore except they reform them/ſe/ver, 
28 well as practiſe upon the Neghbour- 
as: only adling 4 Fart, and they will 
create in the People, not o much a 
Diſguſt to Fier, as to the Pretences of 
Reformation, carried on with ſuch n; vi- 
bdionſelf a temperate, virtuous, and reli- 
gious Man, has a mighty Advantage 
— —- 
Sk 089 ap; 
pear to be from Conſciame and Priuci- 
ple, not ſrom Ofientatiom and [wtereft, 
and therefore carry with thera an Au- 
thorny the others have not, are better 
received, and mare effectual. But tho 
good Example de mech, it is nat i 
« Magiſtrate has to do in theſe Cates, 


= — 


are What is it a 


oe "Y 
7 9 
* 


pocriſſe. Oa tjhe 


his Comviſſon Gay never be the _ 
Obje8. XXI. Eg. Paar haklernnis ed beuſed} 


An Eſſay upon the 
the * he has upon "himſelf 
to keep the Laws, he is alſo appointed 
and empowered to - ſee that others keep 
them. His Commiſſion runs, that he 
ſhall both K E E P and CAUSE TO 
BE REP T all Ordinances and Sta- 
tutes, Mc. and certainly the one half of 


of his Duty. 7 


we may do more Good by holding in 
a little, than by too open a mmm 
which may ſpoil all. 

Th. But howe Will the Sons of 


Luxury and Profaneneſs, who are 


known to be notorious Slaves to Senſe; 


be more eaſily - reclaimed without the 


Fear of Puniſhment than with it? To 


what Purpoſe then are any Laws at all 
if People would live better without 
them? Or any Magiſtrates for the 


Execution of ſuch Laus, if the Executi- 


on of them would do more Harm than 
Good? How comes it to paſs that the 
vicious and prophane did not reform 
Before theſe Laws were made or execu- 
ted ? Why do they not do it now in 
thoſe Places where, by the great Pru- 


_ of our * the Laws do 


ſtill 


a Ha .., wb, © © O%% _ wn A — U mnt ant. > "08 LS 
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ſtill lie dormant, Prudence x to be ſute 
will run thro a we Mans Conduct 
and ſhould 3 be the Qua- 
li6cation; of 4, Magiſtrate: Bur hen. 
under the 8 Pretence of Prudence, 
he is drawn 97 a, plain Neglect of his 


wh, *Tis ſc 
of. ſeretion, . 
ack call i it; Fi 1 8 we 1 Know is 
but jake or: Foo 

od; and E oh ibneſs it is, L 9 for 
ear = Gilt ng. the prondeft and 
moſt powerful 1 the upon Earth , we 
diſabey the e begleck the 
Honour, and. d elpiſe the avour of our 
170 5 Judge, wh Heaven. . 1505 alter 
all, Eugenius, what. do you mean by 
the Obj ectian? | How. is it that holding 
5 4 Title ball % di more Good, and an open 
Declaration will 4 all? 1 have 60 eri 
heard it u * in Truth, | never 
well-under 

Fug. Why, all Ae are to bs done 
by Degrees; fair and ſoftly you know 
goes. far; a leg. 8 mucli Heat ſeldotm 
does Good. 


tereſt and the 
ſed pods the Name 


5 


Waorldly H, dom you I Cor. 3. 1 


ue s with | 


Jen Senf, 


4 1 « 
91 
19 UY [4 


Duty, this. asd om . deſcends not. from Fathet 3. iy 
above, but is, earth] V Fee, and de- 


2 Efſay upon the 
_ Th, Ill Nen make haſt to be wicked, 
why then ſtiould not others be 25 much 

4 in haſt to reclaim them?» They are 

muning beadlung to à miſemble Etertity, 

and i dne we rage to 1 — 
> m an 

Jam. 4 17 by 78 75 bits that es o % 

Good and DOES IT NOT, 60 

St. Jams.) Yo bim 75 Why 

| ſhould % Joe Time? The Seafor' rity 

be gone, before we enter dpon Action; 
and then will not chte vternal Rümme bf 
thoſe poor Creatures, whotn (dy God's 

80 2M we migtit reduced, te 

7 ET 9 * are 

bt fair and ſoffly A > The 
ns poſtſe 3 Advice 15 udo Yang 
Ich fure; "of better "Kitty ) Yom 
this "Proverb; i is th ud: *. 
eng the ime, Fan's 5 * 5 
Aying ab every Dh , as 
hat 4, d make the e beft of their 
Market, ] and this it re 

Ejh. 5. 13, Miſdom; for fo run che Words; Set 

Pe that. ye walk carcum(f Bly, wot ur | REN 

Lit as WISE, deemimng the tine 

I. do not deny, chat ln the: Work 6 

Reſctthafion, as well as m other things 


82 


Stops are to be taken one „ 
d 
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2 pradent Method being a Intros 
—— Sata — outiem to 
be made an Excuſe for doing nothing 
at All. Caldneſt im the Cauſe of Virtue 
will do more harm than — — 
Heat. For tho you thauld happen 
ſtep 2 little too faſt in ſome Weed 


teſt in a pubiic Mauner 


againſt Vice, 


and alarmed the Guilty with am Aſſue 


rance that they ſhall not be toleratect: 
Whereas: hy being cold and negligent 
in the Matter, you. give them oncaſi⸗ 
em ta behtve youre ust in earneſt; on 
CO —— 5 Inereſt to 


L 
of wiſe] — — — 
you will maſt effectually hetray it. 


to the: 
sf the 
we proceed. 


things (aright,. to the Gontns 
and the Aer in which 


76s The Eims for # good Man 0 


puniſh Vier is, I chink, as ſoon. 25 


yon have however entered your Pro- 


Eug. But ſome Regard muſt be had 


5 


El un the 

he has Authority and Power im his 
Hands to do it; ——— is vonteiſt to 
be char eable with all the Prophane- 
neſs and Debauchery that paſſes the 
mean while W. — intend by 
conſidering the Genius of the Place;1 
dont ſo well underſtand. If ydu mean, | 

whether the People be generally noturi. 
ens fo, Hic tedreſi, or -generally''igovd 
and /oher; with ſonie few | Exceptions; 
tis nothing to the Purpole z' for you 
are to puniſſi ſuch inflacces' of Wick- 
edneſs as:1you-find,''be they more or 
fewer... If, whether the People wilhbear | 
the Execution of cheſe Laus, and how 
they will take it; tis as little: For Ma- 
giſtracy is a very precarious Inſtitution, 
if-we _ ase the Leave and Orr. 

of the Papulacey © toyexecute t 
eſtabliſhed Laws: ban nom 
Eig. Lwill! give you an Inſtance or 
two: Which will further explain to you 
what: I mean by 3 ate 
XXII. tb procerd in. Iis bara to juge when 
K a Man is drunt; much muſt — 
4 to Refreſhment and Chearfulneſs, and 
Care muſt. be taken to make no Con- 
wctions upon Zncertainties and ſtrain 
ing of: * for that may bring a 
of £0 great 


Exicution: of the Laws. 
great Reflection upon the whole De- 
5 of executing theſe Laws. 
Ib. Va ready to grant the Subſtance 
* our ObjeRion : But what Service 
will this do to the Contequence you 
would inſinuate from it, that becauſe 
tis ſomewhat, difficult to jacdge when a 
Man is drunk, (eſpecially! in the lower 
Degrees of Drunkenneſs) it were bet- 
ter vot to put the Laws againſt that 
Vice 1 at all? On the 
contrary, they ſhould he rather be in- 
ſiſted on, that People may be kept up- 
on their Guard, and not dare to ap- 

darch the Borders of Exceſs. 
Eig. Pray what do you take to be 
the juſt and proper Indications of this 
Vice? 

Tb. I wir a Man to be ank when 
he reels notoriouſly in the Streets, or 
upon his Horſe, when he ſtammers 
unuſually in his Speech, and when he 
appears not to have the Command of 
his Reaſon as at other times. Beſides 
which, I ſuppoſe you will eaſily agree, 
that a naſty Diſcharge of Vomit exhi- 
bits Dmkeanels barefaced. v1 
: Eug, Softly, my good Friend; the 
Mani may be diſordered by ſome inno- 

} G 3 cent 
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cent and ſudden: Hineſs, that may pro- 
duce all theſe Effefs, may cauſe him 
+ —_ it, - _ or ride ſo 
t s he ules to , a 'flippe 
Stone may throw his Foot aſide hes 
he can't help it; he may have a natu- 
ral Infirmity in his Speech; and his | 
Head may be affected by ſome Acci- 
dent or Misfartune, and not by Drink. 
ITI. I never ſound Bagenivs gull 
of trifling before, and I beg he would 
not begin now. When you ſee a 
Man vomit or ſtagger, is it not eaſie 
to ask him how he does And will 
not a prudent Man be able to judge 
1 his ure what's the matter with 
him! can you not by Enqui 
(then or afterwards) learn from xi 
other Hand whether he has any fuch 
luppoſed Illneſs upon him? He faulters 
remarkably in his Speech ; but if he 
always does fo, and if what he ſays 
be ſenſible and rational, you may ſup- 
pole it ta be an innocent Infirmity: If 


atherwiſe, you will ſoon/perocive the 
Occaſion of it. His Head, you'll fav 


may be touched with a Diſtemper ; 


But how comes it to paſs, that a'Man 
in a high Fever and a Delirium, - an 
In 1 ele 


g—_— 
— 
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. abrqad ? Suppoſe: him 


tered to, 8 
crazed, half-mitted, or nad; yet theſe 
Möfortunes, however they may be 


brought to anſwer for his Head, can 
never affect his Heels; and tho they 
may excuſe the Nonſenſe of his Worgs, 


they Il hardly keep him in Countenance 
for the Ipjury he does his Sy/ladles. 
Ik he. has been taken lll {uddenly, 
Yau: will have other phyſical Symptoms 
o form a Judgment by; for Nature 


muſt. be in a Violent Ferment to be 
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e Eſſey Wl the 
thoſe that make a [wonderful 'Flourifh 
with it, hen they have 2 Mind to 
bully the Laws, that they may be 


drunk ſecurely. Howeyer, Theotimus, 


tis fix that both we and the Evidence 


ſhould be very careful that no Con- 


victions be made upon a Miſtake. 


95. XXIII. 


29 Car. 2. g. 


Th. Aye, by all Means: God forbid 
that any Man ſhould ſuffer for what 
he was not really guilty of, tho the 
Penalty were ten times ſmaller than it 
is. entirely agree with you in that. 
Eig. I will propoſe another Diffi- 
culty. The Statutes forbid the Selling 
Goods upon the Lord's. Day, and lay a 
Fine upon Burchers and other Tradeſ- 
men that do it: Now there may be a 


3 Car. 1. c. 1. Neceſſity for ſeveral Goods to be ſold on 


Saforeſeen "Orcafiens der may male i 


that Day; as Meat, Grocery, and the 
like. And when an Information of this 
kind is brought you,” how do von 
know what occaſion there was for them 
in the bu ing, and by Conſequence, 
how will Fou know when to puniſh } 
For Cales of Neceſſity ate excepred-by 
the Lag, Sore Allowances arp to bo 
made to Forgerfulneſs of providing 


cheſe the Night before, ind to omg 


Ars 
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neceſſary to ſend for them on the 
Sunday; but this neither the Tradeſ- 
man that ſells, the Evidence that in- 
forms, nor you that fit as Judge upon 
the Caſe, can poſſibly be aſſured of at- 
ways; I mean, whether any ſuch Ex- 
cuſe may be truly pleaded or no. ls it 


not better to allow the my favoura- 


ble Latitude, and rather wink at many 
things unneceſſarily bought and fold, 
than to puniſh upon ſuch frequent - 
certainties as the Execution of this Law 
will expoſe you to? 5 

Tb. In Anſwer to this, I fay, thoſe 
Uncertainties are not ſo great as you 
imagine; Where there is indeed a Ne- 
ceſity, it is to be allowed for ; but the 
Juſtice of Peace, to whom the Informa- 


tion is brought, is till left Judge of 


this Neceſſity ; and if he be not ſatisfied 
with the Excuſe, he may proceed to 
puniſh. And to ſhow you that he is 
not like to be very often hard put to 
it to decide the Matter, I will conſider 


what there is that can pretend to Al- 


lowance in the two Excuſes you ſug- 
geſt. As to Forgetfulneſd, I think 
there need not be much Abatement on 
that Score, When People ſee the Laws 


are 
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ate ſtrictiy put in Execution, tis nat to 
be doubted they will find a way to re- 
member what they want in due. time; 
they will fend on Saturday» Evening, 
when they know they. can't be ſupplied 
on Sunday; or if, thro* Forget ſulneſs, 
they ſuſſer an luconvenience once or 
twice, it will make them think more 
ſeaſonably for the future; and if you 
Kill ſuppoſe their Memories to fail them 
naw and then, is it not better they 
| ſhould undergo ſome trifling Inconve⸗ 
nience, as often as that happens, than 
that the Scandal ſhould be ſuffered of 
making all Days alike, and prophane- 
ing the ſacred time devoted ta Religi- 
on, by buying and ſelling, in Contempt 
both of the Laws of God and Man? 
The other Suppoſition you make of 
Accidents and unforeſeen Occaftens that 
may require to be ſupplied on that Day, 
will lie in a little room too; for 1 
take it only to extend to ſuch things 
a8 ate requiſite by way of Medicine, 
Surgery, or Neceſſities of that kind, 
which. will very rarely be ſought for 
gny where but in an Apathecary's 
Shop; and that, I believe, no ey 
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would- trouble themſelves to fo little 
Purpoſe as to inform of. Ed 

. Fug. And is this all the Allowance 
you're willing to make > What if a 
Friend or two come in to dine 'with 
me unexpected, I muſt provide for 
them and their Servants ſomething 
more than would have done for my 
5, The! Jenpicty and Tmpertinence 
of Mankind ( it's true) may ſometimes 
lay this Hardſhip upon you; but the 
leſs you encourage it, the lefs you will 
be troubled with it. When they ſee, 
by the Proviſion you have made, that 
you don't care to have your Servants 
hurried on that Day, good Manners 
will teach them a due Reſerve in this 
Point for the future, and they will 
learn to make their Viſits more ſeaſon- 
ably. But perhaps it is not ſua! to go 
to dine with a Gentleman at his Coun- 
try-Seat upon the Sunday; or in 2 
great Town, except invited; or any 
where, except he be either an intimate 
Friend, or a Perſon of conſiderable Fi- 
gure and Eſtate. If a Friend, they 
muſt expect to be treated without 


his 


Ceremony, and take the Freedom of 


An Eſſay upon the 

his Table as they find it: If a Man of 
Quality and Fortune, he keeps a con- 
ſtant Table for his own Family, 
which he need not be aſhamed of 
upon the unexpected Coming in of 
Three or Four Strangers. However, 
to give your Objection its utmoſt 
Scope, ſuppoſe a Caſe may happen, in 
which ſomething more than ordinary 
will be requiſite in your Entertain- 
ment, and that this Neceſſity is grown 
upon you by Surprize; yet conſider, 
that our Reverence to that ſacred Day, 
to the Honour of God, and the Laws 
of our Country, ought certainly to 
take Place of our Reſpect to private 
Friendſhips and Acquaintance; eſpeci- 
ally when what you are ſuppoſed to 
want is indeed not neceſſary to the Re- 
| freſbment and Support of thoſe whom 
vou entertain (for leſs than People 
think of will ſupply. the real Neceſſities 
of Nature); but is only Part of the 
Garniture and Pomp of Luxury, a ſur 
perfluous, Crowding of a Table with a 
Set of Diſhes, which (if the Occaſion 
was not foreſeen) may very well be 
diſpenced with, rather than encourage 
Trade upon a Sunday. I will ae 
3174 rvg 
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ſerve further, that tho the gone 
Clauſe in the Statute of 29 Car. 2. 
prohibiting the Exerciſe of all Trades 
and Callings on that Day, makes an ex- 
preſs Proviſion” for Caſes of Neceſſity 
and charity; yet in that of 3 Cat. 1. 
wherein Butcher (who are not men- 
tioned in the other Statute) are par- 
ticularly forbid: to kill or ſell victuals 

upon the Lord's Day, there is not ſo 

much as one Word of a Suppoſition, 

that a/ Caſes of Neceſſity can happen; 

which "ſhould" need to be allowed for 

apo that” Law. 2.4 982 26 

Big. Well, 7 Yor feus ; 1 hive: no 
luck with my ObjeQions ; ; and yet, 

like a harden'd” Gameſter, 1 Fx play on 

This whole Undertaking of executing obj. XxIV. 
the Penal Laws againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Debauchery is new, and Looks odd. 
In the Country eſpecially Where Peo- 
ple have thought theſe many Years - | 
they had nothing to take Care of but | 
their Rent and their Taxes, and will Y 
think it ſtrange, that — — and good | 
Manners ' 00 l be palm md upon them 
now. And as for great Towtts, they 
have long enjoyed a Liberty of Vice, 
as s well as Privileges of Trade, and are 
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as ready to inſiſt upon that by Pre. 
ſcription, as upon theſe” by Charter ; 80 
that they will be ready. to wonder 
what this new) Doctrine means. ; | 
Tb. And I can give you'an. Inſtance 


of one great Town, whoſe Trade has 
lion ove ned, by mpair d, and almoſt 
wholly rui —2 the Liberty — 


have enjoyed. in Vice; and 
you ſay, the —.— are bill” — 
fond of it. But ſuppoſe the Undorts- 
king ta reduce it bo new, I'm ſure- the 
Obtitation | ſo to do is old enough, 205 
old as the Laws — by which we are 
empowered to p Vice. And 
whom muſt we Shock then, that the 
Execution of thele. Laws is /& gen 4 
but thoſe wwfeitbful Magiſtrates 


: » been ſo many. Mears entruſt - 


ed wich the Power af the Law againſt 
Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and have 
by Connivance infameaſiy betrayed the 
Morals of the People they. ought to 
1 of? r 
Wm Objection, it 169 at ind 
— * We are not bound to be per- 
jured and. unfaithful, — — 
bave been ſo before us. The lels Care 


22. 


ligence 


Extontion of the Laws. 95 

ligence and Application will be requi- 

ſite now, to wade { if poſſible ) all the 

Em. Tt will put a whole Neighbours Oljed: XXVs 

| hbod mtv Mars end breed a generdl 

Diftwtbante, ' where all was wr Quiet 

r 957 0910 on; bo9t Loy 

- Th. You then, 1 ſuppoſe, that all 

rotis at parting with them; amd wap fo - 

can wonder at that? The Powers o 

Hell, yon need net queſtion, will be 

up in Arms, and raging mad at 21 

Mtempts to malte Men wife and ſo- 

ber. Toer wicked Neighbourhood fies 

now, us it hüs many Years'done, in 2 

profound Security, doing on in Sin, 
witheort the Uneafineſs'vf ary preſent 
Ppmiſurrent, or the Dread of any P 

 nifſhinent! to come, and will cobrmue 
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and * next Chamber all in Flames? 
However . your.. Proceedings ; may 1 
the preſent interrupt the outw ard 


they ſeem to enjoy, yet tis 2 fatal | 


peace, and you do well to break it: 
Believe me, Eagenius, this will be, the 
trueſt Mark of your Affection to them, 
and tend to introduce amongſt them 
the only ſolia Serenity of a reform d 
14. 37: 27. Life and à good Conſcience : For there 
— 48 n Peace, ſaith my God, to ebe Wicked 
Oh. XVI. » Eng. To puniſp al that o ffend 
would be ſeuere; and to let. ſame feng 
would ben par 1 ial. + iy» 
Tb. I deny both. To, punſb all th 
offend, would nor be ſevere.s beep e 
Fenalties in all theſe. Caſes are io — — 
ſmell... Indeed if the Fine, 9 0 
—_— Pence was Twenty Sbillings: 1 
every Oath; inſtead of a Crown, Five 
Fanal. for every drunken Debaug 
and ſo proportionably in the reſt, 
there might be ſomething of Severity 
in taking all: Advantages: to convict: 


But as the Law now) ſtands, I think 
tis, of its ſolf, by much too favourable 


in taxing Vice; and therefore the ut - 
moſt Rigour of Execution. can be no 


great Hardſhip, But ſuppoſe. ghe good 


SB rerrs ragen T9 DD 0m © Mo 


— 
= X 


—_ 5 7-8-4 - 


ſa 


we 
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Nature of an Engliſhman, incline you to | 
be ſtill more favourable rhan the Law, | 
and not to puniſh all Offenders ; neither | 
would this be, as you call it, Partiality. 

Becauſe ſome offend by meer Accident, 
contrary to their general Deportment 
and Character, thro a particular ſur- 
prize, and ſuch are always pitiable; when 
a cuſtomary Debauchee, who ſins from 
a Habit and-Delight in Sin, ſhould be 
made a pubhc* Example in his'Puniſh- : | 
ment, as he is in his Vices. Nor are you 
perhaps ſtrictly bòund to take Notice of 
every Offence in any kind, even of a No- 
torious Offender, provided you puniſh \ 
him often enough to make him know 
and practiſe his Duty better, if not whol- 
ly to abandon his Sin; and to make the 
Neighbourhood ſenſible that all-Vice - 
mult expect to lead an uneaſie Life with- 
in your Juriſdiction. If indeed you wink 
at ſome notorious Offenders, and (either 
thro' Fear or Fauour) do not puniſh them 
at all, falling only upon ſuch as you 
think you can moſt ſafely be free with, 

this, to be ſure, is direct Partiality, +» 

Eng. The Raſhneſt and Imprudence of Obj. xxVIt- 
ſome who have put theſe Laws in-Exe- 

cution, or contributed to it by Inform-. 


; * 
— —— ͤ —ͤ' — — — ſ — — — x —X—rx̃ . 


ing, 


4 8ſy upon. the 
ing, ** — upon all ſuch Ar- 
tempts the Scandal of 1. e Zeal. 
Tb. Some people have got the way 
calling every thing Iutemperate 
ghee their own, Mepſure ; eſpecially af i 
bea Religious Aﬀetiion, in which of all 
things they ate moſt afraid of exceeding, 
And in Truth, with Men of little or but 
moderate Piety, i. e. with moſt of the 
World, the very mention of Zeal gives 
them the Spleen; they take it as ano- 
ther Word for Ent huſaſm, and (as the fa · 
mous Zaureat of Lic has call'd it) « 
pious Madueſs of the Mind. It muſt be 
mn an Offence — given, 
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Dryden. 


g. „, and wo 10 thaſe 4 — 2 — 
— $i 22 eth, But of its alk it is an * excellent 


Virtue; when i it becomes irregular and 

ungovernable tis a Fault. Now to define 

it rightly, Z E AL is a Judicious carn- 

aſineſs of Daſine in ageod Mato prumote 

. the Glory of Cu , proceeding from the juſt 

Affection be bears to Him. To this is 

u ie 2 om * hetakes to 

ſuppteſs Prophaneneſꝭ and Debauchery, 

5 nne ee * 
0 
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1 Scandals to our Holy Religion. 
d thoſe amongſt us who think other- 
dig e cy time of Phinebas, what 
à Cry would they have made againſt 
him in the Gaſe of Limriand Cen, which 
look d indeed ſome what more like i in- 
temperate Zeal, than any thing which 
our Societies have done in their Proceed- 
ings of Reformation And yet God ap- 
yo: — of what he did, and 

i hin for Righteouſneſs. Numb. 25.12; 
Ont the as — Gan and, Zeal then becomes p/:, 06. . 
lmprudent, latemperute and faulty, when i 
it either ſpends it felt ia Controverfie, ra Mar. 23. 23: 
ther than in ee Parts of Re- Tie. 2. 14: 
it is parti 4 in fa 
and fav * it aul 
the Man hi all to-prattiſe the ſame V. Matt. 7, 14 
ces (or as ill) ashearraigns in his Neigh- 
bour; when it is carried on with Paſſion, 
and intermixt with Malice; when any 
ſecular Imereſft is at the Bottom; 
it does not diſcreetly confider the propereſt 
Mears aud the moſt likely to be eftetu- 
al to the Reformation it propoſes; and 
When it ruus beyond the Authority of God's 
Word, aud the Extent of Humane Laws, 
by Fae * d. 


Now 
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have not ſo good Parts, or ſo much 
Diſcretion as others; and part of 


Rank, who (in this Caſe) cho they may 


this excellent Work. This ſurely is not 
ſufficient to give good Men a eich 
dice againſt theſe Attempts; for tis not 


ny Hands, (as this does,) pd 


Particulars, for which they are in all Rea- 
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Now ſappoling that ſome Imprudene 


- ſhould have blemiſfi d the fair Apper- 
rances of Zeal which ſome have given In 


poſſible, but rhat in all-Undertakings 
that require the Aſſiſtance of ma- 
irt of the 
gement muſt fall upon — that 


Mana 


it muſt fall upon Perſons of an inferior 


be Good Men, may reaſonably be ſuppo- 
ſed to know more of the Laws of "God 
than of the State, and therefore may be 
liable to overſhoot theniſelves in oo 


_ _ ak no Ac ca mma a ati yy eammmMi.S A232 


ſon and Conſcience to Ve exciſed upon 
— general good Deſign; and 7 to 
be © cenſured for their want öf Skill to 
manage it. Vet 1 will venture to cha- 
lenge the World to inſtance it any po- 
pur Undertaking of great Concern and 
ifficulty, as — at was ever car 
ried on with fewer Irregularities, witli 
leſe imprudent Heat ;/eſs mixture of Pal- 
fon * on; or -more'exattly ac- 
Wort | cording 
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ccording to Law in the general, than this 
of, — — of the Penal Statutes 
againſt Immorality has been. And tho 

| ou grant you the matter of Fact in 
your Objection, that ſeveral Impruden- 
ces have been; yet the ill Management 
of particular Perſons can only reflect up- 
on themſelves, the Dein may neverthe- 
leſs be very good. To argue from parti- 
culars to generals, has ever bei account 
ed falſe Reaſoning : Becauſe ſome are in- 
diſcreet, therefore all are ſo; becauſe 
ſome conceal their latereſt and their Paſ- 
ſions under the Covert of Religious Zeal, 
therefore all Religion is nothing but Paſi- 
on and Intereſt ; this is wild Logick. 
And further, as ro the Raſhnels = Im- 
prudence you charge them with, [hope 

a falſe Step in the Cauſe of Virtue,is not 
ſo great a Crime as Vice: And there- 
fore except we will openly declare ſor 
Prophaneneſs and Impiety, we ought cer- 
tainly much rather to join with even an 
imprudent good Man (to far as is accord- 
ing to Law )jn proſecuting Wickedueſs, 
an to join with the vicious. AR. in 
wh at his Imprudence. 

«bk Lhaye heard an Objection (true oh XXVIIL 


me in he Societies at 
en a 4 Ludin, 


ſes they have brought 
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London, that they make Money of Public- 
Houſes, by conniving at Diſorders there; 
and that Informers make 4 7rage of it, 
by being rewarded for their Informa- 
tions, if not directly hired to inform. 

Tb. This is indeed a hard Charge, ifit 
be true: But ſet your Authors prove their 
Allegation ; Tet them prove that any one 
or more, who are actually Members of 
any of rhe Societies for Reformation in 
London, are guilty of fuch Connivances 
for NOT, as they pretend ; for Sagge- 
ftion and Suſpicion are not enough. If ſuch 
Proof have been made, you need 
not queſtion but ill Men would long ſince 
have made a Flouriſh with it. The Socie- 
ties have now (I think) been upwards 
of Seventeen Years erected, and if in all 
this time any ſuch thing could have been 
proved againſt them, it would certainly 
have turned the Government from fa- 
vouring them any longer, and would 
moſt effectually and quickly have over- 
thrown the Reputation of their Deſign, 
and the Succeſs of their Endeavours. 
Their Annual printed Lifts of the many 
Thouſands of diſor 


Puniſhment by 1 are Hort not 
ABI to 
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to be conteſted, that they make 10 Ad- 
vantage by concealing and protecting them: 


For if otherwiſe, how come all theſe to be 


convict and puniſhed, when a ſmaller 
Sum of Money would have bought them 


off. And therefore I fay again, let any 


Man (who pretends to have given Mo- 
ney to fave himſelf or his Houfe on theſe 
Occafions, ) make Oath againſt any parti- 
cular Perſon, whom he can prove to have 
received ſuch a Fee; and let the next 
Enquiry be, whether that Man either 7s 
vom, or at the time of the Fact laid againſt 
him, was a Member of any of the Reli- 
gious Societies; or if he was, then whe- 
ther his Practice was known to the Reft of 
the Society, and he continued ſtill a Mem- 
ber of that Body. As for being hired to 
inform or rewarded for it, the Caſe is 


the fame; let thoſe that accuſe them prove 


it. In the mean time let me turn you to 


a Page in the large Account of the Socie - 


ties, (printed firſt in 1699, and the fifth 


* 


The World may be challenged to 
make appear, that theſe Societies have 


been ſo much as treated with by any 


© Perſon whatſoever, to give Informati- 
© ons wich any Promiſe of Reward, or 
ns H 4 © that 
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Pag. 11. 


Edition & of it the laſt year 17067 
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© that they have ever received the leaſt 
Advantage by any Convictions upon 


* theſe. Statutes againſt Prophaneneſs 


* and Debauchery ; the Money ariſing 
thereby being wholly. appropriated to 
the Poor, except the third Part of the 
** Penalty upon the Statute againſt Pro- 


© phanation ofthe Lord's-Day, which in 


* ſome Caſes the Magiſtrate has a bare 
power to diſpoſe of, but was never, that 
* we know of, received by any one of 
* theſe Perſons---Here's a fair Challenge 


made to my Hands but Io N ears ago; & 


if any Man will take up the Gauntlet, let 
him. But ſuppoſe they really had taken 
Rewards for bringing in ill People to be 


- puniſhed, why ſhould this be more ſcan- 


Stat. 4 £55 
Hill. & Mar. 


g. B, 


dalous than to claim and accept the Re- 
ward of Forty Pounds allowed*for bring- 
ing in a High- way- Man and Convicting 
him? If there be any Harm in the Thing, 
it lies in a Man's taking Money for bring- 


ing others to ſuffer the Penalties of the 


Law, and that is equally the State of both 


Caſes: Except the Latter be leſs Scanda- 


lous becanſe more Money is to be got by 
it. Give me leave to read to you a ſew 
Lines more for the juſt and general Re- 
putation of the Societies, out of the — i 
. ; 1 co 
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count of the Progreſs of the Reformation of 

Mamners,the laſt Edition, x706.{pag.33-) 

* ?Tis exceedingly much for the Honour 

* of this Undertaking, that after ſo ma- = 
*ny Thouſand Perſons have been pu- : 
* niſhed-for their wicked Practices, &c. 4 

* {ſince this Deſign has been purſued 

* No Man that I hear of, ſince the firſt 

* Oppoſition to this Enterprize from its 

* Infancy, has ventured his Reputation 

* ſofar, as to publiſh with a Name any 

* Objections againſt it. - to charge any 

* Vicesonthoſe that have been Employ'd 

* in the Forming and Carrying of it on, 

© or Irregularities in their Conduct of 

* this Undertaking, tho'in all this time, 

* the Enemies of Reformation have ſure- 

© ly had a ſufficient Opportunity to con- 

« ſider of theſe Matters. In a Word, tis 

my ſteady Opinion as to theſe Societies, 

that they may truly affirm (as St. Paul "= 
does of his own Integrity,) they Seek not 100. 10. 33. 
their own Profit but the Profit of many that 

they may be ſaved. And. I hope, my dear 

Eugenius, you are of that Opinion too, 

however you propoſe for ſatisfaction's 

ſake the Objections you hear made by 

others. Come, Friend, what ſay you? 

Are you willing tofall in with the like 


good 
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good Meaſures in the Country? And to 
uſe the Power which God has given you 
in a reſolute Suppreſſing by Law the 
Vices and Immoralities of your Neigh- 
bourhood 2? 

 Ewp. Lou put the Queſtion home, The- 
atimus; but I don't know whether it be 
yet fully ripe for an Anſwer. I muſt con- 
fider a little more the Prejudices People 
have imbibed againſt theſe Proceedings, 
and the Hazards I ſhall run by ſtriking 
into them. | 
Tb. You do well to count your Coſt, 
but I hope you ſtill keep a Reſerve for 
the Fear of God, and a good Conſcience. 
Eug. I ſhall certainly be call'd a Fa- 
natick and a Presbyterian for my Pains, 
which will be no ſmall Prejudice againſt 
what J do. TH 
Tb. It is the moſt difficult thing in 
the World, to conceive how the Sup- 
preſſing Vice and Immorality can be a De- 
ſign azainſt the eſtabliſp d Church. Who- 
ever charges you at that rate is guilty 
of the greateſt Impertinence, and of 
ſomething worſe ; he throws the moſt 
infamous Scandal upon the Church of 
England, and ſerves the diſſenting Intereſt 
againſt it more effectually than any o- 
mer 
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ther Way. For if the Reflection be true, 
we muſt ſuppoſe Our Church to favour all 


thoſe wretched Vices which the Chrifti- 


an Religion abſolutely condemns, and 
which ( according to ſuch an Hypothe- 
ſis) None but the Diſſenters, or thoſe that 


incline to them, are againſt ; and this, 


in other Words, is to allow, that None 
but theirs is a truly Chriſtian Eſtabliſh- 
ment. If a Poſition of this kind ſhould 
be generally received, would it not make 
all good Men, that have a ſincere Regard 
to Chriſt and his Religion, run into that 
Party and forſake the Church of Eug/and)? 
But, God be thanked, tis falſe. Our 
Church in her Liturgy, her Articles, her 
Canons and Homilies, our Clergy in their 
Sermons and Writings, and I would 
hope the greateſt Part of them in their 


Lives too, diſcountenance and diſclaim 


the Vices which we puniſh, And fully 
to ſatisfie the World that the Church of 
England, as ſuch, does patronize and 
encourage the Magiſtrate in thus puniſh- 
ing Immoralities, and that it is her 
Judgment, we are obliged by aur Office 


ſo to do, let them turn to the Prayer 


for the Church militant in the Com- 
munion- Service (the moſt ſolemn 
2 the 
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ſhe could take to put us in Mind of our 
Duty) in which we are taught to pray, 
privy ALL who are PUT IN A.- 
THORITT under our Sovereign may 
truly and indifferently miniſter Juſtice, 
to the PUNISHMENT. 0F 
WICKEDNESS and VICE, 
and to the Maintenance f God's true Re- 
ligion and Y TRT UV E. And this Clauſe 
was in, in the two Common-Prayer- 
Books of K. Edu. VI. before the Diſſen- 
ters were thought of. As for the popular 
Cry of Fanaticiſm and Presbyterianiſm 
for doing what you ſee our Church 
prays God you may do, you will be 
wiſer, I hope, than to lay it much to 
Heart ; you know your ſelf, and all 
your Friends know you, to be 4. con- 
tant Communicant with the Church of 
England, and I will add, a» Honour to 
|. it by your good and Virtuous Life, 
| while your Objectors are a Scandal to 
0 it by a Prophane and Vicioysone. You 
| muſt expect the Malice of ill Men will 
be ſevere enough upon you with ill 
Names; but you are a Diſciple of the 
1 , Bleſſed Jeſus, and cannot expect better 
253. ulage than your great Maſter had. Re- 
| member how his Character was wy 


* 
* 
al ff MR ST. 7. 
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led by the Wicked of that Ape, for 
the Reformation Ze attempted. It was 
Propheſied of Him by Malachi, that N 
He ſhould be like a Refiner's Fire, and like Ml. 3. 2, 3. 
Fuller's Soap; that He ſhould ft as ͤa2 
Refiner and Purifier of Silver, and ſhould 
purifie the Sons of Levi, and purge 
them as Gold and Silver, that they ma 
offer unto the Lord an Offering in Rich. 
teouſneſs. Accordingly one of the Firſt 
Things he did in his public Miniſtry 
was to purge the Temple of the Pro- 
phane Market they kept in the out- 7b 2. 13,17, 
er Court of it. This Reformation. Spi- 
rit raiſed à mighty Alarm in thoſe 
wo were like to loſe by it. It was 
an Offence they would never forgive 
him, as it was the yrſt Thing that 
rais'd their Spleen againſt him, which 
was afterwards encreaſed by his Holy 
Doctrine and ſevere Reproofs. They 
raild at him on all Occaſions, call'd 
him a Samaritan, which in their way 
of ſpeaking was but another Word 
for Schiſmatic; they look d upon him 
48 u Madman, and one Poſeſſed with 
the Devil, which anſwers to the true 
Import of the Word Fanatic: But 
let their Malice rage againſt you thus, 


Job. 8. 48. 


Joh. 10. 20. 


1 ber. 2; 12 balance all; for ' this, is thank ah) af 


. . . Voured. 
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a8 dali; as it will, yau ſuffer for 
the ſame good Cauſe the bleſſed fn 
ſus did; and ſhall unqueſtionab] nd 
a Reward in Heaven, that wi 


M 175 or for Conſcience rel; God, 
en ure Grief, fuſfering wr 9. 
Eig. 1 7 ask you yg Theotis. 
mus, to put 8 Objection. 2 little fur- 
Ger, before I have done with it. The Re- 
a Societies at London, have ſo 


ee in them, who being ſo 


tee ae fe even careſſedb 
| I muſt needs i looks like wh hat 


have heard it called, @. fattious De 
againſt the Church, ind ſeems a 

to juſlific Cat leaſt ta be 392 * 

for) thoſe-that take 4 e 


Diſſenter to be the r er 
Be that this Method — 
was — in the Ine Reign, when 
the Diſſenters were too much fa- 


75. The End of forming Societies 
for any thing, is to carry it on the more 
gs with united Heads, and 


- - Hands, and Purſes, 28 4 common Inte- 


reſt: So Companies in I. rade are form' 
and the Advantage. is viſible. Now. i 
you 


you would know, why Diſfenters are 
ſo freely. admitted into the Societies 
for Reformation: 1 ask, why they are 
not as well to be excluded from the 
Societies for Trade? The Buſineſs 
which they join in proſecuting, and up- 
on which they meet, in either Societies, 
is nothing at all to the Diſſenters Pur - 
poſe, as Diſſenters, nor affects the 
Church of Exgland at all, as a particu- 
lar Conſtitution. What has the Pu- 
niſhment of a \Swearer or a Drunkard 
to do with the Presbyterian Scheme 
and the Abolition of Zþiſcapacy > No 
more than a Cabal upon the Rates of 
Merchandice. If you ſtill ask, how 
the Diſſenters (if they had not ſome 
fecret. End to drive at) come to unite 
ſo readily with us in theſe Attempts? 


I anſwer, becauſe Prophaneneſs and 


Impiety are Enemies in common both to 
them and us, as they are in general to 
the Chriſtian Religion, which we both 
profeſs : And Vice had gained too 
much Head not to require all the Af- 
fiftance-we could have to check it, and 
that Aſſiſtance which good Men a- 
mongſt the Diſſenters have given in 
this common Work, we thankfully ac - 
1:1; knowledge 


1 Eſey alen the 


knowledge and pray God to reward it. 


But let it be remembtred, that tho 


they did and do come in to our Aſ- 


ſiſtance (as every good Chriſtian will, 
when the Intereſt and Honour of all 
Religion is concern d,) yet they were 
not the yfrſt Spring of our Societies; 


thoſe who began them were Gentle- 


men of >the: Church of England, with 


whom, as their Number encreaſed, and 


their Proceedings were known, the 
Diſſenters willingly Embarqued. If you 
ſuſpect the latter of a Deſign, which 
the Church · Men they join with are not 
aware of; you ſtart 2 meer ſuſpicion, 
without any proof or any probable 
Grounds for an Argument: And in the 
next Place, you make your ſelf wiſer and 


more apprehenſive than all thoſe Church · 


Men, Clergy as well as others, who 
are Members with them of the ſame So- 
cieties. Theſe Men can fee no dange- 
rous Plots againſt the Church that can 
lurk under what the Diſſenters do 2 
gainſt Impiety and Vice ; and they, me- 
thinks, ſhould: at leaſt be as well 


qualified and as much - intereſted, to 


ſpy out any ſuch ſecret Deſigns, as 


you and ] in the Country. If you go fur- | 


ther 
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ther and ſuppoſe. even - they themſelves 


are in the Plot to ruine their own 


Church, in concert with the Diſſen- 
ters; I ſay, tis a hard Suppoſition that 
ſo many of our Biſhops and Divines 
of the greateſt Character in England, 
as are aQually engaged in theſe 
Societies, ( and ſome of them, of thoſe 
who wrote ſo ſolidly and learnedly a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters, in the Collection 
called the London Caſes ) ſhould now 
be ſuſpe&ed of a Defign to ruine the 
Church they were always ready to de- 
fend before, Tis hard, I fay, to ima · 
gine, that my Lords the Biſhops and 


the reſt of the Clergy, who ( if 
there were no other Argument to clear 
them upon ) enjoy too much in our 
Church to be willing to loſe, ſhould 
intend to deſtroy the Eſtabliſhment by 
which they live. As to the Riſe of 
theſe Societies in King William and 
Queen Mary's time, when you ſay the 
Diſſenters were too much favoured, 
tis no Argument at all, except you 
can otherwiſe prove, that they con- 
tribute to the Intereſt of the Diſſenters 
againſt the Church, ao Brains 


, 


Eng. 
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Eug. No; you have pretty well ſa- 
tified me of that. But whatever he 
Clergy about London do in this Matter, 


I believe you find few in the Country 


here, that care to appear in Favour of 
ſuch a Deſign; and that, I muſt tell 
you, will give a mighty Damp to what 


we can do; for ſay the People, if this 


were a Deſign of Importance to Religi- 
on, why do not our Clergy ſhow us 


that it is ſo by their Concurrence 2 
Tzu. And ſo the beſt of them every 


where will do: Or if they don't, the 
more's the Pity : But are we to neglect 


. + eur Duty becauſe ſome of them forget 


theirs? Not at all; we muſt anſwer 
to God for the Duty of Magiſtrates, 
let them acquit themſelves as they can 
for that of Miniſters. If neither the 
Example of ſo many Fathers of the 
Church, the right Reverend the Biſhops, 
and of ſo many other famous and learn- 
ed Divines amongſt us, as have concern 
ed themſelves in the Deſign of ſuppreſ- 


ſing Vice by Law, and recommended it 


from rhe Pulpit in the many Sermons 
they have preached before the Socie- 
ties, and printed ; if the Circular Let- 
ters of the moſt Reverend the Arch- 

* Biſhop 
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Biſhop of Canturbury, which do the 


ſame in particular to the Clergy of his 


Province; if above all, the Fear of 
God and the Obligations of their ſacred 
Funftjon, will not prevail with them 
to be active in what fo directly and 
immediately tends to the "wy Buſi- 


neſs of their Pulpit and their Calling; 


what ſhall we fay, but that our Savi- 


our's Prophecy is made good, Becauſe Mat. 24; 12! 


Iniguity ſhall abound, the Love of many 
(hall wax cold? They will ſome time 
have a very terrible Account to give, 
when our Lord ſhall examine them of 
the Opportanities they had of doing 
Good. It's true, there are ſome Parts 
of this Work which in Prudence they 
may forbear, and others which by Law 
they cannot meddle with : Yet they 
may contribute to it in their Sermons, 
by exciting their Pariſhioners to inform 
of Offences to the Magiſtrate; they 
may in private Converſation approve, 
juſtifie, and recommend ſuch Methods; 
they may ſet up Societies in their Pa- 
riſhes, and meet with them, to con- 
cert Meaſures for the rendring ſo good 


a Defign effectual, and to encourage 


to a vigorous Proſecution of it; them- 
12 ſelves 
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ſelves may give an Example, by in 
forming of ſome in their Pariſhes with 
whom they find their public and pri- 
vate Admonitions do no Good : In 
ſhort, they may many ways counte- 
nance and encourage the Suppreſſion of 
Vice by legal Puniſhments if they 
pleaſe; and the Royal Proclamation 
has given them four times in a Year 
not only an Opportunity but a Command 
to do ſomething of this Nature, more 
particularly than at other times. If 
they will do nothing at all, at their 
Peril be it: But the Pariſh is not bound 
by the Example of their Miniſter a- 
gainſt the general Obligation that lies 
upon them as Chriſtians, or the parti- 
cular one upon any of them as Juſtices 
of the Peace. h | 
Eug. Some perhaps would be ready 
to ſay, tis only the Effect of a moroſe, 
Cynical Temper, or attribute it to il 
Breeding, and want of knowing the World. 
Th. The vain and vicious Part of 
Mankind will never want hard Words 
to give to a ſerious Senſe of Religion 
and our Duty : But the time will come, 
when thoſe airy Gentlemen ( except 
they prevent it by a ſeaſonable Repen- 
| tance ) 
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tance) ſhall loſe all the Mirth and Luk 6. 25. | 


Levity of Sin in an eternal Melancho- 
ly. Perhaps they will charge you, as 
you ſay, with Sourneſs of Temper and 
ill Breeding," for giving them Diſtur- 
bance in their Vices; but as they give 
the ſame ill Language to Religion its 
ſelf in the general, tis in Effect no 
more than charging it upon Religion 
and the Fear of God, which every good 
Man will be well enough pleaſed to 
ſtand or fall by. However, ſhow them 
by an innocent Chearfulneſs in Conver- 
lation, that it can be nothing of Me- 
lancholy or Moroſeneſs in you, and go 
on doing your Duty, unconcerned at 
any Character they may fix upon it. 
Knowing the World is but a plauſible 
Phraſe Men have got for imitating or 
bearing with all the Prophaneneſs and 
Impieties - they ſee grown faſhionable 
abroad; and want of that, is ſtill no 
higher a Charge than want of Wicked- 
eſs, which I. ſuppoſe you wlll never 
reſent as a Reflection upon you. But 
let them fee you know /o much of 
the World as neither to love nor fear 
it: And if every Magiſtrate would do 
his Duty, the vicious World would 
d. 3 ſoon 
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ſoon be made to know its ſelf a little 
better, in a ſeverer Sence. The 
Charges of this kind which you men- 
tion, and many other Hardſhips and 
Difficulties in the Work, are owing to 
the long Neglect of Magiſtrates putting 
the Laws in Execution, which had 
made it an «ſua! thing, or in other 
Words, what Gentlemen have not been 
bred up to the Notion and Experience 
of, and therefore they cry out againſt 
it as ill Breeding tom, on the 


Cu 
other Side, makes every thing familiar; 
and why then may we not conclude, 
that by a general Practice of putting 
the Laws in Execution for ſome Vears, 
it will be accounted confiſteut enough with 
Civility (if not an eftabliſhd Article 
of good Manners ) fo to do? Things 
more unlikely have obtained by Ute. 
To inſtance only in Swearing, Curfing, 
and prophane Diſcourſe, which in them⸗ 
ſelves are the greateſt Rudeneſſes ima- 
ginable, (boiſterous and noiſie, an open 
Inſolence to the God we worſhip, and 


the utmoſt Afﬀront to a Chriftian 
Company, who are ſuppoſed. to reve- 
| rence him and his Religion, and to ac- 
count him their beſt Friend, ) yet 
1 N . 7% FO 4 thele, 
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| theſe, by meer Dint of Faſhion, have 
been, till of late, eſteem'd the very 
Teſt of a Gentleman. But tho' the 
Doing of your Duty be contrary to the 
preſent Humour of the World, we muſt 
nevertheleſs go reſolutely on with it, 
as knowing that we are not to be 
— for Eternity by the arbitrary 
Faſhions of Men, but by the ſteady 
Rule of Scripture, and the Sentence of 
him with whom there is no Variable. 
neſs nor Shadow of turning. 
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Eng. I am not popular, you know ; og. XXXI. 


I make little Figure in the World; 
and methinks another ſort of People 
might undertake it with more Succeſs 
than I can hope to' do. 

Th. Popularity is an Advantage in 
ſome Reſpects, to this Work, and a 


tage of a popular Man is, that At- 
tempts of ſuch a Nature gain more 


eaſily upon the good Will of the Peo- 


ple by his Authority amongſt them, 
who! are prepoſſeſſed with an Opinion, 
that he will do nothing to their Pre- 
judice, nothing but What's for their 
Good. It ſpreads alſo much further, 
and other Magiſtrates in the Neigh- 

| 14 bourhood 


Diſadvantage in others. The Advan- 
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bourhood or the County will be readier 


to fall in with the fame Deſign, when 


a Man of great Figure and Reputation 


ſets it on Foot. Let all thoſe great 


Men, who have ſuch an Advantage 
above others of doing Good this way, 
conſider, how they will anſwer their 
Negle& when God ſhall call them to 
Account. But Popularity and the En- 
joyment of humane Favour is alſo 4 
dangerous Temptation to decline ſo ſevere 
a Duty, and ſo far tis a Diſadvantage. 


If, as you fay, you are not popular, if 


you have but little Intereſt in the Re- 
ſpects and Affection of your Neigh- 
bourhood, conſider, that God is the 
greateſt and the beſt of Friends. And 


you have ſo much the more Reaſon to 


apply your ſelf to obtain his Favour 


and Bleſſing, which by this good 
Work you will be ſure to do, and make 


an infinitely wiſer Bargain, than to pur- 


chaſe Popularity with the Shipwrack 


of a good Conſcience. You are eaſed 


then of the unhappy Temptation of 
being afraid to diſeblige by puniſhing ; 
for he that has nothing to loſe can fear 
tha Loſs of nothing: And this I aſſure 
you is a very great Advantage, 1 by 

Kea 
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Reaſon of your ſtudious retired Tem- 
per, or for any; other innocent Cauſe, 
you are not entangled in particular 
Friendſhips with, Obligations ro, or 
Dependances upon ill Men; what 
worldly - Conſideration ſhould make 
you Partial? You may with ſo much 


the more Readineſs and Courage make 


the greateſt vicious Gentleman in your 
Neighbourhood ſubmit to the Puniſh- 
ment of the Laws for his Extravagance. 
And I muſt tell you, that ſome few 
ſuch Examples made will be likely to 
ſtrike a more effectual Terror into 
Vice, than puniſhing an hundred mean- 
er Perſons for the ſame Offence, De- 


ſpair not of Succeſs; remember the 
Apoſtle's Obſervation, —— God hath 
choſen the weak things of the World to 
confound the Mighty, and things which 
are deſpiſed hath God choſen, and things 
mhich are not, to bring to nought things 
which are; that no Fleſh ſhould glory in 
his Preſence, Depend upon his Aſſiſtance 
and Power, and you will have odds a- 
bundantly of the moſt popular Mortal 
upon Earth. _ 

Eug. It's a difficult thing however 
to puniſh a great Man. Your Men of 


1 Cor. 1. 27, 
29. 


OH. XXXIII 


Power 


: 
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Power and Figure will take it for an 
unpardonable Affront to have a War- 
rant againſt them for Swearing, Drun- 
1 Prophaneneſs, or any thing 
ehe. 


J on the other Hand, it will be 


a dangerous Part iality that will exaſpe- 
rate inferior People whom you puniſh, 
and go near to invalidate all your En- 
deavours of Reformation, if you let 
ſuch Men be openly vicious without 
Control. Be they as great as they 
will, they muſt not expect to be great- 
er than the Laws ; and you, as you are 
entruſted by the Government, muſt 
not ſuffer it. For beſide your Duty 
in puniſhing Vice, it may be of the 
laſt ill Confequence both to the Crown 


and People to let Men of Quality pre- 
ſume of being above Subjection to the 


convict them; if they refuſe to 


Laws; it may end in overturning the 


Throne for a tyrannical Ariftocracy, and 
reducing the common People to Vi. 
linage and wooden Shoes, And there- 
fore for your Prince and Country's 
Sake you ſhould fix a reſolute Purpoſe 
to curb the Vices of the greateſt, as well 
as thoſe of others. If they offend, 


fli; 


: 
: 
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diſtrain; if they commence a Suit a- 

gainſt you, ſtand it, and truſt the Pro- 

vidence of God to determine on the 

Side of Juſtice and Religion. Thon  ,, 19.13. 

ſhalt not reſpect the Perſon of the Poor, © © 

nor bonour the Perſon of the Mizhty, ſays 

God; but in Righteouſneſs 2 thou 

judge thy Neighbour. And in another | 

Place, Te ſhall not reſpeft Perſons in Fudg- Deut. 1. 17. 

ment, nor BE AFRAID OFTHE 

FACE OF MAN, for the Judgment 

is God's. In like Manner Jehoſaphat 2 Chron, 19. 

charges his Judges --- Take heed what 6, 7. 

ye do, for ye judge not for Man, but for 

the Lord, who is with you in the Judg- 

ment, and obſerves you ; wherefore now 

let the Fear of the Lord be upon you, take 

heed and do it, for there is no Iniquity with 

the Lord our God, nor RESPECT OF 

PERSONS, nor taking of Gifts. 
Exg. If 1 take your Advice, Theoti- 0bj.XXx1V. 

mus, it will fo alarm the Gentlemen 55 

about me, who either ſuffer, or may be 

in Danger fo to do, that I foreſee very 

— | ten Commiſſion will not be long 


4 Th. Suppoſe it be not, your Coun- 

try will loſe more by that than your 

elf. They will want your mg 
_— EY | 1 and 


wu — w— 


124 


An Eſſay upon the 
and all good Men will be forry you're 


. ſtruck out: Bur if you conſider ' your 


ſelf only, you will be eaſed of a great 
deal of Trouble and Expence, and may 


retire with ſo much the more Satisfa- 


_ Aion, as you have the Honour to be 


ſtruck out for the doing of your Duty. Tis 
very probable indeed, nay tis almoſt 
certain, that your Enemies, in com- 
plaining of you, will not dare to plead 
upon the true and naked Merits of the 
Cauſe; for in this Reign a barefaced 
impeaching the Reformation of Man- 
ners will meet with no very kind Re- 
ception from Her Majeſty and Her 
Council. But they will make ſome 
falſe Miſrepreſentatious of you to the 
Government; and. if this be but likely 
to ſerve the Purpoſes of Vice, and 
turn you out, you will find a Set of 
Men who won't ſcruple it. I muſt 
tell you further, however, that tho 
your Adverſaries ſhould go even this 
Way to work, they will find ſome Dif- 
ficulty to ſucceed; the Government is 
not ; fe of making ſuch Alterations 
as they aim at, by ſtriking out of-Com- 
miſſion ( except for very good Reaſons 
well prov'd ) whom it has once unt 
ö ; ce 
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ted in: And therefore it is more than 
poſſible they may loſe their Labour. In 
ſhorr, tis my Opinion, that ſo long as 

ou go on faithfully, ſerving to your 
Fowbr the Honour of God and of your 
Prince, of Religion and good Govern- 
ment, by an active Zeal on all Occaſi- 
ons againſt Impiety and Prophaneneſs, 
God will prote& you, in whoſe Cauſe 
you are engaged; your Enemies are the 
Enemies of God, and neither their mali- 
cious Arts nor open Violence ſhall 
„T 

Eug. It any of our Brethren of the gz; 5 
Bench would begin this Matter, I” 

would willingly join with them; but I 
don't love to be ſingular. 

Th. But remember, my Friend, that 
tis not humane Examples by which we 
muſt be judged. Singularity cannot 
in its ſelf be reproachful, but as it is 
with Reſpect to Good or Evil; and then 
tis not the Singularity, but the thing in 
which we are ſingular, that is to be con- 
ſidered. To be ſingular in Wickedneſs 
is a Crime, and fo much the greater as 
it argues the F7eight of Impiety. To 
be ſingular in a good thing is a Virtue, 
and fo much the more excellent, as it 
a argues 
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argues ſome great Proficiency and Per. 


feftion in Virtue, to which we dare 
adhere in ſpite of all the Diſcourage- 


ment of ill Examples about us. So that 


you have nothing to do in this Caſe, 
to conſider whether it be 4 good 
@ndertaking, and your Duty to ſuppreſs 
Vice, according to the Authority you 
have to do it. If it be, (as | hope has 
been fully proved before) 'tis a Yir- 
tue and an Honaur to be ſingular in it. 
It's true, the wicked World will not 
be of that Opinion, but no wiſe and 


good Man will frame his Judgment in 


| Mark 8. 28. 


what concerns Religion by the Rule of 
theirs. They, to be ſure , will reproach 
you for having more Conſcience and 
Virtue than your Neighbours ; but I 
hope you will have more Grace than 
to bluſh at ſuch Reproaches. I cant 
think Eugenius ſo weak as to be put 
out of Countenance in the Exerciſe of 
his lawful Authority by the imperti- 
nent Tattle of a Mob. However, ( as 
you know your own Infirmities better 
than I do, ) if this be really an Obje- 
Aion with you; call to Mind the 
Words of our Saviour --- Whoſoever ſhall 
be aſhamed of me and of my Wards 2 

* this 
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this adulterous and finful Generation, of 

him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, 

when he cometh in the Glory of his Father. 

with the holy Angels. And remember 

his Example too, in whoſe Perſon the 
Prophet thus delivers himſelf: --- Tbe 

Lord God will help me, therefore I ſhall 

not be confounded ; therefore have I ſet 

my Face as 4 Flint, and I know that I. 
ſhall not be aſhamed. 

Ewg. But to be alone in ſo difficult a . AVI 
Work, is a Diſcouragement and Diſad- 
vantage, as well as a Reproach. I ſhall 
have no Body to adviſe or aſſiſt me. 

Th. If you want Aſſiſtance or Ad 
vice, ask it, in the firſt Place, of God, Jam. 1. 5 
the Fountain of all Wiſdom and Pow- 
er, and he himſelf has promiſed, that 
it ſhall be given you. I am continually pr, _. 
with Thee, fays the Pſalmiſt : Thou haſt 24. 
holden me by thy right Hand ; Thou ſhalt 
guide me with thy Counſel, and after- 
ward receive me to Glory. And thus 
King 4/a in his Prayer acknowledges, 
that with God it is nothing to belp, Chen 
whether with many, or with them that zm. 
have no Power. You will want indeed 
the Concurrence of thoſe that ſhould 
join, with you, if they decline it: Let 
2 per- 


23, 
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perhaps ſome of them, tho* they dont 
think fit to declare themſelves by a- 
Ring openly in the Cauſe, will give 
you their Advice if you deſire it. Or 
if they will not, you have other Friends 
to conſult upon- any Difficulty, either 
by Converſation or Letters. 

Eug. Yes, Theotimus, and I muſt 
take the Freedom to reckon you in the 
Number; but I ſhall fear to be trouble- 

ſome by applying my ſelf on all Occa- 
ſions that may require Advice. 

Th, For my Part I aſſure you, it will 
be the greateſt Pleaſure in the World 
to me, to aſſiſt you in ſo good a De- 
ſign; and fo far as my poor Capacity 
will go, you may depend upon me; 
but for your Satisfaction and Security in 

what you do, it will be proper in ſome 
Caſes to adviſe with Lawyers. E i 
. Eug. In the mean time, it will be ac- 
— Pride and Forwardneſs in me 
to enter upon ſuch an Affair, when fo 
many others (my elder Brethren. on 
the Bench) don't care to concern them- 
ſelves. | 1 
Tb. You are not to account to God 
for the Opinion the World is pleaſed 
to have of you, but how far you de- 
9 ſerve 
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ferve it. Forwardneſs even in a good 
thing, when it proceeds from Pride, is 
a Fault; when tis owing only to a 
Love of Virtue, and Defire of doing 
Good, the Conſcience of this Principle 
ſhould make you deſpiſe the Cenſures jet | 
of the World. Will the Fear of ſuch | 
ill-natured Cenfures excuſe you before =” 
God for the Neglect of your Duty? | 
Ought you not te obey him rather than 48, f. 29. 
Men > The Jewiſh Rulers, to be ſure, 
thought St. Peter and St. John a couple 48. l. 132 
of forward Pellows for preaching up 4 | 
Doctrine which they had nor embraced 
nor authorized : And how did the A- 
poſtles behave themſelves upon this? 
They appealed openly to them in the 
Senſe of their Duty Whether it ze : 
right in the Sight of God, to hearken un- * 
to you more than unto God, judge ye + For yer. 20. 
we cannot but ſpeak the things which we 
have ſeen and heard, It's true, there 
is, in ood Manners, a Reſpe&t owing 
to thoſe that were in Commiſſion be- 
fore us; but we carry it too far, when 
it creates ſuch a ſervile Dependance; 
when it makes us afraid to uſe our 
Authority in any thing, which they 
will not encourage or approve, tho 
ot ot Om rrp 


Au Eſſay upon the 
we are ſure tis agreeable. to Law, and 
ſenſible that 'tis Part of our 
Your Commiſſion, Pm ſure, lays no 
ſuch Reſtraint upon you: It runs, 
Quod aſſignavimus vos C ONIUNC 
TIM X DIVISIM, & QUEM. 
LIBET VESTRUM. The 573 
tutes are the Rule it ſets you, the Ex- 
ecution of them is the immediate Bus 
ſineſs of your Place: And if others, 
who are obliged by the fame Statutes, 
the ſame Commiſſion, and the ſame 
Oath, will not think fit to act fo far as 
they ought to do in theſe Matters, or not 
to act at all in them, ſtill you remain obli- 
fo nevertheleſs to the full Execution of 


our Office: It ſeems ſtrange, that Men of 
Senſe & Integrity ſhould not all have the 
fame Apprehenſion of their Duty in ſo 
plain a Caſe. I can account for it no other 
way in Charity, than that thoſe that can 
think otherwiſe, and have any ſerious Re- 
ede their Duty, have either not read 
the Statutes and the Proclamation, or ne- 
5 | 
er 


given themſelves the Trouble to conf- 
imbibed ſuch popular Prejudices againſt 


theta, as they ought todo; and have 


this Reformation. Work, that they will 


not ſo much as [ook into (or however not 
carefully read through) the _ 
that 
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that have been writ to prove and to 
inculcate their Duty in this Matter; 


and that if they would do theſe things, 


ik they would take the Pains to ex- 
amine the Arguments that have been 
urged for ſuch an Obligation upon 
them; they would be of another Mind, 
and heartily Join their Endeavours 
with you. In the mean tine, I own 
tis very poſlible the Pride of ſome will 
make them think themſelves lighted, 
by your acting in ſuch a Work with- 
out 2 Precedent from them, and they 
will malign and ridicule you for it; 
for ing to more Religion than 
their eafte Conſciences ſuppoſe to be ne- 
ceſſary: But I'm ſure it would be more 
ridiculous if you ſhould cut your Con- 
{cience to rheir Meaſure, and forget 
the Commands of the Government 
which you are to act by, and the 
Laws of God which you are to be 
judged by. The Proud, ſays David, 
have had me þ 
have 7 not declined from thy Law, II 

Exaniple weighs ſo much with you, 

confider this; and proceed boldly in 

doing what hes in your Power to ſup» 

pteſs all Wickedneſs, whether thoſe 
that have been longer in Commiſſion 

Kza } will 


131 


reatly in Deriſſon, yet P/al. 119.3 t. 


132 4 Eſſay upon the 
will join with you or not, ſo long as 

vou have the Laws to warrant you, and 

your Oath to bind you. Tis a pro- 

per Civility indeed to ask them firſt 

the Queſtion, whether they will pleaſe 

to ſtrike in with the Deſign, and let 

them know you ſhall be glad of their 
Direction and Aſſiſtance in it: If they 

refuſe to meddle, you have, however 

made your Compliment, and have no 

more to do than to proceed in your 

„ + on” CE ee eee 

_ Objeff. Fug. I think one May can't do much, 
XXV. T. That's a Miſtake: Almoſt the 
whole Bufineſs of ſuppreſſing Prophane- 

nels and Impiety, may be done by One 

Juſtice of Peace, by the Power which 

the ſeveral Statutes in thoſe Caſes have 
given him: He may levy Twelve 

(a) 3 Fac. c. Pence each Sunday (a) upon thoſe 
4.9-27- that abſent from Church; he may levy 
the ſeveral Penalties upon - Prophanati- 

(b) 1 Car. 1,04 of the Lord's-Day, (b) by Sports 


. I, and Paſtimes, by (c) Carriers, Waggo- 
(<) 3 Ce Fs, ny, Sc. travelling, or Butch» 
ns s Killing or ſelling Meat upon that 


(4 ) 29 Car. Day, by (4) expoſing Goods to Sale, 


2.C.7. or exerciſing Trades upon it, and the 
(e)4 Tec. c. like, and he may puniſh ( e ) Drunken 
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neſs, (F) Tipling, (g) Prophane Swear- (f). 1 Jac. c. 
— Ae Curfing, without a Neceſſity of 13 
any other Magiſtrate's Concurrence : (g) 21 5ac. c. 
Our prudent Legiſlators foreſeeing how 20. 6 and 7 
hardly the greateſt Part of our Magi- 3. c. 11. 
ſtrates would be got to execute ſuch 
Laws, have left it in the Power of an 
one Juſtice of Peace, that has a Senſe 
of Religion and his Duty, to act in 
theſe things, that he might not be 
wind-bound by the vicious Negligence 
of his Brethren. a | 
Eig. You do well to put me in 
Mind of this, but it was not what I in- 
tended by the Objection. My Mean · 
ing was, That when a ſingle Perſon 
enters upon ſuch an Undertaking, it can 
be effectual only in the Neighbourhood 
juſt about him, or in his own Preſence ; 
and thoſe in the fame Authority with 
himſelf, if they refuſe ro take the ſame. 
Meaſures, not only limit the Reforma- 
tion fo a ſmall Diſtrift, but encourage 
the Impudence of Vice, even there, and 
render it ſo much the more difficult to 
be ſuppreſſed. 3 
Th, You may puniſh upon Informa · 


voa in any Part of your County, if 


thoſe that ſhould do it will not; and 
3g K 3 ler 
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let it be known, that you will do Fa to 
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# % 


encourage thoſe that have .a ſincere 
Zeal for Religion to bring Informations 


to you. You don't know. how much 


this may contribute, if vigorouſly ap- 


plied to, to the Reformation of a lar- 


ger Diſtrict than your oun Neighbour- 
hood. But however that be, you muſt 
rather do what Good you can ( be it more 
or lefs) than ſit till and do none at ad. 
If by puniſhing Vice, any one little 
Village, nay any one Family in it, be 
effectually civilized, tis worth all the 
Pains you can take, as it may end in a 


thorough Eſtabliſhment of Religion 
amongſt them, and that in the Salvation 


of their Souls. 


0H. XXXIX. Eig. This is all very true: But what 


if other Juſtices, inſtead of joining with 

me, owls oppeſe me. 
7h. Let them conſider the Wo pro- 

nounced by our Saviour againſt thoſe 


Luke 11. 52. in his time, that extred not in themſelves 


to the Kingdom of God, and hindred 
others that were about it. It is the ut- 
moſt Pitch of Malignity againſt God 
and Virtue, when one in Authority, 


who ſhould 2 the, Honour of \ 
thus openly n fon n 
| | 1 


them both, 
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Vice and Damnation. Keep you with- 
in the Directions given you by the 
Laws, and the Malice of fuch Men 
will have no worſe Effect than to ex- 
poſe themſebves : For they cannot hin- 
der you from punifhing. They may 
indeed give Spirit to Wickedneſs for 
the prefent; but that will ſoon fail 
when jf{ Men, who are huoy'd up a- 
gainſt you by ſuch Oppoſition, find 
e 
in ill Language 
and perſia Spteen, without Seve. Ge 
either to affright you from going on, 
or any other way compel ydu to de- 
fiſt, You muſt however ſummon all 
your Reſolution to carry you 
ſuch an prhappy Diſcouragement as 
this will be; and eſpecially confider Heb. 12.3: 
him who endured ſuch Contradiftion of I 
Sinners againft bimſelf,leſt you be wearied 
and fait in your Mind. You can ne- 
ver be 'oppofted with more Virulence 
and Malice than Chriſt was by the 
Jewifh Rulers ; the Men in Authority 
ſet themſelves againſt him from the ve- 
ry firſt ; yet he went on with his good 
Work as long as he lived, and ſealed 
and fimftfd it with his Blood. Hear 
| K 4 the 
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An Eſſay upon the 

the Command and Promiſe of God to 
the Prophet Jeremy, in Fear of the like 
Oppoſition from the Princes and great 
Men of Judah; Be not afraid of their 
Faces : for I am with thee to deliver 
thee. Aud they ſhall fight againſt thee, 
but they ſhall not prevail; for I am with 
thee, ſaith the Lord, to deliver thee. 
Now if the Protection of God be not 
a Guard ſufficient againſt the Oppoſi- 
tion of Men, then 1 ſubmit. 

_ Exg. I muſt improve this Objection 
in another, and that I aſſure you a ve- 
ry material one. If other Juſtices ei- 
ther openly or underhand abet People 
in oppoſing this Work, either I or the 
Conſtables may be drawn into ex- 
penſive Suits at Law, whenever an ob- 
ſtinate Offender will bring bis Action 


” 


for the Diſtreſs, 


Th, If there be no Defect in your 
Information, and no Irregularity in 
your Warrant, or in the Execution of it, 
there is not room for any Action to 


be brought. This indeed muſt be 


your's and the Conſtable's Care, to ſee 


that there be no Miſtake or Miſmanage- 


ment which, may be laid hold on to 
give you Trouble, but that the whole 
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Proceeding of you both keep cloſe to 
the Direction of the Statute; and if 
any Body will then be ſo Fool- hardy 
to enter an Action againſt you, he will | 
ſoon learn, by. dear Experience, how lit- 
tle is to be got by it. You may de- 
pend upon this, that all Magiſtrates 
and Officers of Juſtice diſturbed for 
doing any thing relating to their Of- 
fice, will be ſure to find the utmoſt 
Favour from a Court of Juſtice that 
can conſiſt with Law. If you pleaſe 
to caſt your Eye upon the Statute 7 
Jac. I. c. 5. you will find what public l 
Proviſion is already made in - ſuch 
Caſes. It allows a Juſtice of Peace, 7 Jac. 1: c. 5. 
Mayor, Conſtable, Sc. if any Action 21 Vc. 1. c. 
be brought againſt them for any thing | 
done by Virtue of their Office, to plead 9 
the general Iſae | not guilty] and give 9 
the ſpecial Matter in Evidence: And if 
2 Verdict paſs for the Defendant, or 
if the Plaintiff become Nonſuit or diſ- 
an 8 Fa recover 

puble Coſts of Suit. And by the late. TJ 
Act againſt prophane Swearing and: b 8 IP 
Curling, if they be ſued for executing 
that Statute, they ſhall have treble Coſts. 
Now, my Friend, if you or your 42 


13s | wr Eſſay uponthe 
ſtable be ſued, your Adverſary runs at 
leaſt twire the Hazard that * do. 
You, if you recover, have doxble Coffs 
apainſt him: He, if he ſucceed never 
fo well with his Action, can pretend to | 
no more than common Caſts. Ton are 
fure of all the Favour, he of all the a 
Diſcountenance that can be Law, 
from the Court. So that you ſee what 
odds you have againſt Opn * 2 
rage you. It is my Opinion er; 
— 4 Ie be commeneed upon 
ſuch an Account, and your Adverfary 
be cuſt, it will put an End to all the 
| CO of this kind you are afraid 
: no Body elſe will dare to give you 
a ſecond Trouble. The Exßence at 
Lam therefore will be vo great Matter: 
But if it were more, if you were to run 
out - your whoje Eftate in Suits to de- 
fend your Execution of theſe good 
Laws, could you part with ir upon better 
Terms? | not the Favoyr of God 
and the' Happineſs of erernal Life worth 
infinitely more than this? Are you 
any more than a Srewardin your Eſtate 
for God? And do you grudge to dif- 
burſe bis Money to maintain bis own 
r 


TS 


Execution of the Laws. 


Eug. There is a great deal in what 
you ſay, Theorimus; but has not your 
Zeal carried you ſomewhat too far in 
the Particulars? You know the Apo- 
ſtle requires us to provide far our ' own 
Families, and calls him worſe than an 
Infidel that does not. | 

4 put wn Caſe to the _—_ 
only to ſtrengt my Ar ent. Tis 
next to impoſſible you Thould be /o 
harraſſed with vexatious Suits, as lite» 
rally to conſume your whole Eſtate 
againſt them. Perhaps they may 
bring a Charge of Forty or Fifty 

upon you; and how much 
will that reduce your way of — 
or impair the Fortunes of your Chil⸗ 
dren > Only I add, that if God ſhould 
think fit ( by fuftering the Impudence 
and Malice of ill Men) to try you, 
with the Hazard or Loſs of 4d. you 
have, it would be well diſpoſed of, and 
what your Duty requires you to fore- 
go, when'the Honour of God and Re- 
ligion makes it neceſſary. Whoſoever 
he be that forſaketh not all that he hath x 
cauot be my Diſciple, ſays Chriſt, . 

Hag. But all Men are not in the 
fame Circumſtances. Some have good 

* 8 | Eſtates, 
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Eſtates, and little ro do with them : 
Others a much ſmaller Fortune, a nu- 
merous Family of Children, and many 
Relations, won't you allow ſuch as 
theſe to be a little more cautious what 
Expence they run into than the other >. 

Th. I allow them both to avoid (as 
much as poſſible) the giving an obſti- 
nate and - purſe-proud- Sinner any real 
Advantage to ground an Action upon. 
Let them keep from Suits as prudently 
as they can, provided they don't com- 
nd with their Conſciences for the 
Sake of their Purſes, but continue till 
to execute their Office and the Laws 
with full Vigour, as they ought to do. 


Whatever a Man's domeſtic Circum- 


ſtances are, he muſt not ſhorten his 
Duty for Fear of Trouble and Expence. 
If his Eſtate be ſmall, he ſhows fo 
much the more of a generous Faith 
in the Divine Providence, who dares 
truſt his Family to the Care ànd Good- 
neſs of God, by whoſe Command and 


for whoſe Glory he is obliged to diſ- 
poſe otherwiſe of that which ſhould 
maintain it: And I doubt not, as the 


Faith is more generous, the Reward 
will be proportionable. 
9114 2 Eug . 
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Eug. A Gentleman, who has an An- Oljett. XLE 
-waal- Revenue certain from his Land, 
tho it be not ſo great as ſome of his 
Neighbours, has more Encouragement 
to venture upon Expence in ſuch a 
Cauſe, than one that has nothing but 
his Trade, tho' a very good one, to de- 
pend upon, which ebbs and flows by 
ſeveral Accidents, and by the Favour 
or Disfavour of his Neighbourhood. 

Now the Magiſtrates of our Corporations + 
are uſual Men of Trade, and may ſuffer 
very much in their Buſineſs, diſobliging 
their Cuſtomers by whom they live, 
and impairing the original Fund out 
of which they ſhould provide for their 
Children. Their Trade will be leſſen- 
ed for the future by the Malice which 
ill Men will bear them, over and above 
the preſent Charges of Suit out of what 
they had laid up before. And this 
Objection holds yet ſtronger on the 
Side of the Conſtables, who are ſtill 
ſuppoſed to be of more ordinary Rank, 
ſtill more dependant on the Good- 
Will of their Neighbourhood, and, as 

they have leſs to live upon, more ea- 

ſily undone. FENG 


75. 
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Tb. It may be fo, if we judge by 
the natural Tendency of things : But 
in Cafes of this Nature, where the 
Duty we owe ro God, and our Ob- 
ligation to promote, his Honour, are 
concerned, we muſt ſtill infiſt upon 
Arguments of Religion for a Balance. 


Our too great Eagerneſs for the World 


is, in more Inſtances than one, a very 


fatal Temptation to neglect our Duty. 


24. No Man can ſerve two Maſters, . he will 


all the Neceſſiries of humane Life. 


hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other; 
ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon. And 
as it is our Duty, to take off our Aﬀe- 
ctians from this to the other World, 
ſo it is our Intereſt to lay up our Trea- 
ſores there, where they can never be 
impaired by the Villany and Malice 
of ill Men. Therefore our Saviour 
commands us to upon the Pro- 
Vidence of God, and his Bleſſing, for 


He inſtances in the Fowls-of the Air, 
and Flowers of rhe Field, which, tho 
they have no Subſiſtance beyond this 
periſhing Life, and no Means of pro- 
viding for that by their own Labour, 
God takes Care of, and ſupports, and 


adorns; and how much more will he 
\ think 
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think himſelf concerned to take Cure 
of Mes, whom he has enobled with 
immortal Do ? Pug Bo: ſtill 
more particular you t pro- 
vide for fuch * as have either 
dftuaily loft, or are reſolutely bent to 
venture all the Means of Subliltance 
they enjoyed from him to promote hit 
Glory 2 Does not the Su prohien of 8 of a 
juſt and merciful Being, og, (which 
we own by the Name of lt 
naturally des ticking Baa 
Eag. Theſe are ES 9 — 
may enterr in a philoſophical Mind 
enough, in the midſt of Eaſe and 
Plenty: But is it practicable, think you, 
er Men, who have always converſed 
racher with Buſineſs than vith Books, 
to ſupport themſelves with fuch Re- 
flexiens when they find a vifble De- 
cay of their A on this Account ? 
Th. How little ſoever they converſe 
with other Books, I am ſure they are 
bound as Chriſtians to be converſant 
with the ſacred Scriptures; and there 
they will find theſe Notions not ariſing 
— the vain Philoſophy of Men, but 
from the Truth and Promiſe of the 
Eternal God, by their Belief or Daher 
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Hef of which they ſhall be judged at 
the laſt Day. For after our Saviour 
had been adviſing at large to this De- 
pendance upon God for the Neceſſaries 


Dr. Whitby dom of God and his Righteouſneſs ( that 
Parapbraſe. Righteouſneſs which will render you 
acceptable in his Sight) and all theſe 

things (1% far as they are needful) 

hall be added unto you. If they won't 

believe God Himſelf, I don't expect 

they ſhould believe me. You ask if 

I think it prafticable to ſupport one's 

ſelf under the Senſe of Want and Po- 

verty, by truſting to the Providence 

| of God. I do; and that becauſe God 


| is impracticable; the good Spirit of 
| VGBrace aſliſting us; as it muſt in all 
Phil. 4+ 11, our other Virtues. 7 have learned in 


"2 13 whatſcever State I am, ſays St. Paul, 
| therewith to be content. Every where and 

in all things Jam inſtructed, both to be full 
and to be hungry, to abound and to ſuffer 
j | weed : I can 4 all things through Chriſt 
that ſtrengtheneth me. We have had 
not only ancient but modern Inſtances 

of ſuch a generous and truly Chriſtian 

Faith. Men, who, in our own times, 

have vigorouſly purſued the n 

Ce 


Mat. 6. 33. Of Life, he adds, Seek ye firſt the King- 


has not commanded us any thing that 
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Reformation; in ſeveral Capacities, and 
been at much Expence, and run all 
Hazards, and ſuffered a viſble Decay in 
their Trade, proceeding purely from 
their Zeal 'in this Undertaking, and 
yet have gone on reſolutely in their 
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Duty, being willing to ſuffer the Loſs of Phil. 3. 8. 


all things in promoting the Glory of 


God, in Hopes of that eternal Liſe rit. 1,2. 


_— God, that cannot lie, has promiſed 
them. | a4 | 
Eug. Notwithſtanding all that can 
be ſaid, this Objection will not be ea- 
ſily abated you; it has taken deep 
Root in Men that are concerned for 
their ſecular Intereſts. * 

Th, It has ſo. But ſuch a Love of 
the World as hinders us in any kind 
from doing our Duty, is unqueſtiona- 
bly one of thoſe Spiritual Enemies we 
renounced in our Chriſtian Baptiſm, 


Love not the World, fays St. John, nor | Fohn 2.25, 


the things of the World: If any Man 
love the World, the Love of the Father 
is not in him. And our Saviour has 


told us how bard it is for them that yah 10. 24. 


truſt in Riches, to enter into the King 
dom of God. And therefore to neglect 
a Duty, bound upon I in _ to 
1114 eg their 


An Eſſay upon the 
their own and other Mens Salvation, 
1 becauſe they find it inconſiſtent with 
| their Trade and ſecular Jutereſt, is in 
| plain Terms to quit Pretenſlons to any 
World bur hit, to make a poſitive 
Choice of theit Intereſt here, in oppoſi- 
tion to any Hopes bereafter, And 
what if 1 ſhould ſay that even in Point 
| of Prudence and worldly Policy they 
are very much out in their Meaſures? 
Prov: 10. 22, It is the Bleſſing of the Lord that maketh 
| Ricb, fays | Solomon, who, I ſuppoſe , 
was witer than the wiſeſt of theſe 
cautious Magiſtrates ; and with what 
Face can that Man expect a Blefivy 
from God, who purſues his aim at 
Riches by comtuing at Aﬀroents that 
are every Day offered 70 Gad and to 
Relizzon> God does indeed ſometimes 
proſper wicked Men, becauſe they 
have chaſen their Portoon in this Life. 
Let the wiſeſt and moſt likely Way, 
in general, to ſecure the Bleſſing of God 
upon our Trade, is firſt to make fure 
| of a goad Confaence, and then all other 
things werd for us will be added. 
God does oſten mar ay Vet fuch 
23 have -6:ftered, or are prepared in 
their Minds to ſuffer all * 
that 


* 
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Execution of the Laws. 
that may happen, rather than neglect 


their Duty to him. He has increaſed 


their Trade and their Riches ( as he _ 


| bleſſed Abraham offering his Son ) 7% 


when he found them ready to be ſa- 
crificed with a chearful Obedience to 
his Command. But whether he do ſo 
or not, they have an Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, that fades not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for them; and 
there they ſhall have ſufficient amends 
for all they. have loſt, and abundant 
1 for all they have laid out for 


72 1 have ſome few Scruples yet 


"Wy. 


Gen. 221 12 


I Per: 1. 4. 


remaining. The good Will and Affecti- 0h, XIII. 


on of one's N eighbourbood, is what a 


Gentleman and a Chriſtian, may and 


ought to value: Now I'm ſendible this 
Work will draw upon me a great deal 
of Hatred and Contempt. 

Th, That Man is but half a Philo- 
ſopher, and but half a Chriſtian, who 
has not learnt to bear Contempt and 
Hatred in 2 good Cauſe. Conſidering 
the general Wiekedneſs of the World, 
you muſt aſſuredly expect ſuch Trials. 
Whoever ſets me to reduce impiety 


wil te bated; but by whom? By no 
LGS good 
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Luke 6. 22, 
. 


16. 


1 Pet. 3. 145 


An Eſſay upon the 


good Man. Whoever has a ſerious Senſe 
of Religion will applaud and love you for 


it: For he himſelf diſapproves in his 
Mind, and condemns by his own virtu- 


ons Example the ill Practices you pu- 
niſh. All ſober Men will be ſenſible 


that you are acting for the public Ho- 


nmour of God and Chriſtianity in ſup- 
preſſiag Prophaneneſs, and all wife Men 
will be ſenſible that you are doing a 


public Service to the State, in ſuppreſ- 
ſing Extravagance and Exceſs. Indeed 
thoſe guilty Perſons, who are by your 
Means to be torn from the Enjoyment 
of their Vices, or ſuffer for them, will 


agree to hate you: And where's the 


Wonder in this ? while you. adhere to 
the Laws, it is not to be expected, 
that the Offenders ſhould be on your 
Side. So that your Objection iſſues in 
this, That the Friends of Religion and 
Virtue will be pleaſed with what you 
do; but the vicious and immoral will 
be ſure to-malign you fort it. For my 
Part, I am ſeriouſly of Opinion, that 


next to the Favour of God, one of the 


greateſt Ble ſſings a good Man has to 
wiſh for in this World is, to enjoy tbe 
$pleen and Hatred of ill Men; as it is 
boo 44 a 


4 
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a certain Evidence he is not of their 
Tribe, that he walks not in the Counſel Pſal. 1. l. 
of the Ungodly, nor ſtands in the Way 
of Sinners, For, ſays our Saviour, if ye Febn 15+ 19. 
were of the World, the World would iN 
love its own ; but becauſe ye are not 
the World --- therefore the World hateth 
you. Where two or three particular 
Perſons only hate a Man, there may be 
ſomewhat of perſonal Quarrel in the 
Caſe, wherein his Virtue and Goodneſs 
are not immediately concerned: But 
when the whole Party of Wickedneſs is 
up in Arms, her Horſe and Foot, her 
Friends of Quality and the Mob, drawn 
up againſt him, tis plain their Quarrel 
is at his Goodxeſs, and at nothing elſe, 
whatever they pretend. This is no 
more than the old Enmity betwixt 
Vice and Virtue, an unjuſt Man ( ſays Prov. 29. 27, 
Solomon) is an Abomination to the Juſt; Amos 5, 10. 
and he that is upright in the way, is an 
Abomination to the Wicked; eſpecially 
if he makes any public Attempts to 
retorm. The World cannot hate TOW, 1. 
(lays our Lord to the wicked Jews * 
but ME it hateth, ---- and why 2 ---» 
Becauſe I TESTIFIE OF II that. 
the WORKS THEREOF ARE 
O—_ 
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150 An Eſſay upon the 
EY IL. You fee the bleſſed Jeſus 
trod the ſame uneaſie Path before you, 
and met with the ſame Entertainment 
you expect; therefore for our Encou · 

Fobn 15. 18, ragement, he tells his Diſciples, If the 

20 World hate you, ye know it hated me be- 


fore it hated you. Remember the Word 
that I ſaid unto you, The Servant is not 

greater than the Lord. If they have per- 

ſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute you. 
Mat, 10. 22, And in another Place, ye ſhall be hated 
of all Men for my Names Sate; but he 
that entureth to the End ſhall be ſaved; 


| 
7 
l 
l 
( 
| 
Ver. 38, And he that taketh not his Croſs and fol- 
( 
] 
< 
| 
} 
/ 


howeth after me, is not worthy of me. The 
Fear of Man hindred ſeveral of the 
Jewiſh Rulers from owning Chriſt, 
tho” they ſecretly believed in Him: 
But as I hope you ate convinced, that 
what I have been perſwading you to 
is your Duty, I hope you will not be 
afraid to let the World know that you 
are fo, nor ever trouble your ſelf with 
the Proſpe& of their Hatred in the 
Matter, teſt the ſevere Remark upon 


thoſe Rulers in the Goſpel ſhould 
Fobn 12, 42, equally include you, that they loved 
43. the Praiſe of Men more than the Praiſe 
of Goa, If you fet about this Work 


with 
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with a ſincere Zeal ſor God's Glory, 
and the Honour of Religion, you may 
perhaps ſuffer a great deal from malici- 
ous Men; they will be ready to do 
you what ill Turns they can: But 
don't fear them. You are doing the 
Work of God; you are following the 
Example of the bleſſed Jeſus; you are 
under the particular Guard of Provi- \, 
dence, which will ſuffer nothing to 
befal you, but what will aſſuredly firſt 
or laſt turn to your Advantage; you 
have the Love and Approbation of all 
good Men; and above all, the Favour 
of your eternal Judge in Heaven, who 
will fully recompenee there all the 
Pains you have taken, all the Contempt 
and Hatred you have undergone for 
him on yoo w— — 
Side, Evil ſhall ſlay the ed, and po 2 21. 
they thar bate the "Righttobs hall d : 
folate. 2 ap 
Enz. You give me very good En- 
couragement againſt this Objection: 
But there is ſtill a material Diſadvan- 
tage you have not taken Notice of. If 
gun the ill Will of my Neighbours, 0% XIII 
I ſpall not be able to di them any Good; 
their Prejudice againſt mne will be ſuch, 
Nn. | LS that 


ww. 7.2, ts aa * 


An Eſſay upon the 
that 1 may provoke, but never ſhall 
reform them. 

Th. This Prejudice, I ſuppoſe, will be 
grounded only upon your appearing 
in the Execution of the Laws againſt 
them for their Vices; Take all the 
Care you can, by Prudence and good 
Nature to prevent all other Occaſions 
of Diſtaſt. But ſince they have plain- 
ly hitherto been Proof againſt the 
Fear of Hell, the Authority of the ſa- 
cred Scriptures, and the repeated Ex- 
hortations of the Pulpit, 'tis evident 
this is the only way left that carries in 
it any Hope or Proſpect of reforming 
them. If this won't do, or if it ſours 
to Prejudice in their Minds, tis a Sign 
the Maligꝑnity of the Diſtemper is very 
great; and as this is the laſt Method of 
Cure, you have ſo much the greater 
Obligation to go on with it, and to 
try the utmoſt it can do. If after all, 
it prove to no Purpoſe, yet the Fault 
is none of yours; tho they will not 
be reform d by it, they would not be 
reformed wit hout it. But further, the 
Prejudice they conceive againſt you 
at firſt will wear off in Courſe of time, 
in ſpite of all their preſent Heat, * 
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they ſee you reſolved to go on, not ca- 
ring for any thi they can ſay or do 
againſt you. Malice diſregarded is the 
moſt impertinent filly thiog imagina- 
ble; when it loſes its End (which was 
to fill you with Reſentment and Trou- 
ble, and to awe you into an alteration 
of your Meaſures) tis too much out 
of Countenance to ſtay long, or gra- 
dually dies away under the Mortifica- 
tion of ill Succefſss "oy 
 Eug. But in the mean time my Re- 
put ation will lye expoſed to all the Ri- 
dicule andi Scandal they can throw upon 
it. I ſhall be at the Mercy of the 


Mob, who will be ſure to raiſe an Hun- 


dred Falſhoods of me, which are not ſo 
eaſily call'd in when they are once 
ſtarted and diſpers d, as perhaps the Pre- 
judice may be that gave them Birth, 
Th. You are miſtaken, my Friend ; 
ſuch filly Stories will be very ſhort · lived. 
They will find no Credit with Men of 
Senſe and Honour that know you, be- 
cauſe your every Day's Conyerſation 
confutes them. They may indeed tor a, 
while be current amongſt ſuch as don't 
affect you; but when they have been 
told three or four Times over, and the 
* : 1 


153 


obj. XLIV. 


- — — — — _ 
— — — — 


154 


merry World has had its Laugh, they 


An Eſſay upon the 


loſe their Reliſh, and are laid afide of 
Courſe. If they be of a Scandalous Na- 
ture, or if they charge you with any 
thing that touches your Honour and 
your Conſcience, tis fit you ſhould con- 
ſider, whether you are guilty or not. For 
this Advantage (and a very great one) 
you will have, that ſetting up for the 
Reformation of others, you will be ſure 
to hear of all your own Faults ; whatever 
the World knows of, that can be ſaid to 
reproach you, will be told without a 
Whiſper. And this, as it may alarm you 
to a ſeaſonable Repentance, if you be guil- 
ty, may prove the kindeſt Office that 
could be done you; and as it may put 
you in Mind of ſeveral Failings which, 
perhaps, you did not attend to or conſider 
before, ſo it will be an uſeful Hint to you 
to correct them. Neform our Self with all 
the Exactneſs and all the Speed you can, 
that you may be able to keep your 
Countenance in reforming Others. 
 Eug. Whether they have any thing in 
my preſent Conduct to expoſe me tor, 
or not, they will rip up all my old Vices, 
(which, Irhank God, I have long ſince 
left and repented of) and Father _ 
fil, 
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fail, even the ' trifling Imprudences of 
Youth, and the common Failings of 
Mankind. * ATI 

Th. You muſt expect they will. But 
if they ſtart a Charge againſt you of 
ſomething that was done long fince, and 
you have already repented, and wholly 
laid aſide the Practice, you need not be 
aſhamed to hear of it again from your 
Enemies; becauſe you are now à very 
different Perſon from what you was then, 
of quite a different Principle and Beha- 
viour: And they may as well reproach 
a Man for having been a Child, as a 
good and virtuous Man for having for- 
merly been otherwiſe. 

Eng. But how ſhall I fence my ſelf 
againſt direct and poſitive Falſpoods 
raiſed to diſcredit me? 

Th. By diſproving them. If you know 

our own Innocence, confute the Scan- 
dal in ſome public Company, and in pri- 
vate fatisfie all you can that it is a Falſe- 


155 


hood; becauſe the Imputation of Yice 


to one that ſets up for reforming it, is of 
the laſt ill Conſequence, if you ſuffer it 


quietly to prevail and be believed; as 


it makes the whole Undertaking you 
are upon look like a meer Hy pocritical 
Scheme 


An Eſſay upon the 
Scheme for Reputation or Self-Intereſt: 
But after all, what are you your Self the 
worſe for any Scandals raiſed upon you: 
You are not to look- upon your Self as 
you do upon ſaleable Commodities, that 
riſe and fall by the Market Price : You 
are not to judge your Self by the uncer- 
tain Opinion .of the Vulgar, who, as 
they never think upon ſteady Principles, 
can never be long of the ſame Mind, 
or frame a regular Judgment of any 
thing. What is it that really makes a 
Man worſe, but Guilt; or better, but an 
encreaſe of Virtue? Theſe are the only 
ſolid Standards by which a Philoſopher, 
when he weighs himſelf, debates his 
own Character; becauſe the Conſe- 
quence of theſe is for Eternity: All o- 
ther Topicks of Eſteem or Diſeſteem are 
computed only with Relation to this 
preſent World, and the Computers dit-. 
ter in their Computation too. So then, 
if you are innocent of what's laid to 
your Charge, you're never the worſe 
Man for the Charge being laid. Nay, 
the beſt Men have frequently under- 


gone the vileſt Scandals, Our Saviour 
| Marr. 11. 19. vas called an Impaſtor, a Glutton, a 


| , 
| Mart. 10. 5. Drunkard, a Patron of Wickedneſs an 
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ticked Men, yet his being falſly called 
ſo, did not leſſen him at all. David 
'was levelled at by his Enemies much 
after the ſame Rate; Every Day they 
wreſt my Words, al their Thoughts are 
againſt me for Evil; they gather them- 
Vives together, they hide themſelves, they 
mark my Steps when they wait for my 
Soul, The Prophet Jeremiah too; For , _ _ 
fince I ſpake, ſays he, [and told them of pris 
their Faults, ] the Word of the Lord was 
made a Reproach to me and a Derifion 
daily. I heard the Defaming of many; — 
Report ſay they, and we will report it; 
all my Familiars watch'd for my Halting, 
&c. The Apoſtles had the ſame Treat- 
ment, -and were forced, in the Duty 
they were called to, to charge through 
Honour and Diſhonour, thro good Report * Cor. 6. 8. 
and evil Report ; accounted as Deceivers, 
yet knowing themſelves ro be True. 
And what were they the worſe for 
this? They are now in the Enjoyment 
of Eternal Happineſs, which their De- 
famers (except they repented) never 
ſhall attain to. If being Scandalized for 
the ſake of Virtue make any alteration, 
tis much for the better to us. If ye be I pet. 
(Feproached for the Name of Chriſt, ( ſa £ 16. 


Pſal. 56. PI 
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St. Peter,) happy are ye. If any Man ſuf- 

fer as a Crit let him not be 444 

Dur Saviour pronounces the ſame, 

Matt. 5.11, Bleſſed are ye, when Men ſpall revile you, 

aud ſhall ſay all manner of Evil againſt 

you fallly for my Name i ſake ; Rejoice and 

be exceeding glad, for great is your Reward 

in Heaven, On the other fide, if the 

Favour and good Word of wicked Men 

come under any conſideration with us, 

we ought to Jook upon it as the weſt 

real and effefual Scandal in the World; 

what elſe docs our Saviour mean when 

Luke 6. 26. he ſays, Wo unto you when all Meu ſpeak 

well of you ; for fo did their Fathers of 

the falſe Prophets; and ſo will they of 

negligent or vicious Magiſtrates, under 

whom they may 1 enjoy them- 

{elves in Wicked To ſum up the 

Evidence then, 1 think you will have 

no Reaſon to be angry at thoſe that de- 

fame you for doing your Duty in this 

matter, if it draw down a B from 

God upon you, and will ſtrengthen your 

. Title to a better Lite hereafter. Aearts 

Tai. 51. 7. en unto me, je that know Righteouſue(s, 

the People in whoſe Heart is wy Lawg 

Fear ye nat the Reproach of Men, neither 

be afraid of their Re uilings. Haun 
goo 
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good Conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak i Pet. 3 16. 
evil of you, as of evil doers, they may bs 
aſhamed that falſiy accuſe your good Con- 
verſation in Chriſt. 3 

Exp, If the Point of Reputation were 0!j. XLV. 
all, I ſhould perhaps be ſatisfied with 
this Diſcourſe : Bur the Juſtice of Peace 
and the Conſtable do both of them run a 
greater Hazard, they go in Danger of 
their Lives, E | 
Th. This Objection ſeems to carry 
more ſtrength than really it does. For 
in the farſt Place, tho it's true, the Ma- 
giſtrate and inferior Officers have to do 
in theſe Caſes with ſome of the worſt 
of Mankind, ſuch as are abſolute ſtran- 
gers to Conſideration and Conſcience ; 
yet I can't allow that there is indeed 
ſo much Danger of Life in the Execu- 
tion of our Office upon them, as timo- 
rous People apprehend : Both becauſe 
the Protection of God ſeems more eſpeci- 
ally engaged on our ſte, when we are 
doing his own Work, acting by his Au- 
thority and Command, and for his 

Glory, and this in a Regular, Legal, and 

Chriſtian Way, without any thing of 
Rudeneſs in our Behaviour, or giving 
ill Men any further Provoration _ 
a . the 
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Ma- Fair in London,) ever ſince the 


An Eſſay upon the © 
the bare Execution of our Duty: And 
alſo becauſe in Fact there has no ſuch 
thing happened to them, (except one 
Inſtance only of the Conſtable killed in 


Reformation-Societies were ſet-up ; yet 
many Thouſands of Lewd and deſpe- 
rate Perſons have been convicted and 
brought to Puniſhment by them. The 
Conſtables, by order of the Juſtices, 
have gone about to the Taverns and 
Public Houſes in their Ward, and un- 
queſtionably found rhere very often the 
moſt diſſolute Bullies in the Kingdom, 
who wanted not the Will to have Mur- 
dered them, if the reſtraining Provi- 
dence of God, for the Protection of his 
Servants in this Work, had not diſ- 
armed their Malice by a ſudden Damp 
upon their Spirits. In the Country, I 


thank God, we are ſtill leſs in Danger 


from ſuch Men, as we have fewer of 
them amongſt us; and thoſe we have, 
if they were inclined to be Miſchievous, 
could not hope to eſcape fo eaſily as in 
a large and populous City. If you 


will ſuppoſe any of them ſo deſperate in 


Malice as to attempt ſuch a Thing, with 
the apparent and determined Hazard of 


X Dying 
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Dying for it themſelves upon the Gal- 
lows, and all this only to revenge the 
Quarrel of their Vices; why then do 
the Officers of Juſtice want Courage to 
venture their Lives in the Courſe of 
their Duty, arm'd with the Authority 
of the Law, a good Cauſe, and a good 
Conſcience 2 Shall a wicked Wretch 
Sacrifice his Life to the Devil with more 
Reſolution than we dare offer ours to 
God? But however, the Enemies you 
are afraid of (depend upon it) have 
not Courage enough to attempt the 
twentieth Part of what they talk. la- 
deed, ſo far as noiſie Curſes and Threat- 
nings and the artificial Bravery of 
Words will go, we muſt own them to 
be ſomewhat terrible: But go you reſo- 
lutely on in your Office, put it to the 
Trial whatthey dare do in good Earneſt, 
and you will find them very contempti- 
ble; all this mighty Flaſhing is bur 
falſe Fire, and they the greateſt Cowards 
in the World. een 

Eug. But ſome time or other, in the 
Heat of Wine, they may do what in 
cool Blood they durſt not venture on. 
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dn Efſay upon ile 
Tb. Perhaps they may, when they 
have a lucky Chance of Courage more 


efelt their Villany too. I will ſup- 
pole the utmoſt your Objection would | 
have, that you go in continual Danger of 


- 


your Life ; yet 1 hope to convince you, 


that the Apprehenfion of this ought 


1 Cor. 10.31- 


to be no Bar to the vigorous Execution 
of your Office. For to what end did 
the Almighty give you Life, but that 
you ſhould g/orifie Him with it > And 


pil. 1. 2<-1f endeavouring by all proper Methods 


th ſecyre his — 4 ny the * 
Religion, againſt Immorali 

Prophaneneſs, be not directly within 
the Notion of glorifying God, I am wil- 
ling to give up the Cauſe: But if it be, 
the loſing your Liſe in the Service is no 
more than diſpoſing of it to ibe wery 
Ends tor which it was given you. 
You .glerifie him, ſo much the more 


in Dying for the Diſcharge of your Duty 


as by this reſolute Conſtancy in his Ser- 


vice, even to the laſt Extreams of Op- 


poſitioa, you publiekly give your Sul- 


frage that his Favour end; his Honour 


are to be regarded above all earthly Con- 


ſiderations whatſoever. I will add, that 
| ic 
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jt Entitles you to the Reward of Mar- 

tyrdom;, which the Primitive Chriſtians 

were ſo ambitious of. Be Thou faithful | 

to the Death, and I will give Thee a 9 

Crows of Life, ſays Chriſt. A Martyr 

is one who, at the expence of his Blood, 

atteſts the Truth, and Excellence, & Puri- 

ty of Chriſt's Religion, & maintains to the 

laſt ( in ſpite of all the Violence of wicked 

Men,) his Obligation to profeſs and 

prattiſe it. Now as the Subſtance of 

Religion * which God chiefly inſiſts up- | 

on, is rather the Zeal of a good Life than 2 3 

of an Orthodox Profeſſion, why ſhould 147% : 7 

not our Sufferings for promoting Vir- 48s 10. 35: 

tue and ſub/tantial Goodneſs be as dear 7m. i. a3, Ge 

to Him, as thoſe of a Miſſionary for 

Preaching, or his Converts for receiv- 

ing the Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine? 

And why may we not as juſtly reckon 

him a Martyr who dies in that good 

Cauſe, as him that dies in 2his.2 It's 

plain he Swfers for Righteouſneſs ſake, Mer. 5, 16 

and then by conſequence GRE AT is, 

his RE ARD in Heaven. 
 Eug. But Life is naturally Sweet; 

and the Thoughts of parting with ir, 

when in the common courſe of Nature 

we might hope to enjay it ſame Years 

More, go hard with any Man. II. 
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| Th. Nothing can happen to us, but 


by the Will of God: And therefore 


as we are to reſign our Selves entirely 
to Him that made us, we are to con- 
clude beforehand againſt any prejudi- 
ces of Self- love or worldly Intereſt to 
what he thinks fit to determine con- 
cerning us, either as to the Time or 
manner of our Diſſolution. When we 
have done what Good we can, the End 
of our Living is anſwered ; and if God 
removes us from our Work to our Reward, 
is this an Injury? Are the Miſeries of 
Humane Life fo inconſiderable, that we 
are loth to change them for a bleſſed 
Eternity? What Buſineſs is there in 

; which we can expire with more true 
Luk. 12. 43· ſatisfaction, and to better Advantage, 
than that for which we were Born? 

Or have we our ſelves, for any Tempo- 

ral By-confiderations of our own, a juſter 

Propriety in our Lives, than He for 

' whoſe Service we were made to live ? 

The Example of Chriſt is very often 
recommended to us in the New: Teſta- 

1 Per, 2. 21. ment, that we ſhould follow his Steps; 
that we ſhould Love one another as He 
bas loved us; By this, ſays he, ſpall all 
7b. 13.30.35: Men know that ye are my Diſciples: And 


Joh. 15. 12 
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is it poſſible for us more cloſely to 
imitate him, than when we die for the 
Sake of glorifying God and doing God 
to Men? eſpecially in that religious 
Charity of retorming the Vices of Men, 
and ſetting them in the Way to Hea- 
ven. Hereby perceive we the Love of 
God, becauſe he laid down his Life for 
us, aud we ought to lay down our Lives 
for the Brethren, where a neceſſary Cha- 
rity to them expoſes our own Lives to 
Hazard, | 
Eig. Not to interrupt you, Theoti- 
mus; Is not every Man bound to pre- 
ſerve his own Life, and not to draw *' 
down Sufferings upon himſelf and his | 
Family? 4 | 
. Th. Yes certainly, where Life and 
the Performance of our Duty to God and 
Man are conſiſtent - with each other. 
But when the Caſe ſtands ſo, that we 
muſt either neglect that Duty, or haz 
zard Life in the Performance, you 
will find, that whatever Nature may 
plead, Scripture over- rules it. I any Luke 14. 26. 
Man come to me, aud hate not | i; e. 
comparatively, where the Enjoyment 
of theſe things would bribe him a- 
gainſt his Dury, ] Father and Mother, 
1 8 M 3 Wife 


I John 3. 16. 
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Wife and Children, Brethren and Siſters, 


Luke 14+ 27. 


Met. 10. 39. 


yea and bis OWN LIFE alſo, be can- 


not be my Diſciple. Aud whoſoever does 


not bear his Croſs and come after me, 


cannot be my Diſciple. I muſt tell 


you further, tis id Policy, as well as 
want of Virtue, to do otherwiſe. For 
He that finds his Life ſhall loſe it, ( ſays 
Chriſt ) and he that loſes his Life for 
my Sake ſhall find ir. By declining 


thus to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs Sake, 
and hoping to preſerve our Lives by 


Mat. I O. 28. 


a ſinful Compliance, we can propoſe 
no more than the Enjoyment of a few 


toilſome Years in the trifling and un- 


certain Favour of ill Men, and Com- 


forts blaſted by the Curſe of God; 


moſt important Bleſſings of his Love, 


for the Sake of which we loſe the 


and forfeit our Hopes of F7appineſs to 
come: Whereas on the other Side, if 


. we employ our ſelves, without Fear of 
any thing but God, in the Practice 


of keeping a good Conſcience, and 
promoting Virtue ; what Violence ſo- 


ever may be offered by the Barbarity 


of ſuch as hate to be reſtrained, the 


God of Heaven will receive us with 
triumphant Joy, and crown us with 
YEW M Eter- 
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which die in the Lord, --- that they may 
reſt from their Labours, and their 
WORKS DO FOLLOW them. 
Eig. One Word before we leave 
this Argument, in behalf of the Con- 
fables, who depending generally upon 
their Trade, the loſing of their Lives 
may be The Ruine of their Families. 
- Th. The Conſtable, I think, is not 
fo much in Danger { upon fome Ac- 
counts) as the Juſtice of Peace. For 
tho? it's true, he is the immediate Of- 
ficer that gives the Diſturbance to 
Vice, yet 'tis underſtood that he does 
it in Obedience to the Juſtices Order, 
who would puniſh- him if he did nor. 
Bur granting that he ſuffers for obey- 
ing this Order, what will follow? 
That his Family ſhall be ruined by it. 
If that fame Man was to die of an or- 
dinary Diſtemper, there would not be 
half this Outcry of Ruine to his Wife 
and Children, and yer there would be 
full as much Orcaſſon fort. His dying 
a violent Death does not leave his Fa- 
mily one Groat the poorer than if he 
had died in his Bed. Vou'H fay it 
takes him off ſooner than ordinary; he 
e M4 might 


Eternal Life. For bleſſed are the Dead Rev. 14. 14 
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happens to be thus untimely - cut. off 
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might have been bleſſed with Life and 


Health much longer, to have wrought 
for his Family, and ſeen his Children 
brought up. People never want Rea- 
ſons againſt dying, all Ages have ſome 


Pretence or other to make it unſeaſon- 


able. But how do they know he 
would have lived to do theſe things for 
his Family, if he had not been mur- 
dered in the Cauſe of Reformation? 
As ſtrong and as healthy Men as he 
have dropped off ſuddenly in the 


midſt of their Years. Perhaps it 


might not have been a Month, or not 


a Week, before a Fever had ſeized 


him, or ſome other Diſtemper carri- 
ed him to his Grave. Or if he might 


have lived many Years, and his Trade 


have anſwered Expectation, and his Fa- 


mily have been by that Means well 


provided for, when the poor Man 
by an Aſaſin: If he dare not leave 
them to ſo good a Guardian as God's 
Providence, ( whoſe Bleſſing he entails 
upon them by dying in his Service,) 
where's the Faich and Generofity of a 
Chriſtian? Dare he not truſt God to 
provide for them, as well as his yo 
1 a * 
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Induſtry But however, a Conftable 


ought. to conſider himſelf as actually 
liſted and ſworn into the Service of his 
Prince and Country, during his Year ; 
and his Office calls him upon ſeveral. 


Occaſions to venture his Life in the 


Execution of it, at the Command of 


his Prince and the Subordinate Magi- 


ſtrate whom he is to obey, He is to 


part Afﬀrays, diſperſe Riots, . ſeize 
Murderers, FHigh-way-men, and the moſt 
deſperate Felonus: And why is not the 


Outcry made of Ruine to his Family 
upon the Hazard of his Life on any of 


theſe Occaſions ? He is to look upon 
ſuch Hazards as the neceſſary Incum- 


brance of his Ofice, when he is ſworn 
into it; and therefore why ſhould he 
be afraid of his Life in the Execution 
of the Laws, when the Execution of 
the Laws is the very Buſineſs he has 


undertaken > But the Truth is, our 
Conſtables ( eſpecially in the Country) 


have leſs Stomach to the Work of 
Reformation, than to any other Part 


of their Duty; an Averſion moſt. un- 


worthy of the Authority they bear, 
and of the Truſt repoſed in them, and 


2 time will come when they ſhall re- 
| pent 
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ent it. I have only this to fay fur- B 
6 ns That tis their #tere/# every to 
way, to do their Duty willingly and 
with the religious Zeal that becomes g 
them in ſo good a Work. For then 2 
let the worſt happen to them that can, 
they leave the Care of Heaven engaged 
for the Good of their Families, and 
need not queſtion but their Children 
will be well provided for; much bet - 
ter perhaps than by their Induſtry and 
| Succeſs in Trade; eſpecially if the In- 
2 cCWreaſe be tainted with the ill Conſci- 
| ence of neglecting their Duty for the 
Sake of it. But if they act unwilling- 
ly and grudgingly, Religion and Virtye 
will not be much concerned to thank 
them, and God will take as little 

tice to reward ther, 115. 
Eug. You have exceedingly obliged 
me, Theotimus, by your Patience in 
hearing and anſwering my Objections. 
I will trouble you with but Three or 
Tour more, and then 1 have done. 
Olj. XVI. You know a Magiſtrate can do little 
except Informations be brought him; 
his own Inſpection will go but a lit- 
the way. Now as we can? compel any 


a 
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Body to inform, #o Bodys very forward e 
to give themſelves that Trouble. 
7b. It's true, an Informer is the Ma- 
giſtrate's Eye, as the Conſtable is his 
Hand in puniſhing ; yet fomething 
may be done by his own Inſpection. 
If you be vigorous, as a Chriſtian 
 Nagiſtrate ought to be, in punifhi 
Petfons of all Ranks that ſwear or we 
in your Hearing, or whom you fee 
drunk, or guilty of any other Immorality 
puniſhable by the Laus, it will ſtrike 
4 general Awe into Vice wherever you 
come, and give ſo much Spirit, ſuch a 
public Countenance to Virtue, as will en- 
courage ſeveral to come to you (pri- 
_ wately at leaſt ) with Informations. It 
may encourage good Men perhaps to 
form themſelves into Societies for this 
Purpoſe ( as has been done in ſo ma- 
ny Places with glorious Succeſs) when 
they find a Magiſtrate in the Neigh- 
bourhood ready to receive them, and 
conſcientious and fevere againſt Vice, 
within the Compaſs of his own Inſpe- 
Aion. In a Word, you need not want 
Informations, if you take Care to coun- 
tenance them. Where a Perfon comes 
to inform, as you have Reaſon. to 
think, 
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think, not out of any malicious or 
ſecular Defign, but purely aiming at 


the Honour of God and Religion in 
Suppreſſing Vice, give him, as in all 
Conſcience you ought, all proper En- 
couragement, and that will bring you 
more; for one will take Heart from 
the Reception that another finds. As 


to the Hint you give, that No Body 


is bound to inform, I grant it, if you 
mean no more than that they are not 
compellable by Law to do ſo. But every 
Man is obliged in general, upon his 
Duty to God, and the Reverence he 
owes to his Name and his Religion, to 
inform the Magiſtrate againſt Vice and 
Prophaneneſs, that they may be puniſh- 
ed. See how ſtrictly God command- 


ed the Haelites, if a Father or a Mo- 


ther ſhould entice them to Idolatry, 


Der. 13. 8, that their Eye ſhould not pity, neither 


11. 


ſhould they ſpare, neither ſbould they con- 


ceal, but bring them out that they 
might die for it. Ad all Iſrael ſhall 
hear and fear (ſays the Text) and ſhall 
do no more any ſuch Wickedneſs among 
you. You ſee that even the neareſt Re- 
lation in Blood, (and much leſs any 
Obligations in Friendſhip, Intereſt, Wo 
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'Dependance ) was not to excuſe them | 
from informing againſt wicked Men, 
and bringing them to be made public 

Examples, by ſuffering the Puniſhment 
of the Law. Now tho' the Way of 
-puniſhing ſuch by /oning, was particu- 
lar to the Jewiſh Conſtitution, yet that 
they ſhould Ze pihiſhed, and in order to- 
that, informed againſt, is plainly moral, 

and continues to oblige (as every 
other moral part of the Law of Moſes 
does) to the End of the World. For 
by the Reaſon of the thing tis evident; 
the beſt Laws in the World being to 
no Manner of Purpoſe, if no Body 
will inform againſt thoſe that break 
them, ſo as to keep alive the Spirit and 
Execution of thoſe Laws. Informations 

are (for any thing I know ) full as ne- 
ceſſary to good Government, as either 
Laws or Magiſtrates; and therefore 
tis as much the Duty of Subjects to 
inform, as of Magiſtrates to puniſh. The 
Queen accordingly in Her Proclamati- 
on, ſtrictly charges and commands, not 
only Her Juſtices of the Peace and other 
Officers, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, but, 
ALL OTHER HER SUB- 
EJECTS WHOM IT MAY 

en * CON- 
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* CONCERN, to be very vigi- 
* lant and ſtrict in the Di and 
eſſectual Proſecution and Puniſhment 


ol Druntemeſo, 2 Swearing 


and Cyrſing, Blaſphemy, Leudueſi, 


Prombanat ian of the Lard s- Day, &c. 


Laus to the leaſt Purpoſe of any Nati- 


as they will anſwer it to Almighty 
poſſibly be meant by thoſe other Sub- 
geits whom it may concern, but every 
private Subject who is preſent when 
any of theſe Offences is commited, 
and is by Conſequence able to make 
Oath againſt the Offender, that he 
may be puniſhed as the Law direQs? 
In Truth, the general Mildneſs and 
Tenderneſs of the Exgliſt makes them 


averſe to bring one another to Puniſh- 


ment (tho in the Caſes we are now 
talking of, the Penalties are very ſmall 
and inconſiderable). And this good 
Nature has made us almoſt ridiculous 
in Foreign Countries, as having the beſt 


on under Heaven, So that thoſe who 
(as you ſay) will not give themſelves 
the Trouble to inform, are eulen of 
Shutting their Eyes againſt the Autho- 


vity of Soniprure, and the Suggeſtions of 


Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, and the Commands of a- Royal 
Proclamation; they are guilty of bring- 
Contempt our Government, and 
what's more, the Judgments of God up- 


on their Country; they are guilty al- 
fo by too; .. ol 


Oy ations of the Lord's-Days, ex 
ve Drinking, and other diſſolute 
Practices, — they tamely hear and 
ſee committed by others, without giv- 
themſelves 5 Trouble to inform 
; at leaſt where there is 20 Opportu- 
nity for private Admonition, or where 
it has been tried 16 10 purpoſe. 


Es. What chiefly frights Men from 


laferming, is the vulgar Scandal that 
lies upon it; the Name is odious. 
=” I own there are Informers who 
25 to be Odious, and ever will be 
; ſuch as inform out of Malice to the 


1050 or pong of Reward, And 


Wl brought upon the Practice, the 
Devil has artfully. improved to the ve- 
y great Diſſervice of Religion: For by 
this means he has brought Men mot 40 
dif ingaiſh in Favour of thoſe who from 
4 en Principle of Zeal for God and 


Virtue, 


the Oath, = Curſes, Lewdneſles , 


ill Character theſe Men 
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Virtue, give Informations againſt Pro- 


phaneneſs and Immorality, tho' they 
keep at the utmoſt Diſtance from ei- 
ther Spleen or Avariee, and has pre- 
poſſeſs d too many good Men with 
Fear of ſuch an unpopular Work, and 
too many others with an Duchriſtian 
Careleſneſs. MALICE, I hope, ſel- 


Am is (Im ſure it never ought to be ) the 


Principle of ſuch Informations; and 


| where it is, I own it to be highly Odi- 


ous, tho“ the Cauſe of Virtue be pre- 


tended; and the Magiſtrate ought to 


diſcountenance it. And COVEIOUS- 
NESS OF REWARD I think cannot 
poſſibly be the Principle; becauſe the 
Money levied for Offences of that 
kind is diſpoſed of, by the ſeveral Sta- 
tutes, to the Poor of the Pariſh, except 
thoſe upon 3 Car. I. ci 1. and 29 Car. 
2. c. 7. in ſome Caſes of Prophanation - 
of the Lord's-Day, which the Juſtice of 
Peace has a Power of Dividing, two 
thirds to the Poor, and one to the In- 
former; Tis lawful for him ſo to di- 
vide it, but the Statute does not com- 
mand bim; nor can I hear that ever 


ſuch a Dividend was made, or ever de- 


| fired; and ſuppoſe it was, the Penalties 
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are. too ſmall, and the Advantage too 
trifling to make a Trade of. But be this 
as it will, the Offender is not puniſhed 
but upon clear and certain Evidence; 
and why ſhould the Zrformer's Repu- 
tation, or the Credit of his Action, ſufs 
fer upon bare Surmiſes > The Princi- 
ples Men act upon are to be warily cen- 
ſured, becauſe they are not equally vi- 
ible with what they do; and therefore 
Charity (which St. Paul ſays, hopes all 
things, believes all things,) ſhould teach 
us where there is an Appearance and 
Profeſſion of a good Deſign, not to ſus 
ſpect, without a very convincing Evi- 
dence, a bad one. Now when a Man 
informs againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice, 
and (for any thing that appears to the 
contrary) out of a ſerious Regard to 
Virtue, and Religion, we muſt judge 
that Information good and honourable, 
ſo long as Yirtue and Religion are fo. 
The Jewiſh Princes did not think it be- 
low them to inform Exra of the Irre- "TIP" 
gularities of the People in order to a 25 
Reformation: And I heartily wiſh our 
Men of Quality at home, would lay 
the Honour of God more to Heart 
than generally they do, and both ſet 

( N a good 
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a good Example themſelves, and bring 


to Puniſhment thoſe that ſet an ill one. 
Nothing can add more Honour to their 
own Character than thus to diſcoun. 


tenance Vice, the Meaneſt and moſt 
Diſhonourable thing in the World; and 


nothing throws a greater Reflexion up- 


on Zeal for God and Virtue, than that 


our great Men too generally think 
themſelves above it. 

Eig. There might be others, poſſi- 
bly, who would bring Informations, 
with a very honourable 'and good De- 
ſign, if they did not fear by this means 
to loſe the Tnterefts of their Trade and 
the Friendſhip of their Neighbourhood. 


- Th. But this may be provided a- 
inſt by concealing. the Names of ſuch 
nformers as you have no Reaſon to 


ſuſpect of Malice in what they do, 


This you may do if you pleaſe, for 
any thing in our Laws to the con- 


trary, except the Offender will traverſe, 


and inſiſt upon a Trial at Law, (which 


Voll ever be worth his wbile to fave 


a trifling Penalty, or to know his | Ae- 


cuſer,) and then indeed you muſt pro- 


duce your Witneſs, but you need not 


till the Trial actually comes on. The 
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Equity of producing an Accuſer Face to 
Face with the Offender, is nothing to 
the Purpoſe, where the Suffering is ſo 
inconſiderable; — 90 pry _ 

ive you ver Reaſons to ſuſpe 

bis — 2 And where 
the Inconvenience on the other fide 
may be ſo great as expoſing the Infor- 
mer to the Spleen and ill-Neighbour- 
hood of the Criminal, who for that ve- 
ry Reaſon, | 
The Law has made you Judge in the 
Caſe, and if your Witneſs be «pon Oath, 


(as he ought be) and you think fit 70 
credit him, the Offender has no more 
in common Juſtice to demand: If he 


will proceed to Law, tis time enough 
then to make a public Proof againſt 
him; but otherwiſe, becauſe the Con- 
vill de much worſe to the 
houeſt Informer if you expoſe him, than 


think you not only may, but in Chari- 
ty and Juſtice ought ſo to conceal him, 
and let ic be known abroad, that in all 
war informations you will do jo. 
- Bug, But if all this arguing ond 
nos prevail with People to bring us In- 
formation, what mult we do? 1 
N 2 b 


perhaps, deſires to know him. 


to the Offender if you conceal him, I 
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Matt. 20.26, 
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Th, Revenge it upon the common 
Enemy of Mankind, by being ſo much 
the more induſtrious and ſevere againſt 
Vice, wherever you meet with it. If 
they will give you no Aſſiſtance, do 
what you can without them. In the 
caſe of Tipling on the Lord's- Day, 


you may take your rounds ſometimes 


in Perſon, aud charge the Conſtables 
along with you, to viſit the Public 
Houſes; and where you find Offenders, 
puniſh them.” | 


ob VII. Euz. Will not that render. the Office 


and Authority of a Juſtice of Peace con- 


temptible? Our Brethren of the Bench 


would never forgive me ſuch a Proceed- 


ing; they would look upon their own 


Dignity as affronted and leſſened. 


_ Th, God forbid that any of us ſhould 
really think it below him (whatever 


the fooliſh Opinion of the World may 


be) to take the moſt efſectual Care, 
even by his own perſonal Labour and 
Attendance, where tis neceſſary, to vin- 
dicate the Honour of our Holy Reli- 
gion, and ſee thoſe good Laws that 
Provide ſor it, faithfully and fully Ex- 


ecuted. That it is ſometimes neceſſary 
in the preſent Caſe can hardly 


nied: 


be de- 
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nied: When we conſider rhe Conſta- 
bles, as either vicious themſelves, and 
conſequently in danger to favour and 
conceal Offences; or however, timo- 
rous and dependart, and afraid to do their 
Duty; if either of theſe, and they be 
ſent about wholly by themſelves, you 
will have few (if any) Preſentments 
made to you by them. And there- 
fore to awe them to their Duty, as 
well as countenance them in it, and to 
make the ſearch efſectual to the Refor- 
mation intended by it, tis very requi- 
ſite the Juſtice of Peace himſelf ſhould 
ſometimes go along with them. 

+ Eug, It will be very troubleſome, o. XLIX. 
Theotimus, to look after theſe things 
in Perſon, | 

Tb. What mighty Trouble can it be, 
if you are in Healtli, (and if you be 
not, tis not to be expected, to take 
a Walk about your Pariſh, once or twice 
every Sunday? Would you think it fo 
if your worldly Advantage lay at the 
End of it ? If it were to receive Money, 
or with the Proſpect of doing your 
ſelf any conſiderable Kindneſs; if it 

were only for your Health, for your 
Pleaſure, or to viſit an obliging Friend, 
2 N 3 would 
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would the Labour and Trouble of an 
Hour's Walk (once in Seven Days) be 
look d upon as Reaſon ſufftcient to ſtay 
at home? And do you pretend to be 
a Chriſtian, with this lazy unwilling- 
neſs to do as much for -your eternal 
| Lord and Maſter as you would do for 
your ſelf > | me 
Eu. You have made me aſhamed of 
this Objection; therefore pray, Theoti- 
mus, fave me the Expence of Bluſhing 
longer. I have but one thing more to 
ſay againſt going about in Perſon, and 
that is, that jt expoſes a Magiſtrate to 
o. IL. all the Radeneſs, Inſults, and Aﬀronts 
> that may be expected from a vicious 
Mob diſturb'd in their Cups. 
Th. J am glad to find your Obje- 
Rions run ſo low; this very weak 
one is a ſign you're near an end of them. 
Sir, the Authority of a Magiſtrate and 
Laws, is what even a Pot-valiant-Fellow 
dares not readily look in the Face. 
Bur ſuppoſe he 4 affront you, you 
have the Conſtable with you, lay him 
by the Heels, or bind him over with | 
good Sureties to the Seſſion, where you 
will be ſure of the Connrenance of the 
Bench againſt all fuch Inſolencies to 
Eu | one 
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Afﬀeronts, you muſt not ſee the Queen 
Authority trampled on at ſuch a rate; 
in the Execution of your Office, you 
repreſent her Perſon, and he that in- 
ſults you, affronts the Authority by 
which you Act. Make one Ex- 
ample or two, and ſhew your ſelf a 
Man of Spirit and Refolution, and 


you will ſtrike ſuch a Damp into ill 
People, that (however they may dare 


to rail at you in private,) chey will 
never venture to affront you pub- 
lickly. | 

 £Eug. I have kept parrying, you ſee, 
as long as I could, in an ill Cauſe; 
but you have fought ſo well, that I 
nve now nothing more to do than to 

ſubmit. I own my Obligation to this 
part of the Duty of my Office, and 
intend by the Grace of God to purſue it: 
Yet. I, cannot preſently wear off the 
Remains of Fear which will be (till aw- 
ing and checking. me in ſuch an unpo- 
Th. I have obſerved the true Spring 
of moſt of your Objections, as you 
made them, to be this Principic of the 
| N 4 Fear 
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age of their own Body. Beſide the 
Concern you your ſelf have in theſe 
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A4 Efſay fon tte 
Fear of Man, which renders you ftill 
uneaſie. That muff be conquered or 
nothing will be done: It will clog all 
your Reſolutions, tincture all your 
Meaſures with partiality, and leave 


them imperfect and ineffectual; every 


ſtep you take in this Work will be a 
Penance; and tho you may force your 
{elf for a while to continue acting, it 


will at laſt tire you out, and you will 


deſiſt with more Triumph and Advan- 
tage to Vice, than if you had never 


begun. By the Fear of Man, I intend 


ſuch an Overgrown Reſpect for. the 
Power and Greatneſs, ſuch a fawning 


Deſire of the Good Opinion and 


Friendſhip, and ſuch a laviſh Fear 


of the Diſpleaſure of any Mortal 


upon Earth, as inclines you to negli - 
mos or prevarication in what you 
now your Duty to the God of Hea- 


ven requires of you. 


Ag own, to my ſhame, this De- 


ſinition touches me too near : I can- 
not wholly clear my ſelf. But tis my 
Temper, and 1 dont know how to 


help it. 
Th. 


4 2 
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TI. Some Men indeed, are naturally 
more timorous than others: But this 1s 
a very unhappy Temper for a Mags 
ſrate, of all Men; becauſe ſtrict Ju- 
ſtice, Impartiality and Courage, are 
what his Office directly calls him to. 1 
There may be a great deal in Temper _ 
and Conſtitution to make a Man afraid | 
of diſobliging in what he is bound to do. | 
But ſo there is in moſt Men to the par- 1 
ticular Vices they are guilty of, as Paſ- | 
fion, Revenge, Lewdneſs, &c. yet every nn 
Man as a Chriſtian is bound, by all his 
hopes of Heaven, to row as vigorouſly N 
as poſſible againſt the ſtream of Nature i 
in ſuch Caſes; and by the Grace of 1 
God and his own active Endeavours, 
he may overcome the Difficulty, and N 
introduce contrary Habits. 'Tis the "| 
fame here; the timorous Apprehenſt- | 
ons of Men may be forcibly thrown a- | 
ſide by Reſolution and the Grace of God, N 
how hard foever it may ſeem at firſt 1. 
to conquer them. But there are other 
Cauſes, which either give riſe to, or at 
leaſt contribute much to ſtrengthen this 
Fear of Man, which ought to be re- 
moved to-. | 
Egg. What are thoſe? 


Th. 
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fected with what ſo 1 2 
as May can do; we ſhould be above 


An Eſſan upen the 
_ Tb. la the firſt place, want of true 
Faith, or however, a very meat and im- 
perfeft Faith. The Promiſes of God, 
his Power to protect us, and the Rea- 
lity of thoſe glorious Hopes in another 
World, which ought to be the very 
Life and Spirit of a Chriſtian, and to 
ſupport him in Cheerfulneſs under all 
the Difficulties of this preſent State, do 
not make ſo deep, and ſtrong, and ſtea- 
dy an Impreſſion upon our Minds, as 
they ſhould do. Could we but keep 
our Eye intent upon the Inheritance 
we expect above, the everlaſting Man- 
Hans of Happineſs, which God has pro- 
miſed to thoſe that love and ſerve 
Him faithfully ; could we but fix our 
Selves in a ſteady. Senſe of God's So- 


vereign Power, and his exact Veracity; 
could we but bring our. ſelves to de- 


pend upon them with ſuch an entire 
Aſſurance as is due, when the eternal 
Governour of the World, the Fountain 


of all Truth and Power, declares Him- 
ſelf; we ſhould not be very much af- 


otent a Creature 


thoſe little petty Intereſts that tye 7 
up from pleaſing! and obeying. God; 


we 


Exetution of the Laws. 18 
we ſhould deſpiſe the Frowns of the 
greateſt Mortal upon Earth, and ven- 
ture our Lives againſt his Malice, with 
all the Joy of Martyrdom: For whoſo- 1 John 5. 4: 
ever is born of God overcometh the 
World; and this is the Victory that over- 
cometh the World, even cur FAIT H. 
In the next Place, it proceeds from 
Love of the World, and our ambirious 
Deſires of rifing higher in it - From 
hence we gfow unwilling to loſe the 
Favour of thoſe that may help us on- 
ward to Preferment, chuſing rather to 
pleaſe them than God. Another Occa- | 
ſion of it is our 200 great Familiarity | ft 
and Friendſhips with ill Men, whom 
therefore we know not how ro diſoblige. 

Another is, the converſiug with over- 

eautions and fearful Perſons, which you 

will always obſerve to have a mighty 

Influence. The laſt I ſhall need to men- | 

tion, is the Neglect of Prayer e Gd tor the } 

Grace of Courage and Reſolution in | 

our Duty; tor every thing that is good, 

and great, and generous, muſt come 

from him, without whom we can do no- John 15. 3. 

eget of Phil. 4. 13. 

Eig. Whatever the Principle pro- 

ceeds from, I'm ſenſible tis a wy 
mil 
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An Efſay upon the 
miſchievous one, and ought by all pro- 
per Means to be curb' d. 

Th. You are certainly in the right, 
Eugenius; and hardly in any thing is 
it more miſchievous, than when it re- 
ſtrains us from putting in Execution 


the Laws againſt Immorality and Vice. 


It contributes to make the Wiſdom of 


the Nation ridiculous, in providing good 


Laws for nothing but to ſtuff a Sta- 
rute Book: It makes Vice more impu- 


dent than if there were uo Laws againſt 


it; for if, by the laviſh Timorouſneſs 
of Magiſtrates, it can get the upper 
Hand of Law, and overcome the Fear 
of that, 'ir has ( humenly ſpeaking ) 


broke down the ſtrongeſt Barrier thar 


could ſtop it, and to be ſure will quick- 
ly grow inſolent upon ſuch an Ad- 
vantage: It is further anſwerable for 


the Ruine of many Families, by Gaming, 


Tipling, Lewdneſs, &c. which a timely 
Execution of the Laws might have 
prevented, if that had not been hindred 


by this ſervile and unworthy Fear: 


It brings down alſo the Judgments of 
60d upon the Nation, where no 


has the Courage to do Juſtice againſt 


thaſe 


* 


Extcution of the Lass. 189 
thoſe - Sins which every Day affront 
and provoke him. | 
Eig. I beg you, dear Theotimus, put 
me into the likelieſt way to get rid of 
this unhappy Temper. What Method 
muſt I take to fortifie my {elf againſt 
it ? | 
Th. The firſt thing I will preſctibe 
you, is diligent, fervent and ſerious Pray- 
er to God, that he would inſpirit you 
with a truly Chriſtian Zeal and Bra- 
very, ſuch as is requiſite to break thro' 
a Temptation ſo dangerous as the Fear 
of Man. Depend not upon your own 
Strength in .this great and difficult 
Work; addreſs your ſelf to God for pſal. 60. 12: 
Prudence and Courage, and by his 
Help you ſhall prevail. In the next 
Place, reflect upon the Vanity of this 
World, and all its Faucurs and Advan- 
tages, and what a meer Shadow, a it 
trifling, impotent, inconſiderable Crea- 
ture Man is, of whom you are afraid. 
Who art thou, ſays God, that thou. 51. 147 
ſhouldſt be afraid of a Man that ſhall 13. 
die, and of the Son of Man that ſhall be 
made as Graſs, and forgetteſt the Lord 
thy Maker, that hath ftretch'd forth 
the Heavens, and laid the Foundations . 


* 
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An Eſſay uban the 


of the Earth? All worldly Preſerments, 


all the various Paſſions and Aſſections 
of Men, their Love and Hate, their 


Cenſure and Applauſe, muſt have an End 
in Death; at the moſt, they can con- 
tinue but a few Years, and then be hid 


aſleep for ever. Conſider your ſelf too 


as Mortal, and that within a little 
while you muſt bid adieu to this pre- 
ſent Life. Suppoſe your felf now ex- 
piring, and conſider how little Reaſon 
there would be to value either the 
Favour or Diſguſt of Men, the Advan- 
tages gr Sufferings that muſt be left 


behind you; neither the Pleaſure of the 


one, nor Sorrow of the other can have 
any Influence in the Grave. Do you 
think that at that folemn time, you 
would not be wiſe enough to look up- 


on all theſe things in a true Light, and 


deſpiſe them? Will it not then be the 
trueſt Satisfaction to reflect, that you 
ate going into the Preſence and En- 
joyment of that God, whoſe Servico 
and Commands you have preferred 
before alt the tranſitory Dreams of 
worldly Intereſt and Favour 2 Will ir 
not on the otlier Hand be a ſtartling 
Apprehenſion, if you have acted a con- 

M | trary 
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Execution of the Laws. 191 
trary Part, that you have denied your 
God, forfeited his everlaſting Love, and 
neglected your Duty for a few periſn 
ing Careſſes of à vicious Neighbour- 
hood, which are now no longer to be 
enjoyed; but you are called to anſwer . 
at the Bar of an offended and affront- 
ed Sovereign, for hetraying the Authority 
which he gave you, and are like to fall 
under the eternal Anger and Reſent- 
ments of that Almighty Being, whom 
you durſt not obey for Fear of diſob- 
liging a - wretched Fellow-Mortal ? 
What is it Man can do? He can be 
angry, rail, and abuſe you; can do 
ſome petty Injuries, and it may be, 
take away your Life, ( yet nothing ß 
all this without the Permiſſion of God) L 12. 4.5. 
and this is the utmoſt he can do. But 
if to fave your ſelf theſe trifling Mor. 
tiſieations, you provoke God, by neg 
lecting what you might do to ſerve | 
and plorifie him, there is no Shelter 1 
from his avenging Wrath; a miſerable 
Eternity muſt be ſpent in lamenting 
this fooliſh Aſfectation of the good 
Graces and Eſteem of Men, who in- 
deed may ' come to {hare your Puniſhe 
ment in Hell, but can never leſſen it. 
91:2 There- 


2 
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Row. 4.17, 


Rem. 8. 17, 
18. 


more exceeding 


An Eſſay upon the 


tidote againſt the Fear of Man, is to 
conſider, That a Day of Retribution is 


2 Te. 1. 6, ,oming, when the —— God ſhall, 
7. | 
Luke 18. 2, 8. recompenſe Tribulation to them that trox- 
le you, and Reſt to you that are troubled. 
Conſider the Reward laid up in Heaven 
for thoſe brave Souls, who in ſpite of. 


Al the Diſgrace and Contempt 


thrown upon them, in ſpite of all 


the Hatred and Hazards they incur 
in this World, are neither aſpamed nor 
afraid to do their Duty. Theſe light 
Aictious, which are — for a Moment, 
* the A 2 work for us a far 

— Weight of 
Glory; while: we look not at the Chimes 


which are ſeen, but at the things which 


are not ſeen; for the things which are ſeen 
are Temporal, but thoſe which are not 


ſeen are Eternal. And in another Place, 


If ſo be we ſuffer with him that we may 
be. alſo. glorified together. For I reckon 


that the "Suferings of this preſent time 
are not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory that ſhall be revealed in us. Lou 
ſee ; contemptibly the wiſe Apoſtle 


ſpeaks of all that you can ſuffer here, 
and how oi he W 
| | 


Therefore another very proper An⸗ 


Nager ere 
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the Proſpect of a good Man beyond 

the Grave; which, duly conſidered, 

muſt have a very encouraging Influence 

againſt the Fear that might otherwiſe 

obſtruct a Good Conſcience. 
Another Help to it, is to reflect upon 

the Sufferings of Chriſt, and how he bore 

them; who for the Foy that was ſet be- Hel. 12.1, 21 

fore him entlured the Croſs, deſpifing the 3. 

Shame, arid perſevering {till in the good 

Work which God had appointed him, 

notwithſtanding all the contradifiions of 

Sinners. . An 1 

Remember too, that by the Chriſti- 

an Conſtitution, it is neceſſary for us 

to bear the Croſs of Chriſt, if we ever 

pretend to his Reward. All that will n Ad 

live Godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer Per- PEI 

ſecut ion; and therefore No Man ſhould 

be moved by. theſe Afflitions, for (lays 

St. Paul) 

nee SON 55 

ite Advantage that we are ſo. 

Suffering Contempt and Hatred in te 

Caufe of Virtue, we learn to deſpiſe 

the Morlil, to think more affectionate- 

ly of Heaven, to turn our Love to- 

zards God; to place our Truſt and De- 


pendauce only pon Him, and imptove 
KIN 0 our 


r\ Selves know that. we art 1 The 3. 


194 An Eſſay upon the 
our Selves in the excellent Grace of 
Humility. In ſhort, we are aſſured that 
all T hings work rogether for Good [by 
the wiſe and gracious Providence of 
God] to thoſe that love Him; and 

therefore what have you to fear from 
the Frowns and Malice of ill People, 
when in effect it is your trueſt Intereſt 
to enjoy them? | 
Encourage your ſelf further with the 
Examples of other great and good Men, 


I will inſtance only in Moſes and St. 
Paul. The Firſt” chafng rather (and a 
Heb. 11. 1.25. Wiſe Choice it was,) to 72 Aflidtion 
with the People of God, than to enjoy 
Ver. e the Pleaſares of Sin for a Seaſon ; Eſteem- 
: Tg the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches 
: Yhan'\the Treaſures of Faypt: For be 
bad reſpect to the Recompence 
Ver, 23. | wot "eating "the Wrath ef the King. 
The latter having mentioned his Af- 
flictions, makes this generous and he- 
a roĩc Proteſtation, Bur none of theſe 
* "things move me, neither count [+ my 
LIF E dear unto my ſelf, n 
I my Courſe with: — 5 Py 
The next thing I adviſe: you to, is 


Acts 20, 


who have run the ſame Race before you. 


e of Reward, 


to" 1 as often as poſſi ble with 
| Men 
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| Men of Piety and Courage, and, avoid 
the Timorout. This will be a ſenſible 
Advantage to you; you will never leave 1 3 
ſuch Company, but with Reſolutions ITY 
bold and active, and worthy the Cou · 1 
rage of a Chriſtian : Whereas :imorous 
Men will fill you with new Scruples ; 
their very calaueſa is infectious, tho they 
ſhould not offer to diſſuade you. id 
Another Preventive which | would ſe- | 
riouſly recommend, is to have recourſe 
often in your Mind ro the Scripture Pro- Pſal. 5 522. 
miſes of God's Protection. Truſt to his Pro» —— 37.5. 
vidence, which will intereſt it {elf for 7 
your fafety,whenſoever ſuffering will not 
be an Advantage to you. Submit to his 
Wiſdom and Goadnels to order all things 
for the beſt. Remember the Royal. Pro- 
verb of K. Solomon; the Fear of Man brings pro. 29, 25. 
eth a Suare ; but whoſo putteth his Truſt in 
the Lord ſhall be ſafe: And the generous 
Courage of K. David; The Lord is on my 
ſide, Iwill not fear what Man can di unto me, ſal. 118. 6. 
It will further be of very good Uſe for © 37 41. 
your Encouragement, if you could ga- 
ther ſome one or more Reformation 
Societies about you; if you can 
prevail with ſuch as you think have 
a true Senſe of Religion in your Neigh- 
1 O 2 bourhood, 


ag 


— - wy 4 
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9 
* * 
% . - 


„ 
bourhood, to meet oſten to concert 
the moſt proper Methods for earry- 
ing on this difficult Work, and by 

» Converſation and Prayer, to ſtreng- 

5 then and encourage one another in 

bearing thre all Hazards for that 

purpoſe. This, if you think fit to 
meet wirb ibem, will be of great 

Advantage to you: And if yo 

dont think that convenient; yet as 

the Aſſurance they have in you, as 
a Magiſtrate zealous for this good 

Work, will much encourage them; 
fo the very Being and Zeal of ſuch 
8 will not a little Invigorate | 
| an Encourag age you, © * 

8 Eg. My Dear Friend, I thank 


you; you have given me full ſatis· 
faction in every thing, and by the 
Grace of God you ſhall hear in à lit- 
tle time more effeQtually that it is 
ſo. Im ſerjoufly \ reſolved to fer 
but 23 already 
as the Caſe requires; ſo you muſt 
Promiſe me your- Prayers” too, that 
I may haye Strength and Courage to 
— 090 97.” 97 7h 
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TI. With the utmoſt Pleaſure, 
Dear Eugenins, I promiſe it. I do 

now, and ever ſhall, pray God to 
proſper you in ſuch a glorious Un- 
dertaking ; in which I hope you are 
to undergo all Hardſhips 
for the ſake of doing Good, (what- 
ever the raving and diſtempered Pa- 

tient may ſay of his Phyſician) be- 
ing ſure of the preſent Happineſs of 
2 good Conſcience, and of future 

Reward of everlaſting Glory. 
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ESSAY and the PREFACE; 
JT by different * 


4 
A Cceſſary ; ; we are acceſſary to thoſe Sins which we 


do not endeavour to ſuppreſs when we are able; 
and partake of the Guilt of them. Pp. 12, 13 


Alone; the Di ee, of being Alone in this Work, 
ob jected and anſwered P- 18 


Abthority of Magiſtrates rendred contemptible by neg- 
lelt to execute the Laws. P+ XIV 


B. 


Il-Breeding, how it comes to be charged upon Attempts 
of this Nature. p- 117, &c. 


C. 

Our Care is to extend to the Morals of others as 
well as to our own. p. 8, 9, Cc. 
Chriſt's Example in Zeal for Reformation of Manners. 


P. 109 
Chriſt himſelf branded as a Schiſmatic, &c. upon that 
Account. p. 109 


P Clergy 


Clergy and Maziſtracy have their diſtin Provinces 
toward the Suppreſſion of Vice, and neither of them 
need to encroach upon the other. P. 15, 16 

Clergy, their Duty in contributing to this Deſign. p.114 

Commiſſion not. in Danger to be loſt by Zeal in ſuppreſ- 
—— „ Pe 124 

Conſcience ; 4 good Conſcience to be diſcharg'd what- 
ever Difficulties we meet mith, © Þ. 42, &c. 

Conſequences miſchievous, of neglecting to execute 
the Laws againſt Vice, P: iyz xv, 188 

Conſtable ſued for the Execution of his Office; what 

Advantage he has in Lam. OE p- 137 

Conſtables; the Objection of the Hax ard of their Lives 
anſwered. Pp p. 159, 167 


Contempt and Hatred of il Men not to be dreaded. 
| 8 en * | Bru 


Debauchery fatal to the Roman State. p. vii 
Diſſenters joining with Societies agginſt Vice, the Caſe 
conſidered. r 
Drunkenneſs ; of judging when 4 Pprfon may he ſaid 
to be drunk. . | p- 84, Cc. 


. 
Eſtates; we enjoy them but as Stewards for God, and 
are to expend them cheerfully in his Cauſe. p-. 138 
Objections againſt this anſwered. p. 139, &c. 
Example; the — Example of a Magiſtrate in big 
1 . 


- own Converſation highly neceſſary. P- 7 
——But not enough without exerting his Authority alſe, 
ts ſuppreſs the ill Examples of others. P. 79 


Exceſs; the Danger of drinking to Exceſs greaterin 
4 publick than Side Huf. 12288 1 5. 6 
4 Y Ex- 


IN D EX. ;:4. 


Exciſe ; that Objection conſidered. P- 53 
Execution of the Laws againſt Vice, the Advantages 
Mit phblick and private. © p- xvi 
—_— Religion and the Church of England. p. xvii, 
xxl, xxiv 
=== to the Morals of Men, N by removing 
; | Temptations. | p- XVIll, fo XX1 
1 „ 
Fanatic; aur Saviour called ſo for his Zeal for Re ſor- 
mation. P- 109 


Fear of him ane Laws ſtrikes Jome with a greater Awe, 
than the Fear of God or Thoughts of another Worl is . 


pr of Man (in oppoſition to our Duty Je unha 
© Pr intiple ; n (5M 1 50 


un be feri ven againſt, | and may be cg 


18 
— — of it. Ws 2 180. 187 
— the miſchievous Conſequences, D. I 88 
— how to get rid of it 3 the proper Means and Cons * 
der ation. p. 189, 
Porwerdueſd 3 the true Notion and . of it in 
this Wark. P. 129 


>. ow. | G. a | 4 
he Gtor if my to be promoted a aue as poi 
y all Chriſtians. P. 2 
Government diſſolved by Neglect fo execute the Laws. 
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